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Foreword

The current exhibition “Art in Tandem with Technology”' is an important milestone
in the history of the Department of Fine Arts. Not only does it mark the 10° anniversary of
the Department's founding in 19393, but it also brings together works by recognized artists
from both the national and international art scenes. The exhibition features altogether some
100 works, some by the 16 members of the Department faculty, some by students currently
enrolled, and others by Department alumni specially invited to participate. These works vary
widely in terms of technique, subject matter and presentation, but all reflect the broad scope

of instruction offered by the Department of Fine Arts.

A special catalog has been printed to mark this event. In it are the names of all
faculty members and current and farmer students whose works have won prizes at important
exhibitions both here in Thailand and abroad over the past ten years. This list 1s meant to
raise public awareness of the outstanding quality of the Department’'s faculty and students
and to offer proof of their acceptance on the national and international stage. The Department
of Fine Arts sincerely hopes that this exhibit’ “Art in Tandem with Technology: An Exhibition
to Mark the 10" Anniversary of the Department of Fine Arts” will not only allow the public to
see many of the major works produced by our instructors and graduates over the past
decade, but will also help to fulfil the university's mission to preserve and promote the

country's arts and culture while illustrating the increasing interplay between art and technology

in the modern world.

The Department of Fine Arts would like to thank Khun Meechar Ruchuphan, President
of the University Council, for agreeing to preside over the opening of this exhibition. We waould
also like to express our appreciation to the University President, the Dean of the Faculty of
Architecture, Advanced Info Service Public Company Limited, Siam Commercial Bank, the
Silom Galleria, and everyone else whose generous support helped to make this exhibition a
reality. We would like to offer special thanks to Prof. Kiettisak Chanonnart, without whose
vision and deterrmination the Department would never have come into existence. Finally, we
would like to thank the entire teaching staff and all our students both past and present
whose creativity and technical expertise have contributed so greatly to the Department's
reputation over the past ten years. Without them, this exhibition would not have been

possible.

Assoc. Prof. Sannarong Singhaseni

Head of the Department of Fine Arts,
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History of the Department of Fine Arts

The Department of Fine Arts, which accepted its first class of 30 students in 1993,
was created through the transfer of ten art instructors from the Department of Visual Arts.
The new department’s first head was Assoc. Prof. Kiattisak Chananart, who continued to serve
in this capacity until his retirement on September 30, 2003. The founding of the new
department was based on the realization that each year the Institute could accommodate
only a fraction of the number of students interested in studying art at the tertiary level. Each
year a considerable number of students with the desire, skills and intellectual potential to
complete such a program were turned away disappointed. This was seen as an unfortunate
waste, and, therefore, In response to the needs of these students, it was suggested that the
Institute create a new fine arts department. The instructors of this new department were
confident in their ability to offer a degree program in art comparable in quality and scope to
programs offered at other universities. The Faculty of Architecture at King Mongkut's Institute
of Technology Ladkrabang voiced enthusiastic support for the proposal, while the Institute’s
administration also recognized that the new department complemented its commitment to
providing excellence in education not only in the sciences and technology but also in the arts

and humanities.

When it first opened, the Department of Fine Arts offered courses in three subject
areas: painting, sculpture and graphic art, to a class of 30 students. By 19388, some five years
iater, annual student intake had nsen to 50. Today, seven graduating classes a total of 209
students have earned their degrees from the Department. Many of them are now pursuing
careers In art-related fields, applying their knowledge to the country's cultural and intellectual

development.

The primary goal of the Department’'s curnculum is to produce graduates in the
visual arts [painting, sculpture and graphic art) who can contrnibute to the development of
Thailland's creative community. The Department also seeks to educate the general public in
matters refating to art. One of the major ways in which this is achieved I1s through the series
of senior shows which have been open to the public every year since the first class of semor
students in 1987 The Department also encourages its students to enter major shows and
competitions at both the national and international levels. These shows include the National
Art Exhibit, the Best of Thaland Show, and "Bringing Good Things to Life." The Departrment
takes tremendous pride in the large number of graduates whose works have been accepted
at graphic art competitions around the world and whose paintings have featured at the
ASEAN Art Awards on numerous occasions. In fact, since the Department was founded ten
years ago, our graduates have won a total of 95 prizes at major art. exhibitions 10 Thailand

and 3 ather prizes at graphic art at competitions abroad
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In 2003, the Department of Fine Arts agreed to accept an additional 27 students
under a new direct admissions program. These students were admitted into the department
without having taken the national university entrance examination administered by the
Ministry of University Affairs (today known as the Ministry of Education's Tertiary Education
Commission). In adopting this new policy, the department was acting on the belief that the
entrance examination is not always able to identify those students with the skills and
determination needed to successfully complete a course of study in the fine arts. It was also
felt admitting these students would present an interesting new challenge to the Department’s
teaching staff. For the new admissions program to waork, the instructors must devote themselves

fully to their teaching responsibilities.

In 2004, the Department of Fine Arts will open a new Master's program in the visual
arts. Unlike many other graduate degree programs of this type, this M.A. program is open to
anyone with a Bachelor's degree in any field. In other words, university graduates with a strong
interest and demonstrated ability in the visual arts will be eligible for admission, regardless of
their academic background. This is in line with the Department’s belief that art education

should be open not just to those with formal art training, but to those with a love for art and

a commitment to learning.

The Department of Fine Arts was officially founded in 1883, making this year its
tenth-year anniversary. At present, the Department has a full-time teaching staff of 16, additional
part-time instructors, and clerical and support staff. Over the past ten years, we have gained a
reputation for excellence in education, while our graduates have won widespread recognition
for their knowledge and the quality of their work. For these reasons, King Mongkut's Institute
of Technology, Ladkrabang, has given its support for the proposal to upgrade the Department
into the Faculty of Fine Arts. This move is in line with the Institute's general development

plans and Is currently in progress.

Prof. Kiettisak Chanonnart

December 2003
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