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Message from the Director of the Office of Academic Resources

It has been my pleasure to learn that The Art Center has prepared a
book entitled “Recollecting 17 Contemporary Art Exhibitions 2010-2011." which
reflects its determination and devotion to keep in step with its affiliate, the Of-
fice of Academic Resources, as a knowledge hub for the Chulalongkom University
community and society at large. The Art Center has been in existence for almost
2 decades and has offered the opportunity to numerous artists to create works of
art and present a body of knowledge via the creative zone of the Center.

.
)lﬁl n d\gt (e1 f The Art Center and the Office of Academic Resources

as alwdys [sosed administrative questions about how these two distinctive units
can function harmoniously. However, | am of the opinion that the coexistence
of these two units is of great benefit to the Chulalongkorn University community
since the two learning centers complement each other in terms of seeking knowl-
edge and, also, stimulating originality and creativity. In addition, they provide an
esthetic space and sanctuary for knowledge seekers.

The publication “Recollecting 17 Contemporary Art Exhibitions 2010-
2011" is an explicit account of the knowledge in evidence in 2010-2011 and
prompts me to offer my congratulations on the achievements of The Art Center.

Asst.Prof, Dr.Pimrumpai Premsmit

Director of the Office of Academic Resources
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Founding of The Art Center

The idea of establishing The Art Center was conceived along with the plan to renovate the Mahathi-
rarajanusorn Building by adding three floors to the existing 4-story construction. At first, Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Prachak Poomvises. the then director of the Center of Academic Resources (the current Office of Academic
Resources), envisioned the top floor of the Mahathirarajanusorn as an academic seminar room on one side
and an exhibition space on the other side and wanted this to encourage people to visit the library regularly.

When the idea was proposed to Prof, Emeritus Dr. Charas Suwanwela, the then rector of Chulalongkorn
University, he commented that Bangkok had few art galleries and the university should have its own art
space that was up to standard. Moreover, Chulalongkorn University had long supported art and cultural
activities and had its own art collection on display at different buildings within the campus. Therefore. it
would be a good idea to have a permanent space where the university could exhibit works of art for the
appreciation of students, lecturers, and members of the public.

The person in charge of designing the exhibition room was Chumnong Sangvichien. the then dean of

.
hyl mmmne and Applied Arts. With regard to the seminar room. Dr. Charas
ugdiest ILH i td accommodate chamber music concerts. The whole renovation of

this floor cost over 20 million Baht.

On March 26, 1995, The Art Center opened its first exhibition, “Art Collection of Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity,” as part of the celebration of the university’s 78th anniversary, On this occasion, The Art Center was
honored by the presence of H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn. who presided over the opening of the
Center and the exhibition.
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Preface

Dr. Prapon Kumijiny

Recollecting 17 contemporarty art exhibitions over two years was aimed to encapsulate not only the series of events
that unfolded at The Art Center but also include an overview about each art exhibition in personal and social context.
Our tearmn of invited artists, writers, translators, designers and The Art Center’s staffs has worked together to produce a
non-didactic account that intends to inspite the next generation of thinkers.

I believe that contemporary art can harness the immense power of our collective imagination between the artists,
the intended audience as well as the concidental bystanders at Chulalongkorn University. Our coincidental bystanders.
many are library users from the nearby floors, are certainly not overlooked by The Art Center as we are consistently il-
luminated by exchanges of new artistic interpretations.

I arm grateful to everyone involved in producing this book, particularly my senior colleagues at Chulalongkorm Uni-
versity, many of whom have been supporting The At Center since over two decades ago.

Rama IX Art Museum-f-oundation




