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Live for the day.

Art Museum Foundation
|

Two years ago | went to Japan and had g
chance to live with a small Japanese family in
the north island, Feeling awkward speaking
English, my host asked his friend who worked as
an interpreter to hold the first dinner for us in
order that we could talk,

It was a small wooden Japanese house. The
previous owner was a well-known writer whose
traces you could still sense when entering the
reading room which was once used as his
working place, relaxing zone, living space and
reception room altogether. When the writer
passed away, his wife did not want to see the
place fall into decline while at the same time
resisted dramatic changes of the house. Al
these conditions had driven many tenants away
until a couple from Tokyo came. With slight
changes and some added details, the couple
could reserve the house’s history in accordance
with the desire of the owner.

The harmony resulted from a good mix of
rounded visions. It provided comfort while at the
same time nicely blended the past and the
present. Even temporary visitors could feel that
harmony.

Hung on the wall were four Chinese letters
carved on wood, The host said that they were
treasures of the deceased owner. The letters
could be pronounced both in Chinese and
Japanese and could be translated in English as:
Live for the day :

It is simple, short and precise but the meaning is
profound.

It will even be more profound when one truly
understands that walk of life.

This memory came up in my mind in a night
while | was walking slowly and drinking warm tea
to calm my mind and think of the things | should
do before the end of the year.
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I spent my last week in Chiang Mai following the
working path of a group of artists who gathered
for various reasons but all shared one goal that
Was to give birth to a business project (if you
want to call it that way). Or to put it in a more
maodern term, you may call it a Contemnporary .

Art Project which was filled with many interesting
components, ; ;

If looked through the business glasses, this
Project is a construction of a small hotel whose
12 rooms are decorated according fo the old
Chinese knowledge of Feng Shui, concerning
mainly on wind and water, to fit the nature of the
guesses. The detalls of decoration range from
the position of the door, the direction of the
headboard to the colours of the rooms. Still, all
those details are considered under the frame of
moederm art and architecture in a way that just by
its outlook the building could draw in people's

{ ) /

i Rl ¥

“Rama IX Art Mus

attention ang
700-year-old
finished,

become a new destination in the
city as Chiang Mai once it is

Neverthelesa, instea
opening,
first,

. d of the hotel's grand
this project chase to launch its shoP

The mo shopisasg
Opposite to Upaky,
from Tapae where

mall three-storey building
t Temple, five-minute walk
the hotel locates. -
Thaiwijit Poengkasemsomboon, a prominent
Thai Abstract Expressionist artist, spent many
months renovating an ol building to be a new
open space. It welcomes varigus kinds of
contermporary ant such as paintings, pots and
sculptures of Thaiwijit himself, Udom
Udomsrianan’s fumiture which is now collected
by many leading museums, as well as works by
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Rama IX Art Museum Foundati

Prabda Yoon, an art graduate who is famous for
his writing.

Terence Conran, the founder of Habitat and the
Design Museum in London, wrote in his book
that the beauty of the house starts from the floor
material and moves to the wall texture before
going down to other features. Applying the same
idea, the original floor of the shop was
transformed into bare cement while some parts
were elevated by the laying of wooden stripes.
Some sides of the wall, besides functioning as
exhibition space, were painted deliberately as
work of art conforming to Feng Shui's principles
that aim to add up the water element to the
building. Taking the open construction of the
ceiling and the light installation into account, the
whole energy of the building is drastically
altered.

Even in the afternoon when the weather is
fiercely hot, it is cool inside without any help
from air-conditioners. In the day that you read
this article, a cup of espresso may t!e placed
beside you as Thaiwijit has turned his colleGted
furniture in the 50s into a small coffee shop. -
Even the espresso maching is the design from
that period. All these are the details of Thaiwijit's

working process.

| followed Thaiwijit to many places during the
week. One journey was to goto a small garage.
The beautifully painted iron furniture you see is
not just goods bought from some flea markets,
but collected objects that were transferred from
Bangkok to a small garage in Sankampang to
be coloured specifically. After finishing colouring
a big car, the painter came to greet Thaiwijit and
asked him to choose colours for some pieces of
furniture. Thaiwijit gave orders in detall down to
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the colours of the drawers’ handles and locks. would hide afl these words, However, it may be HanesuyHna r\ wmilaflannmsdomidoiuu

The painter said that he would modify locks of 900d to think that whan all those books areé IHUEI: iﬁ'E;SOLI?T-IS e

motoreycles’ fuel tanks to use with the furituire, ¢ ' \
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The bookshelf in the shape of a dialogue box is charm of such a place; where ideas of people \ ' :
also the design of Thaiwijit, In a far away wood ifferent ' :

from differer Creative unt m, where
mill, the 70-year-old carpenter who looked very wanderers around mé_‘,:zt:dbl:zs&dmmed to
happy with his work showed us the first sample  stop by, and where it is accessible for all just Ike
of the bookshelf. He applied the old technique j T

a park.
using dovetails to join pieces of teak. Different 3 :
ages of wood make the colour of the bookshelf To create such o course requires
vanant. If it is not painted over, we wil be able to considerable aino%?\tq-:&orfﬁonay'bﬂlqabﬂw all, it
see this feature clearly, nesds a heart that i brave e | to break the
Thaiwijit told me that when he installed the’ and Jim o oLgN

ules and limitation of busine ss in general.
bookshelf, he would put writers' words on the it A

wall behind it, aithough he feared that the boois - One afternoon Thaiwijit drove me to meet 2 e
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Person who contains all these qualities. Fame is
nct.what he is looking for in investing in such a
Project, So, it is not surprising why his name is
not mentioned at all in this article.

‘Do ar}ytr]ing that no one would dare to do.
Make it different. Make it fun." was what the

investor who looked rather like an artist told me -

Ehat afternoon.

Money is not ours. Someone gives it to us so
that we spend. Accordingly, this project does
S:Jt worry about the break even point. Only that

© project can feed the workers, | am happy.”

He added with a humble smile, a smile of a man
whosg profound thoughts imprint in his words.

This is the core of the investment in this project
wha{a neither loans nor interests exist. It is a
caupous investment depending just on available
capital. As a result, uniike others, the project

L

under Thaiwijit's responsibility is free from any
business pressure.

The humble personality of the investor reminds
me af Sam Walton, the founder of Wal-Martin
the United States. Although he was ranged the;
richest man in the world by Forbes magazine, in
real life, he still drives his old truck, flies in
economy class and lives his life the way it has
been. He does not let wealth disturb his mind.
That | mentioned the story of Sam Walton is
because the vehicle that took us to many places
in Chiang Mai was not a luxurious European car
but an old Masda truck that the investor lent
Thaiwijit while working on this project.

When we were about to leave, the investor said:
“That is my positional vehicle.” :

His words made me think of Sam Walton.

How can the initial idea be transformed into the

real project”? '
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* Thaiwijit invited me to Lamphun in one late
afternoon to meet Mit Jaiin, an artist who, during
the past few years, has been creating hundreds
of artwork as a way to foster awareness. The
twa-storey building at the back of Haripunchai
Museum was modified to be the artist's studio.
There were many colour buckets and unfinished
works making it look like a small factory, except
for the fact that the works here were made by
hands that would constantly shift depending on
the owner's moods, unstable like the state of
human'’s mind. Products from such a process
are not plain commodities but works of art that
reflect the inner state of the creator's mind,

One of Mit's works is a frame with five colours
painted on one side. The colours were left until
dried and then scraped over and over again.
Such repeated-actions are in fact a good way to
foster awareness. In the day that one’s mind is in
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turmoil, one can turn the work over to see its
other sida and the sole colour painted on the
back may calm such mind.

In the end, if art is a process to learn life and if
Dharma is the most proper way towards the
truth of life, the way Mit uses awareness to
generate art or, the other way round, uses art as
a tool Ito foster awareness makes his work even
more interesting. It is not surprising, considering
Mit's strong intention which springs from his love

of art, that the hotel project we are talking about
has such an avant-garcde concept.

Mit is the initiator of the idea before handing it to
Thaiwijit who turned it into reality.

Human's attitudes towards the world and life,
according to Mit, are changing. There is much
more interest in Eastern wisdom and this should
lead to the blend of Eastern and Western
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knowledge. In order to let those new ideas
spring up, it is crucial to have a place that is
wide open, allowing them to coexist
harmoniously. This place, not shopping malls, art
galleries or universities, will likely be a new
alternative for people in the contemporary
period,

This concept gave birth to mo shop.
It combines modernity and movement of causes
and factors in each moment.

Life is actually nothing but an ensemble of small
moments which, when linked, become stories.
However, if one analyses it in depth, stories aré
nothing but fragments of moments which may
actually originate from emptiness.

To live a happy life, hence, is not to live day by
day.

Whoever comprehends the essence of living in
the moment, realises the stream of birth and
death that flows continuously, and is free from
attachment in the ornate world, that person will
possibly step closer to the truth, the goodness
and the beauty which altogether echo the real
meaning of life.

Mit also believes that the change in sociegty
should start from the middle class :jmd it is not
him but Thaiwijit who can commuplggts \{wth
those people. Mit then asked Tha1lwurt to join the
project and introduced him to the investor who
is Mit's friend from childhood.

|, personally, call this dream “The Rek?ase of
Lanna Artistic Power”.

Talking about the hotel, Mit thinks that it is
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similar to Arokaya Sala (The House of Healing) in
the past, except that the Eastern concept of the
healing hause is applied to the hotel’s modern
structure and decoration, giving gliess sense of
comfort and cleanliness.

Such a hotel is therefore not just a hotel, but a
mixture of old and new things, selectively and
deliberately chosen. In truth, if one considers
thoroughly, one will see that all things are
related.

“Even the furthest star transmits its power
tous.”

| wrote Mit's words in my notebook. .

Many people may assume that this is just
anather boutique hotel but, considering all the
hotel's concepts and Thaiwijit's way of working,
| prefer to call it a fantastic hotel.

Rama X Art Mus

For several years, Thaiwijit had been mentioning
to me that he planed to move to Chiang Mai,
Moving to another city is a major change. Md
shop and mo hotel are thus, in my view, not only
new places for city people or a modern hotel for
tho_sc:) who crave differences, but also a new
exciting art journey for Thalwijit and his friends.

Most importantly, still, this plece of art

demonstrates the most essential elemant of
human life ...

Being alive and living a life,
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