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“Art reflects the prosperity of the nation”

TISCO is proud to have contributed to the
development of Thai Contemporary Art

through four decades of collecting fine works of art.

TISCO was established as the first finance company.in Thailand in 1969,
located at the Boonmitr building on Silom Road. It was the vision of
TISCO Management at that time to begin collecting artworks which have
come to be known as the “TISCO! Art' Collection™

Khun Sivaporn Dardarananda, the then President of TISCO, initiated the
collection to enliven and' brighten the working atmosphere within the
C(:'!I'ﬂpﬂny and the first art exhibition was organized for our guests and
clients. TISCO has since held several exhibitions and invited Thai artist
to exhibit their works as well as providing support to them. Throu h:
patronage of artists the Gompany has consistently supported IhegThlﬁ
Contemporary Art scene. The works of art purchased almost each al
since the Company was founded have been used to 1:0m|::li|m=.~ntc ng::

Tower, the expanded com
pany headguarters loca
e ted'on North Sathorn

The TISCO Art Collection differs from others in that ou
rse

artwork is not determined primarily by the e lection! of
Radlppkiie

the quality of their work and s qui AT
guided by our good intent

ion of suipport

ng

Thal artists in their endeavors. The collection includes early
s ! and
mature later works of prominent artists, |t includes a variely of more
O art forms

and represents a number of artists, giving the TISCo A
considerable value al the present time. it Collection

To commemorate its 40th anniversary, TISC
+ 115C0 has publish
ed *TIsco

emporary Art’ WhiCh re
development of Thai society and the prasperity of the nati
ion

past 40 years and organized an exhibition. We Wish to e

- - x
appreciation to, Khun Pitakpol Wisuth-umpom, the Genera| Mp
Rama IX Art Museum Foundation, who gave his valuable advi

Art Collection : 4 Decades of Thai Cont
flects the

OVer the
IESS oyr
anager of
ces to the

+ production of this book and yet wrote an insightful foreword as I
: well,

In the years ahead the'collection of artworks shall remain one of TISCO!
s

missions, o be accomplished in parallel with a sustainable ang st
business operation. ' Siakls

TISCO Finaneial Group Ple.
Bank | Secutes | Assef Management
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40 Years of TISCO’s Art Collection:
Four Decades of Contemporary Thai Art

When | was in charge of the Art in the Reign of King Rama |X project
(circa 1995), one of my duties was to scour piles of books on contemporary
Thai art to glean useful information and concurrently organize art
exhibitions. My aim was to present exhibitions that were sufficiently
grandiose to drive home the clear message that modern Thai art is
blooming. During this time | had the opportunity to pay my first visit to
TISCO's treasure trove of art and what | saw was stunning. It is no
exaggeration to say that TISCO's art collection is “among the best in
Thailand".

Inaugurated in 1989 as the first investment bank in Thailand, TISCO was
also the first private sector organization to begin collecting works of art,
Over the years it has gathered a wide-ranging series of masterpieces
created by young artists that perfectly illustrate the evolution of contemporary
Thai art. The collection includes notable pieces by highly regarded
arlists, many of them have been honoured as National Artists.

TISCO's art collection explicitly mirrors the halcyon epoch of abstract art
as well as graphic arts pioneered by veteran artists, and showpieces
interwoven with social and political reflections. It also demonsirates the
art-for-art concept, the new age of expres x m tign
involving diverse media and materials via a broa?r!i-rlg{eéof cont '&ﬁra@
artworks. Many of the artists used art to put forward their viewpoints on
the issues of the day, in an effort to portray a vivid and true picture of
sociely. TISCO's far-sighted vision and continuity in collecting artworks

over 40 years has enabled it to build a complete vista of contemporary
Thai art.

To mark its 40" anniversary, TISCO wishes to make its art collection
more accessible to the public through various channels including
exhibitions, printed media and a virtual art museum. Providing a bigger
stage will allow more people to experience and appreciate the
excellence of modern Thai art,

The exhibition will feature 24 masterpieces created by 24 artists.
Each piece is intended to represent a certain period and each reflects
various themes including social perceptions, politics, personal relationships
and trends in art. Viewing these pieces is like being taken back to a
bygone era. It comes as no surprise that many works chose to present
a Thai identity within a context of universal truths. The themes are
narrated in such a way that these works act as a mirror of enduring Thai
wisdam.

All are welcome to the world of Thai art ...

Pitakpol Wisuth-umporn
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