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FOREWORD

For the Bhirasri Institute of Modern Art 12th Anniversary
Exhibition, A number of artists have been invited to participate
in a Conceptual Art show, on the provided them of
FOLK-THAI-TIME. The purpose of the project is to provide
a forum for the Thai artists working in Conceptural Art,

and also to provide the art form its introduction to the Thai public.

While some aspect of Conceptual Art is anti-art and is
against its over-commercialization, the same situation isn’t true
in the Thai context. More usefully, Conceptual Art can be
and antidote to the local contemporary art trend of going along
with the prevailing international fashions and forms, with 100
little thinking of the contents.

The organisor has noticed the usual lack of common
cultural experiences among the participating artists. They have
Their diverse backgrounds: from Otis/Parsons, Los Angeles,

1o the traditional Chiengmai up north. It has been agreed,
therefore to devise a common theme, or a common denominator,
from which all of them can start working. To impose a theme
could invite rejection from the artists. However, the reward

can also be great in that the artists as a group could develop a
common intellectual and cultural experience from it.

I am pleased to report that the artists concerned have
gamely taken up the challenge. They have made some interesting
points on the subject. They have contributed to the thinking
and the building up of a picture of the complex and controversial
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FOREWORD

For the Bhirasri Institute of Modern Art 12th Anniversary
Exhibition, A number of artists have been invited to participate
in a Conceptual Art show, on the provided them of
FOLK-THAI-TIME. The purpose of the project is to provide
a forum for the Thai artists working in Conceptural Art,

and also to provide the art form its introduction to the Thai public.

While some aspect of Conceptual Art is anti-art and is
against its over-commercialization, the same situation isn’t true
in the Thai context. More usefully, Conceptual Art can be
and antidote to the local contemporary art trend of going along
with the prevailing international fashions and forms, with too
little thinking of the contents.

The organisor has noticed the usual lack of common
cultural experiences among the participating artists. They have
Their diverse backgrounds: from Otis/Parsons, Los Angeles,
to the traditional Chiengmai up north. It has been agreed,
therefore to devise a common theme, or a common denominator,
from which all of them can start working. To impose a theme
could invite rejection from the artists. However, the reward
can also be great in that the artists as a group could develop a
common intellectual and cultural experience from it.

1 am pleased to report that the artisis concerned have
gamely taken up the challenge. They have made some interesting
points on the subject. They have contributed to the thinking
and the building up of a picture of the complex and controversial
issue which is central to Thai culture.

Chatvichai Prommadattaveti
Director - Bhirasri Institute of Modern Art
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