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Muangnging Sae Lao

Ever since I was born, I'd always heard the name "Muangnging” mentioned and had felt
related to it. Although now I hear only "Kamin", when somebody says "Muangnging” , I just
can't help recollecting the happiness. misery and everything else in my childhood. Most of the
things I remember vividly are my childhood mistakes. 1 was a very naughty and good-for-
nothing child vho did not know what schooling meant. My teachers usually found me a
troublesome kid-because I was not at all attentive . did not do my assignments, had fights with

friends and did many other things which I'm 100 ashamed to mention here.

I still remember that every time | had problems, I used to solve them by finding "reasons” and
€xcuses tory and convince others that I was right or sometimes I put the blame on others, on

social rules. and sometimes even on God. Of course | never questioned whether all the problems

had arisen from myself,

As L grew up, it seemed as if problems in my childhood disappeared and were replaced by those

of a different nature which, as children, we never paid any altention to or were even aware
of. although they truly existed. In our present-day society, if we look at it from the outside,
we won't feel that there exists that many problems, maybe because we are too close (o them
and. as time has gone by, have got used to them. It's also possible that, with certain problems,
we are not directly affected by them. However, once we have come to really think of them,

We will find that nearly everything around us has become one kind of serious problem, such
as :

] I . < . . 1
Environmental problems; air and water pollution, deforestation and the destruction of other
natural resources,

2. Health problems ; AIDS. wretched mental health food poisoning,drug etc.

3. Political problems : wars, lack of public freedom of speech and expression corruptions.

i . " .
Economic problemns : unemployment, the low income of the majority of people, child labour
» and labour exploitation,

Cultural problems: religious and ethical decline, child prostitution, murders and rapes.

All these problems i : ;
eS¢ problemsin our societyare geting worse and worse day by day . They are interrelated
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directly and indirectly. They also extensively effect other nations throughout the world.

Very often I have asked myself how these problems occurred and how they could be solved.
This has brought me back to the problems in my childhood and, once again, I ask myself how
problems which were my own fault in my childhood, occurred. The remarks and questions I
have come up with are :

1. Was it my natural inner desire that propelled me into mistakes and evil things? or 2. Was
it cultural and social influences? or 3. Might those problems not be problems but merely one
aspect of man's natural behaviour which happens to contravene the conditions and agreements

of customs, cultures, beliefs, social rules and the laws of particular times?

It was then that I became interested in child behaviour as well as children's artistic creations,

which reflected their thoughts, I find it very obvious that all children express themselves in

1 E 1 similar forms,of ar, without any particular art style. The techniques they use are obviously

very simple, reflecting the freedom of expression according to an individual's experience.In
their creation, there is no right or wrong in art rules and aestheticism. Their expression is part
of their inner nature and is in fact mingled with the whole nature of the world. For this reason,
I'believe children's art is pure art and is naturally universal. In the same way,] believe a child's

mistakes are undeniably pure and natural,

In this "Muangnging Sae Lao" series , I've been inspired by children's creation of art works,
especially the direct expression of their knowledge and individual's experience. Also I have
presented my personal experience as well as illustrated ongoing social problems the way they
actually happened. I hope very much that this series will enable I and you to realize the fact
that we all take responsibility for the problems in our society. Also, I believe that problems will
decrease only if everyone starts to examine his/her own mistakes in his/her duty in the fairest
possible way and accepts them. Once we've looked at ourselves, we should try tosincerely solve

the problems the best way we can before putting the blame on something else.

Kamin Lertchaiprasert
April 2, 1993
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Sunrise Sunset in Thailand 1992, Oilstick on Canvas, Size 7
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" Muangnging 1991 - 1992 " 366 picces, Each one 12 x 12 inch, Oilstick and Acrylic on Canvas.
" 4 Negalives " Exhibition at The National Gallery, Chao Fa Road, Bangkok
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The Moon and The Sun are drowning at The Chyo
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raya River. 1993 . Acrylic on Canvas. Size 60 x 120 inch.
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iiick on Canvas. Sive 60 « 48 inch,
side. Jan 10,92, Oilstick on Canvas,
The moon at Sunnysid
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