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Research Project Colours for Art of Silpakorn University
The Colour of Silpakorn Pradit

Paint Production : Project History

Silpakorn University is Thailand’s first art university. Founded in 1943 by an Italian sculptor
who took the Thai name Silpa Bhirasri, Silpakorn initially had only one faculty: the Faculty of
Painting and Scupture. This was in keeping with the founder’s wish that the new university would
be devoted solely to the study of art, a wish clearly conveyed by the school’s name - Silpakorn,
which contains the Thai word for “art.” The birth of Silpakorn University not only marked the
beginning of modern art education in Thailand, but it also signaled the emergence of contemporary
Thai art onto the international stage. In the sixty years since the university’s founding, the
country’s artistic development has been rapid and remarkable. Many Thai artists today enjoy a
reputation on a par with leading artists from other cultures around the globe. Their works can stand
proudly beside the very best examples of contemporary art produced anywhere in the worlc, and
looking back at the leading figures in Thai art over the past six decades, one finds that amost
without exception, they were all graduates of Silpakorn University. The university has been &t the
center of every major movement and trend in Thai art since its inception.

Today, Silpakorn University is much more than Thailand’s most prestigious institution of the
arts. It is a full university, offering courses in a wide range of academic fields. The university has,
for example, an outstanding Science Faculty, which is home to a number of top-level experts in
chemical research. In light of these scientific resources and the university’s long-standing artistic
expertise, Silpakorn conceived the idea for a new project: to produce a range of high quality artist's
paints that are affordable, safe and non-polluting. On three separate occasions, sixty of the ¢
ountry’s leading artists were invited to test these paints, and their comments and suggestions were
used as the basis for improving their quality. Today, Silpakorn’s own artist’s paints are second to
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Silpakorn University has used International Blue Wool Standards in testing its pai‘n".s for
permanent resistance to sunlight. These testing methods are recognized by the American Society for
Testing and Materials (ASTM).

The test involves the use of eight pieces of blue cloth, each with a different resistance to
sunlight. The first piece of cloth has the lowest level of resistance. Each succeeding piece has a
progressively higher degree, with cloth number eight being the most light resistant. The testing
procedure works this way. All eight pieces of cloth are laid out side by side. Then they are partially
covered with a sheet of opaque cardboard and exposed to sunlight. At the same time, the pant to
be tested is applied to a specified material, partially covered with opaque cardboard, and exposed
to sunlight. After a certain period of time, the cardboard is removed, and if it is evident thét the
paint sample which has been exposed to light has faded, it is compared with the blue cloth to
determine which of the eight sheets it resembles most closely. If the paint is most similar to cloth
number 8, it is given a light resistance rating of 8, which means that it sunlight-proof for more than
100 years.

More than 90% of the watercolors, oil paints and acrylics which Silpakorn produces have
been found to have a sunlight resistance rating of either 7 or 8. In other words, these producis are
guaranteed to remain resistant to light for more than a century.

Health and Safety
All of Silpakorn University’s artist's paints conform to international standards for health and
safety. Under the (ASTM) D4236 Standard Practice for Labeling Art Materials for Chronic Fealth
Hazards, the ingredients used in the manufacture of the paints are analyzed by toxicologists, and
if any warnings are warranted, they are displayed on the label.
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