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Esteemed Privy Councilor, M.R. Thep Devakula

On behalf of the Organizing Commiftee of the Fifih Panasonic Contemporary Painting
Exhibition “For the Hoppiness of Mankind”™ 2003, | wish to express our deep appreciation for your
kind consent fo preside over the opening ceremony today. All of us feel very grafeful fo you.

It seems evident that the world community has rapidly developed throughout the 20
century. A lorge part of progress in our world hos been results of technological innovations
dasigned to offer greater and wider ranges of happiness fo mankind. And Siew-National Com-
pany Limited, together with “Panasonic” brand, are proud to be part of this intemnational effort to
create world-leading innovative products.

Meanwhile, our company recognizes that art and culture are significant matters. They
together serve ¢s a unifying spirit that bonds and integrates every member of the society info @
happy, wholesome entity. As technological innovations bring changes fo the society, arf and
culture connot help but transform themselves along with the new cuments, Conseguently, our
company decided fo institute a project aiming at inducing the change toward a healthy direction,
by supporting and encouraging every kind of activity that uplifts the Thai society as a whole. And
one of the activifies that our company lends its support is the Panasonic Contemporary Painfing
Exhibifion. This project is currently in ifs fifth year.

Eoch of the preceding competifion events that we organized has achieved all of its
intended goals, namely: providing arfists with an opporfunity to exhibit their competence, accumu-
lating artistic legacy for the society’s future generations, not to mention the promotion of keener
awareness and appreciotion of art among the general public. In the curent competition event,
there ore cltogether 164 paintings from 114 artists. The Organizing Committee has selected 87
paintings from 63 artists for the exhibition. And there are 16 paintings that receive an award in the
following categories: e First Prize 1 painting, » Second Prize 2 painfings

« Third Prize 3 paintings » Outstanding Achievement 10 painfings

In closing, our Company wishes to thank the following institutions, namely; the Fine Arts
Department; fhe National Museum and the National Gallery: the Art Center, Silpakorn University:
the Facully of Fine Arts. Chiang Mai University: the Faculty of Arts, Khon Kaen University: the Faculfy
of Arts, Maha Sarakam University; Rajaphat Institute, Songkhla; the College of Fine Arfs. Nakhon Sri
Thammarat; the College of Fine Aris, Suphan Buri; the Taksin Art Center, Taksin Study Institute, Taksin
University, Songkhia; the distinguished judging committee: and a large number of artists who kindly
cooperated and helped see fo it fhat this event proceed smoothly ond ochieve its intended
objectives in full

At this auspicious moement, may | have the honor 1o invite Your Excellency to present the
prizes ond to open the Fiffh Panasonic Contemporary Painting Exhibition “For the Happiness of
Mankind™ 2003

Mrs. Maevadi Navapan

Chairman of the Organizing Committee

INTRODUCTION BY CHAIRMAN
OF THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
AT THE OPENING CEREMONY

OF THE FIFTH PANASONIC
CONTEMPORARY PAINTING
EXHIBITION “FOR THE HAPPINESS
OF MANKIND” 2003

JULY 17th, 2003

AT THE NATIONAL GALLERY
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SPEECH BY M.R. THEP DEVAKULA
PRIVY COUNCILOR

AT THE OPENING CEREMONY

OF THE FIFTH PANASONIC
CONTEMPORARY PAINTING
EXHIBITION “FOR THE HAPPINESS
OF MANKIND” 2003

JULY 17th, 2003

AT THE NATIONAL GALLERY

Rama IX Art Museum Foundation

Esteemed chaiman, honored guests and artists

It is a great pleasure to be given the honor to preside over the award presentation and
the opening ceremony of the Fifth Panasonic Contemporary Painting Exhibition “For the Hoppiness
of Mankind” 2003,

Having chaired two opening ceremonies in the series, | suppose it would nof be an
exaggeration to say that | have gained o deeper understanding of fhe intent of this project. And
having heard the Organizing Committee Chairman’s report, | feel even more appreciafive and
cannot help but admire even more the resolve shown by Siew - Nafional Company Limited, in
promoting an activity that is beneficial to the society. parficularly the contemporary art competi-
tion such as this one. Let me share with you some of my feelings foward this commendable
undertaking.

First, contemporary painting may be likened to mirors that splendidly reflect the arfists’
emotions, opinions and perceptions concerning fellow human beings, society and the world of
large. as their works are all created from contemporangous OCCurrences.

Secondly, as we enter fhe 21" century, evidence of wide-ranging changes can be seen
in every country as if tries to adapt to globalization. The latter has brought in ifs frail rapid flow and
interchange of ortisfic and cultural currents.  To be sure. there are both positive and negative
aspects fo the outcome of this process. The fact that Thailand has @ long, robust and ferfile artistic
history, while steadfastly upholding her uniqueness up to the present time, probably resulfs from fwo
factors, namely:

1. An uninterrupted flow of generations of artists

2. Patrons who lend support in a variety of ways so that arfists can creafe works of art.
An event such as this current exhibition has fulfiled two roles simultaneously - the creation of new
generations of artists and an opportunity for them to present their creafive works. This is, indeed.
a very appropriate strategy to deal with globalization.

Thirdly, the government alone by itself cannof possibly lend o wholesome support to
creative activifies by artists, To develop further, this endeavor needs a helping hand from every
sector in the society. Affer all, art and culture constitute the very soul of each and everyone. They
do not belong fo anyone of us in particular. As such, a great cause is being commendably served
by this series of arfistic competition.

To conclude. this artistic competition is beneficial to the nation, to our society ond the
Thai people. not fo mention the further advancement of Thai artistic standards to match those at
the intemational level. It is now auspicious fime for me to declare open the Fifth Panasonic
Contemporary Painting Exhibition “For the Happiness of Mankind” 2003. And | would like to wish

the exhibition and everyone concemed success and advancement in fhis endeavor.

M.R. THEP DEVAKULA

Chairman, Exhibition Opening Ceremony
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