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CONTEMPORARY LAITHONG PAINTING 2014

Thai history is very important and valuable and has been like that for ages. Local people in the past inheritted
Buddhist values and beliefs, which have become tradition. This tradition, which corresponded with the way of life and
social backgrounds of the local people, builds unique art as essence of culture to reflect goodness and to support
intellectual value. Culture is spread by groups of people in society and it expresses as several forms and techniques
of art.

Art is influenced by values and beliefs in Buddhism, for example “The art of guilt lacque on dhamma book chest
of great teacher of Wat Choenng Wai". In the Ayutthaya period, there was a Thai painting called Laithong, which was
delicate, came with a Laipruksa which was influenced from nature. These patterns were put on black surfaces that
made the palterns prominent, and were evenly-spaced and required neat skill This is a unique and valuable painting
of master artisans.

Gilded lacquer work, Laithong work, and painted gilded lacquered work are monochrome paintings, Buddhist art,
that express Thai ancient wisdom. These works have adopted techniques using realgar on latex covered black coat
that are adopted with gold leaves and then washed with water. The inspiration of paintings is flora. Line drawn in
different sizes creates dimension and the illusion of a coat. The contents of the work is involved with Buddhism,
which is intangible heritage for the next generation, and it expresses ideas, emotions and imaginations which great
asters of this traditional Thai art form carry down to Thai artist in present day.

orgs'in I;‘: “CONTEMPORARY LAITHONG PAINTING EXHIBITION 2014" were created between 2005-2014.
They took 10 years. They use creative techniques and nature concepts such as ftree, rock, and river etc, that com-
bine with Thai traditional folk tales that include heroes, heroines, Himmapan creatures etc. There is a new techniques
called LaiThong painting technique that uses Gilded lacquer work, LaiThong work, and painted gilded lacquered work;
it showed in the “CONTEMPORARY LAITHONG PAINTING EXHIBITION 2014" exhibition which was divided into two
parts by patterns and concepts as follows:

My work that completed between 2005-2007 is influenced by Buddhist doctrine and philosophy as well as
the Thai legend of Makaliphon as reminder of human consciousness. This teaches humans to leave the lust behind;
for example, the audience who looks at this work sees the beauty of shiny gold leaves that stick together with the
powerful twisted Makaliphon tree. All these together in frame create esthetic and illusion which makes the audience
lust over and desire to touch the work, as angel musicians see the beauty of Makaliphon.

My work completed between 2008-2014 is about the mythical Himmapan forest which is a supernatural place
and found in Chomputaweep. There are many types of creatures living in the forest. Most of the creatures here are
different from what we have in our physical world, also called combined-animal or Himmapan creatures. Mountains,
rivers, and human there are not the same as in the physical world. Beliefs in this story inspire to create work which
reveals a distinctive characteristic using delicate lines to express ideas, emotions, and feelings in accordance to art-

ist's personal thoughts towards Himmapan.

Siroj Phuangbubpha
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Contemporary LaiThong Painting is a creative work of Thai traditional painting,
product of visual art, developed from gilded lacquer work, LaiThong work and painted gilded
lacquered work, which are valuable Buddhist art. Greal teachers and masters of Thai art
have created these works of art with elaboration. They reveal a distinctive Thai characteristic.
This project has adopted the ancient techniques of LaiThong art to express ideas,
emotions and beauty in accordance to the artist’s personal thoughts. The contents
of the work is based on the artist's concept of stories in the mythical Himmapan forest,
which is a supernatural ideal place that many Buddhists dream to see and experience RE ma | X Art M

its magical beauty and miracle.
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“Himmaphan Kingdom™

Paintina. 430 x 200
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AATNTSUANENSY, 120 x 200 .

ANTNSTUANENON, 200 x 150 u.
“Himmaphan 3"

“Himmaphan 2"
Laithong Painting, 200 x 150 cm
(AENURvYeIATIEEUIAISNINN)

Laithong Painting.120 x 200 cm
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“*Himmaphan
“Himmaphan 6" thora Palting. 140 % 180
Laithong Painting, 160 x 200 cm :
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left)
“Jambudvipa 1"
Laithong Painting
180 x 120 cm
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(right)
“Himmaphan 6~
Laithong Painting
130 x 180 cm




