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Objectivity, Abstraction to Ideal

Thavorn Ko-udomvit

Under this earth, there are many
things merging as one. Many objects
composes of millions categories. Human
beings also evolve from species. They are
physically and genealogically different.

One society composes of diversity
which includes rage, religion, language,
tradition, culture and way of life. We can
also find these differences in art society in
terms of style, content, technique, method
and process. Both old and new artists have
their own way to present their views and
emotions towards different images and
surroundings. These varieties are source of
learning which creates balance to them and
their surroundings.

The evolution and variety of these art
styles bring value to art society and the
society surrounding it. In the contemporary
art society of China, there are many
curators who try to understand and create
the value from such variety without trying
to push away other styles or approaches
that seem to be out of fashion. On the other
hand, they try to combine the old ones and
the new ones appropriately and valuably.

Under the midst of growing concep-
tual art, the former art approaches are
considered out of fashion and invaluable,
especially the realistic art. Nowadays, it is
regarded as art for creating the value. The
important thing about this issue is not a
question about why it happens so. Actually
we should ask what value and meaning
that this kind of art has towards Thai’s
contemporary art and why there are still
some artists who continue this approach
in present.

Faith, 130 x 180 ¢cm, 1983

From Objectivity to Abstraction...

Sompop Butarad is another Thai artist
who used to create realistic art, became
successful and received 29" National Art
award in 1983 for his artwork namely
‘Benefactor’ (Tee Pheung). He was inspired
by the faith in Buddhism. Afterwards, he
stepped into art creating process with
expertise. He began to find out his indi-
vidual approach after the experience in

-
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Mother Earth, 200 x 200 <m, 1999

painting the mural painting at Wat Bud-
dhapadipa in London, England.

His 10 years experience in different
culture and way of life had an impact on
his change of style, attitude and technique.
He did an experiment on new materials,
techniques and approach to serve his
thought, imagination without limiting it to
one style. He then created abstract works
that reflected his interest in his belief in
Buddhism, origin, ancestors and wisdom
from generations to other generations.

His abstract approach has reached pure
objectivity-abstraction. To him, individual-
ity does not mean himself but a certain level
of satisfaction with the way he presents his
thoughts towards the surroundings. Not
being hold on to fixed approach or one
particular concept does not only help him
understand life, society, others, the world

Installation view “Ladder to heaven” at Atelier Art
Gallery, 2001

and other context, it is also useful in terms
of living together with understanding the
world beyond reach. Earth Clay, Tempara,
soot, 185 X 200 <m.

When his journey of art is open with-
out the artist’s ego, his free thought and
imagination is open for experiment. This
brings variety in the process of creation and
development of styles.

From Abstraction to Ideal...

When considering his artworks from
the past to the present, we can find changes
in terms of style, technique, approach that
are developed to his and the viewers’ satis-
faction. However, under these changes,
there is one thing that he always holds
onto. It is the inspiration from his faith in
Buddhism with is the foundation of Thai
culture. Although he might not express the



symbol of Buddhism directly, his concept
reflects his beliefs relating to Buddhism
that he believes it is the knowledge filled
with facts for life. No matter how the world
might be, Buddhism has still brought us to
understand the truth that this modern
world cannot give to us.

‘City of Angel’ is the result of his
experience in superior expertise. He is back
to realistic approach again. This time, he
includes the concept about theology or
belief in god, deity and angel in the ideal
world into his realistic style. He is inspired
by the idealistic images of Thai's figures in
fine art. The artist creates his artworks to
be dimensional and adds the colors of
human-like deity along with the ambiance
of faith. His angel is in the sacred place
of Bangkok such as Sao Ching Cha, Wat
Sutad, Wat Arun and other meaningful and
valuable places. The Goddess appears on
some painting. This is inspired by beliefs in
oriental world such as Phra Mae Kong Ka,
the mother of river, or Phra Nang Apsra,
Hindi angel.

The relation between goddess and the
places that they exist is the inspiration for
this collection of artworks. They myth
about faith in things beyond sight is
connected to our ancestor’s belief. They
named the city as if it is the sacred and
places on heaven.

10

Original Drawing “Anijang”, 1999

According to Sompop, ‘City of Angel’
and ‘Krung Thep’ is different in terms of
the word form or the position of words
while its true meaning might be embedded
with the level of perception and the con-
text. To him, these two homonym words
have connotation of the two connected
things which are belief and time. They are
not obvious as a story but his artworks
leave questions to the viewers: in the midst
of current change, what is lost and what
still remains? How is the word ‘City of
Angel’ different or connected to ‘Krung
Thep’? The answers to these questions
might be leading us to the true meaning
of these words and the ideal land of good-
ness and righteousness combined into
Sompop’s fine art.

For him, theology seems like ‘idealis-
tic concept’ and his efforts in using philo-
logical approach in order to explain what
is connected to the experience relating to
religious traditions of these believers. He
uses his inspiration from the believers’ and
his faith and belief in Goddess or Angel, the
beautiful female with miracles. He tries to
reflect the myths and symbols of belief
thatinfluence the believers’ way of life. He
presents them via Idealistic Art that based
on Realistic Art that serves the artist's
philosophy and feelings.
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Detail of “Mother of Chao Phraya®”, 2008

The combination of idealistic and theo-
logical aesthetics reflects dimensions of
logic and ideal created. It also communi-
cates his individual imagination towards
the story beyond understanding that is
difficult to transfer and perceive. It is
presented in objectivity.

The myth of angel deeply connects the
good and the bad. It is representative of
idealistic object that is created in order to
explain the world beyond our sight. More-
over, this myth also helps us know the
implication about our ancestor’s intelligent
policy that tries to bring us to the good-
ness. Those who do well will go to heaven
while the bad ones will go to hell. *Angel’
here does not mean the beautiful woman
but it also includes the representative of
goodness. This myth has always be a faith
of people since the past. The belief in the
thing beyond the sight and proof is step-
ping into the truth. The former meaning of
‘Angel’ might not only be an intelligent
policy, butitis also the metaphor for those
who are verbally and behaviorally kind and
gentle.

The ideal realistic image that appears
on his painting reflects the power of faith
and belief that he has towards life, nature,
his mind, the story about Buddhism that is
deeply connected to the artist, the way he
respects himself, his life-long expertise.

The aesthetics of this exhibition is not
only physical elements that we can see but

Apsorn, 150 X 180 ¢m, 2008

also the reflection of the inner beauty of
the story beyond proof. The mysteries
about Buddhism might being proved to
make us understand that, actually, ideal-
ism that many people view it as non-sub-
stantial might not be the ideal imagination
anymore. On the other hand, it might be
the utmost truth that brings human being
to the ‘City of Angel'.

Variety of objectivity, abstraction and
ideal in contemporary art context

As mentioned above, variety brings
value, especially, as a learning source that
create balance to its surroundings.
Sompop's artworks might not be popular
or of new approach in contemporary art
but they are like a creek of variety that
flows down to other dry area and brings
balance to Thai’s contemporary art.

Under the changing art world, push-
ing away one particular art approach might
not be a way to create something new and
good. This is not only in terms of variety of
art, but also includes the variety of beliefs
and attitudes. Although we might not be
able to accept all variety, learning to be in
the middle of old and new approaches will
help us perceive the true value of every
thing. William Blake, one of the world
most famous thinker, once said: ‘The eye
altering, alters all".
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Rebirth, Oil on Canvas,
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128 9889 nanLing
Celebrating, Oil on Canvas, 200 x 240 cm.
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diJasn « Apsra, Oil on Canvas, 200 X 140 <M.



