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THE QUEEN’'S GALLERY

The Queen's Gallery Foundation was established in response to the
gracious wish of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit to provide a permanent home for the
exhibition of a wide range of Thai visual arts especially paintings and sculpture.
A public gallery is deemed an important means for the promotion of Thai culture

and established Thai artists as well as younger ones with exceptional talent and
obvious potential.

Her Majesty the Queen, a staunch patron of numerous foundations for
Thai culture and arts, has been instrumental in bringing numerous ethnic Thais,
irrespective of their basic education, from villages all over the country to a series
of intensive training courses, and turning them into professional artists in various
and diversified disciplines, reflecting her well known kindness and concern that

she has always had for her less privileged people. All projects under her patron-
age have been highly successful.

At one of the painting contests that Bangkok Bank organized specially

in June 2001 at the Bangkok Bank Head Office, for the selection of master
patterns (models) for delicate silk embroidery to be made by Thai women in the
South, Her Majesty, the Queen, designated all 7 million baht donated by the
Chairman of the Bank, Mr. Chatri Sophonpanich and six others,

on-going art promotion activities, stating briefly, “This is the seed

. money for the
building of a Thai arts exhibition center”,

A series of meetings among Bangkok Bank top executives and other
es who were knowledgeable in arts were organized to find ways and

means 1o carry out the royal wishes. The most urgent task was to find a suitable
site for the center. After considerin

to the conclusion that the Bangko
among all alternatives for several

dignitar

gvarious places, the working committee came

k Bank's Phan-Fa branch was the best location
reasons.

First of all, the building is situated on the main passage of the historical
Rattanakosin Island’ where ancient palaces, royal temples and many other

government buildings are located. |t IS one of the most 'cannot miss' tourist
altractions of the country

More importantly. the existin
with modern design can be modified
moderate cost Onl

g structure, which is well constructed
INto a public arts exhibition center at a
v the first 2 floors of the present S-storey building were then

used as the branch office of Bangkok Bank Public Company Limited. The upper

3 stories formed the permanent center for the performance of Thai drama
as well as an exhibition center for the annual ‘Bualuang Painting Contest’
arganizec by Hrr KOk Ban iiri 6 Mact D6 e -

J v Bangkok Bank during the past 25 years The place was. therefore
already well known 1o ..,[||»\:_=._ and art |fJV&fH i rh'dl|f'jll(1

At the same time, the banking business would be.able to continue
uninterrupted at the same spot, thanks to modern comquerlzed syste_m; that
have allowed the bank to downsize its operating space with increased eﬁtlcnency,
The banking operation could be easily reduced tp Ioccupy only one third of a
floor instead of the previously two floors, with no difficulty.

After receiving Her Majesty’s consent, the building renovation started in
June 2002 and was completed in March 2003.

The old bank branch has now been transformed into a magnificer}t
building with an excellent panoramic view all aroung. A part of the .1 st ﬂsg'tw'“
be used as an art exhibition area and partly a reception hall. The main exhi ;l ol
space covers the entire three floors, from the 2nd to the 4th floolrs. The 5th floor
will house offices and meeting rooms. Part Of_ thacrgel jon will. s .USEd S
workshop for repairing and storing valuable artifacts. The total service area is

3,700 square meters.
The final progress report on the project as well as the names of the
Board of Trustees were presented to Her Majesty for royal consent.

To the delight of all concerned, Her Majesty the Queen graciously named

“The Queen Sirikit Arts Exhibition Center” in the Thai

for e IX Art Museum FoundBtRsrPror Co 5. - Gatlery in English. The conclusion of the project

language, and "The
came after the Queen’s
kok Bank Public Company Limited, the Bangkok Bank
e of Trustees and all artists, are heartily grateful to Her
' i support to arts and cultural development
Maiegt'y - herl'”ceff:i;‘ ggjz;llfwliizve ltohme Queen's Gallery would never have
i Wm;t:: beg to remain Her Majesty the Queen. loyal and obedient

Gallery Foundation was established on 6 May 2003.

Foundation, the Board

been possible.
servants, always.
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