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Introduction

The Silpakorn painting school graduated its first group of students from its newly created traditional
art section in 19?8’,:[1 had a very good crop that year as some of its students in this section had already won prizes
in the Bangkok Bank ‘Bua-luang’ Art Competition. The two factors : The new art section and the Bank’s
competitioﬁ, helped to spur into being a new movement in the Thai art scene. The timing was fortunate. The
Neo-Realist movement had already edged out the Abstract from centre-stage in the West, and for Thais,
figurative traditional art seemed a welcome reliefv from Abstract art.

It is to be noted that none of the young artists now involved with the group wants to go back doing
ﬁm iall- ' tl ﬂ]lﬁrtists make research into various aspects of Thai-ness, cultural and social, and create
works that can be called their own. Their approach is much more attuned to the present day thinking, and the
results of their works, while expressing the pent-up feeling for Thai art in the young, are definitely contempo-
rary.

The Thai Art’80 group has expanded to include artists from many different backgrounds. It remains
to be seen how they will affect the thinking of the group as a whole.

That the establishment of a new Thai art group is a reaction to the proceeding art movement, that
it takes place here and not in other artistic centres, and that it is put together with indigenous elements, seem
to demonstrate that there are healthy mechanisms in the art-circle, and this augurs well for the progress of
contemporary art in Thailand.

Chatvichai Promadhattavedi
Bhirasri Institute of Modern Art
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