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EXHIBITION OF THAIl PAINTINGS
by SOMNEUK PERMTONGKHAM

and his pupil Pramote Sriphrom
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THE STORY OF SOMNEUK PERMTONGKHAM

Somneuk Permtongkham was born at Siriraj
Hospital in Bangkok on August 27, 1935. He early showed
an interest in art making New Year's cards for sale to his
classmates at Satreeworanart Elementary School in
Bangkhen. Later, at Suan Kularb School in Bangkok he
would sometimes sneak into the Arts and Crafts School
next door to listen 1o the lectures there. After secondary
school he went to the Air Force School at Don Muang
and was afterwards assigned 10 Prachuab Kirikhan
Province. To eke out enough money to support his mother

nnd six brothers and ssers, he aso bored at temple fars
and painted pictures. His early works were still-lives and
lanscapes none of which can be located today. A long time.
ago | saw wha [ recall as a notably beautiful painting
of a vase of flowers hanging in the old Erawan Hotel but
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‘Thai style symbolic representation of “Desire”, the earliest
of Somneuk’s paintings that could be located is on
exhibition.

Somneuk left the Air Force to become a
professional artist selling paintings to shops or at the
Temple of the Emerald Buddha or the Pramane Ground.
It was there in 1957 that Jim Thompson of Thai Silk fame
saw Somneuk’s work and bought all the paintings he had
for sale. A friendship developed during which Somneuk

Icmlc designs for Thai Silk Co. s well as the famous
mmg of village silk weaving which has now become
almost a Thai Silk Co. trademark.

Still unable to make enough to support his family,
in 1959 Somneuk went to work for the Raymond







