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BUA LUANG PAINTINGS
A Collection of Prize Winning Paintings

from the Ist to the 19th Bua Luang Painting Competitions
to Mark the 50th Anniversary (Golden Jubilee) Celebrations of His Majesty the King's Accession to the Throne
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BUA LUANG PAINTINGS

A SHORT HISTORY OF ART IN THAILAND

by Prof., Dr.Santi Leksukhum

Depariment of Archacology Sifpakom University

Hailand's long prehistoric period was followed by over a thousand

ears of Indian cultural influence which. in turn, gave way about a

century ago to influence from the West, frecing Thai artists from

their traditional constraints and leading into the contemporary world of art.

Prehistoric Culture

For thousands of years the carly huniers and gatherers used rough
storte tools 10 overcome their prey. With the passage of time their skills
improved. enabling them to turn out fine and sophisticated implements
(fig. 1) Eventaally they developed the ability 1o make tools. weapons

and omaments of metal (fi
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Technological development paral-
Teled changing fife-syle. The nomadic
hunters and gatherers began 10 setlle
down in socially organized communilies
where they cultivated plants, bred ani-
mals and produced elegantly decorated
pottery (fig. ). Communities like that
at Ban Chinng. Udon Province. also
buried their dead. These developments
began some 5000 years ago and con-
tinwed until abour 1800 B.P: In addition
10 the arifacts and burials. indicating 2
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