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Tudefimaeadiufivans ﬁamugnﬂmﬁuﬁmmmuﬁ@l wnedansan ioadiawesh ] In my solo exhibition “The Light of Faith” | convey a message about seeking
1olaedhe Foal¥lawindn Sevessnsndnialalaanss the truth of human existence through my paintings. The series was inspired by
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e vaaiesioniign Fvmowaiia Sdfwssyndmasusonuasudlyldaudiusedise and uniquely beautiful school of art that originated in northern Thailand.
fn m'mﬁmmqn-ﬁ | | would like to present the truth of the fundamental Buddhist concept that
doemadngul i dnudmitelum@asnesmedwd tuifa meliniuginss | the ultimate human endeavor is to try to escape from surrounding illusions. The
Friouan weinveoase Wwh Sipnsaunsionalatheey lummesdmid worluussemedidou ; Lord Buddha sought the truth of human existence in the universe and was finally
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from all suffering. | bring out various aspects of this religious truth via my paintings
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in my series “The Light of Faith” The art pieces do not contain many clear shapes
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| : or pictures. They mainly focus on candlelight, which is the symbol of the human
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intellect. A flickering flame is an uncertain shape, symbolizing the human mind,
Rama IX Art |"|.|"'| UI seum Foun datlﬁvﬁlch keeps constantly changing and is hard to control. Buddhism teaches that
people should try to gain control over our minds and achieve mental stability in
order to reach the light of intellectual enlightenment.
| think that “the real truth of all that we see is blocked by illusion. This is
because the truth is hard to find out physically. Only our minds can feel the truth
directly.”
My paintings profoundly tell the story of Buddhist thinking and imagination
; from ancient times to the present day. It is easy to see why this philosophy has
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anias  viesazym become widely popular. My paintings have been connected the beauty of ancient

PRIE e 2546 | civilization to the present day. | have rekindled an age-old flame and brought it
back to life. This exhibition is also a great restoration of eastern civilization. It has
. been re-illuminated in candlelight in a night of morality, meditation and intellectual

development.

Supawat Thonglamul
9 April 2005
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Journey of “The Light of Faith”

Art is a medium, like a vehicle that can take us across a river. An artist is like a shipbuilder who makes
a ship to take us across to the other side. The other side can be compared to the mind. In the mind lies
the feeling of beauty, which comes from our consciousness. Consciousness is the natural realization of
goodness, which gives rise to common sense. Common sense is the inner beginning of enlightenment and
brings about intellect. Motivate your memory and attach good memories to your heart. The artist said “in
the dim atmosphere the candlelight is the sign of intellect.”

The artists vehicle, called art, may change as he develops his level of presentation.
Q The level of seeking

O The level of discovery

O The level of reaching

Where is Supawat Thonglamul traveling with his art? The answer is about differences in ideas.
Supawat said, “In all visible things the truth is blocked by the magic of image and illusion. Because the
truth may not easily reveal itself, we have to touch it through our minds.”

Doing art work is creativity. Just like making a stove to cook on and serve our needs. Making a
stove is a method of making something with invaluable benefit. The process of making it is important but
the heart of the “method” is more important. As Supawat said “my paintings weld a link between the

In his works Supawat expresses ideas with “light” not concentrating on the shapes in the dim light
but focusing on candlelight. which is a symbol of intellect.

Speaking about unambitious meditation, Supawat Thonglamul has what could be called “Buddhist
behavior.” Dharma teachers often advise students to think deeply about fire. | think that Supawat's works

conceals a lesson on the dialectical or “dispute method,” which can be expressed through light and
darkness.

The dispute method is a kind of logic that concentrates on the visibility of two different things and
how they relate to each other. Two opposites can turn into a new condition, which is the natural cycle
of social movement and conversion. Dialectical disputes can be expressed through different conditions,
factors, levels and dimensions without conditionally holding to any one characteristic. Supawat believes
the dispute method is a way of thinking or a mental process that is not based on viewing just one side
of a relationship but concentrating on different levels and dimensions of the relationship. which may
cause a contradiction on one side and result in a new level or dimension. But in practice it is a kind of
synthesis, or shifting intangible relationships on different levels. The dispute method can be applied to the
relationship between the natural environment and technology or the relationship between social institu-
tions and an individual's ideals.

boundaries of the beauty of ancient civilization and modern times, lighting up the fire of beduhathatshas Art Museum Foundatiagr powerful medium. That is to say, only one picture is worth a thousand words.

almost been extinguished. | want to revive oriental civilization and make it shine in the candlelight in the
night of Buddhist morals, meditation and intellect by using an individual presentation style.”

Supawat Thonglamul's roots lie in the countryside. He considers himself a “person of the fringes”
because he grew up in the southern part of Northeast Thailand surrounded with pristine nature. His way
of life followed the Buddhist way, which was to study and become a monk for some time. Then he left
the monkshood to study art at Ubolratchatani Vocational College before being accepted to study at
Chulalongkorn University, Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts. Before entering university Supawat spent

much of his free time creating art works. As a monk studying dharma (Buddhist truth) in the deep forest
he had time to concentrate on art.

Associate Professor Itthi Kongkhakul, an instructor at the Chulalongkorn University Faculty of Fine
and Applied Arts, began a project to create more opportunities for art lovers to sponsor students with
potential who were seeking a chance to develop their work. Supawat Thonglamul is one of the young
artists chosen for this project. Today Supawat lives his life as an example of the Buddha's saying:
“Although it was born from the dirty mud, still the lotus flower is clean.”

Because of his background following the Buddhist way of life, the artist has had to continuously
struggle with changes as he adapts to the social life in the big city. Like many others he has good
memories of the countryside where he grew up and is proud of the way of life he has chosen.

Light of “The Light of Faith” when the mind is at peace and still for a while knowledge emerges
in the mind. When one is trained in Buddhist meditation, knowledge can arise and pass like a floating
cloud passes by our eyes, but the mind will stay peacefully still and empty all the time. Anything that
happens is acknowledged and seen, but easily passes through. The mind has reached a state of intellect
that is more refined. It can discern the truth through the supposed regulating forces. And the truth that
occurs in the mind of the conductor is what exists. The meditation masters call it “Theeti Phutang.”
meaning the outstanding purity of mind, that is to say. the mind is peaceful, still and bright. The mind is
traveling the civilized path and the power will lead the mind to enlightenment, a complete realization of
dharma. The Mann master calls it “Phutang" which means existence, existing thing or something that is
naturally existing.

Supawat Thonglamul is an ordinary artist who is not an ordinary artist. The series of “The Light of
Faith” is the fruit of artistic creativity, which contains inside it a message about the Buddhist condition.
| am not a religious zealot bent on converting people nor an art critic, but | have written an article to
stimulate the capital of social intellect.

Lect. Chochai Tukpoe
Ubolratchathani Vocational College
23 April 2005
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WHIUWIAINT The Light of Faith |
Acrylic on Canvas. 60 X 80 cm.
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BHEILWIASNET The Light of Faith

Acrylic on Canvas, 60 x 80 cm.

WHILWIAINET The Light of Faith

Acrylic on Canvas, 60 x 80 cm




We9LUeFASNET The Light of Faith
Acrylic on Canvas, ¢0 x 80 cm.

WHILLUIATNE1 The Light of Faith

Acrylic on Canvas, 100 X 135 cm.
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Acrylic on Canvas. 100 x 135 cm. Acrylic on Canvas, 140 X 190 cm.

WHILUIEINET The Light of Faith
Acrylic on Canvas, 60 X 80 cm.

wELHsASNET The Light of Faith
Acrylic on Canvas, 60 X 80 cm.




WHSLHIFASNST The Light of Faith
Acrylic on Canvas &0 x 80 cm.
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WEILUIFENET The Light of Faith
Acrylic on Canvas, 150 x 200 cm.

WEIUMIFTNE The Light of Faith
Acrylic on Canvas 60 x 80 cm.



