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THE SUPREME FOUR CONTINENTS

In the family are three dream-hunters; first Khun Pichai Nirand, next Asawinee Wanjing (Khun Pichai’s
daughter), and last Khun Udom Wanjing (Asawinee’s husband).

Khun Asawinee presents her paintings in the antiquity conservation fashions portraying the twelve zodiacs
(twelve kinds of animals assigned each year to a zodiacal sign) and the divine beings of each of the nine ruling
planets. These are a part of astrology — a study on the supposed influence of celestial events on human realm —
which has been a cultural root of the Thais since the times of Lanna, Ayutthaya, and Sri Vichai Kingdoms, as well as
of people in other Southeast Asian region including Kmer, Vietnam, Laos, etc.

| will not talk in detail about her works since she has done her best and | believe nobody else can surpass
her talent. However, the calculation or the delineation of day, month, and year has been a cultural root of man and
civilization of every nation. Let this marvelous notion bring us back to the attention on such never out-of-date
culture as thinkers in early human societies had already discerned: what are the basic needs for survival when birth
and death are definite, and what we will tell others about our dreams while we are alive is another story.

The regard of the twelve animal zodiacs, according to historians, has been the Kmer influence on the Thais.
The Kmer perhaps got the concept from India, as people often generalize that the Kmer had adopted Indian
influence. However, in the Thai Studies circle, Kmer implications on the Thais have been well-recognized.

George Saydays did a rather detailed study on the Thai zodiacal system addressing Chuad, Chalu, Kanl,
Thaw, Marong, Maseng, Mamia, etc. (years of rat, cow, tiger, rabbit, big serpent, snake, horse, etc). These were the

words the Kmer borrowed from the Muong, an ancient tribe in the Far-East region with settlement in the ancient

the present Quang tlinh area of Thanh — oa Province in northern Vietnam, a very extensive
ama IX Art Museum Fgiitaty

coverage for George Saydays s linguistics investigation. While affiliated with Musee Quimet, George Saydays as we

know was a scholar lecturing on Kmer linguistics. However, the first westerner who took a note on Thai zodiacs
should be Simon de la Loubere, a royal convoy sent by King Louis XIV to establish the friendly relations with King
Narai the Great during Prasartthong dynasty in Ayutthaya Kingdom. He mentioned about Thai zodiacs and wrote
about calendar calculation in Ayutthaya period but he did several months incorrect reference to the twelve zodiacal
chart due to his mistaking Thai zodiacs for having Pali roots. It is quite common for one who set the false idea at the
beginning will be at fault forever. | like the phrase, “beware of your thought”, the twelve Thai zodiacs are not in Palo
language.

We have to believe that the twelve zodiacs are a branch of culture we need to learn in order to understand
the involvement of, or the clues from horoscopic astrology in the historical and the dynastic dynamics in the study on
histories.

For example, King Mengmai the founder of Chiang Mai City was born on Sunday, the 9th night of the waning

moon, the first month of the year of pig, the first year of minor era 601, at dawn; but in another legend he was born

on Sunday, the 9th night of the waning moon, the third month of the year of dog, the last year of the minor era 600,




th

at the town of Hiran Nakorn Ngern Yang, Legend has it that he was born at dawn when the moon was ruling the 8 Apart from the twelve zodiacs, Khun Asawinee created paintings of the ruling divine beings or gods of all

sidereal constellations called Busayarerk. At that time, The Sun ruled Mercury thus entered the sign of Capricorn. seven days in a week from Sunday to Saturday. The Sunday god is associated with the element of gold, Monday with
The Moon and Jupiter appeared together in Cancer sphere. March and Venus co-ruled Virgo in the Taurus sign. silver, Tuesday with iron, Wednesday with mercury, Thursday with zinc, Friday with copper, and Saturday with lead.
Saturn and Uranus were accorded the rulership of Virgo. Thus the vita sphere or natal chart of King Mengrai can be The planet Uranus encompasses every element while Neptune is most intense in lead, the highest symbol implying
recorded as in the following: > intelligence. My friend, Ajarn Pichai, you are loaded most with lead and therefore work your brian hard and slowly.
J 164 father named Lao Meng | Once you remember you never forget. You have seen the colors in the dream of the four continents, you will never

o s o mother named Nang Tep Kham Khayai 1 forget it. Everybody wishes to be like this.

3 (former name Nang Ua Kham Mueang) B.E. eo/@® | With the belief in the deities attaching to different planets, various super prophets and monks have used

the elements associated with these nine heavenly beings and objects to build Buddha image called the nine-kind
Paternal grandfather was Phaya Kham Mueang, the ruler of Hiran Nakorn Ngern Yang. Maternal grandfather | metalloid image in which maganess representing Uranus and antimony representing Neptune. Element is an ancient

was Thao Rung Khaen Sai, the ruler of Nakorn Chiang Rung. You may ask astrologers what his horoscope tells; good belief traceable to the early period of Buddha image building in Burma and Lanna, namely early Chiang Saen style

birth, good fate, everything is good but he has a rather strong fire element. : with very fine and brilliant metalloid. The Burmese often used wood to symbolize the element of the Moon which is
Talking about zodiacal position of Khun Asawinee, according to her birth certificate she was born on 22 white. Buddha images carved in wood or jade are Burmese tradition. | wish to add that Chiang Mai is the birth place

August 1970, the year of dog falling within earth element, guarded by an orgress, has emerald as her gemstone, | of Tantra doctrine, a branch of Mahayan Buddhism practiced in Tibet, Lanna, Burma, and Nanjao.

with her guardian spirits staying at Samrong tree and in lotus flower. In fact, the lotus flower has become symbolic | Prior to the establishment of Chiang Mai City and rising of Tantra doctrine, Mahayan Buddhism had been

in her father’s paintings. There is additional considerations of such other elements as gold, wood, and iron in the | highly flourishing.

periodic culture. In Thai conventional astrology, there are only the elements of earth, water, air, and fire. Elements King Kanijit, the young son of one of Phra Aniruths of Burma. This Aniruth was cheated by an Indian chap to

in Thai astrology are like diamond ornamenting the crown-top. Without the elements, Thai astrology might be buy Phra Kiew image from Ceylon. King Kaniit was a disciple of the “wizard of Tiliang” who had a highly supernatural

regarded a fanciful description lacking the predictive accuracy. At present, | wonder how many persons claiming to power and was a monk in early period of Tantra belief. One of the traces of the glory of Mahayan Buddhism during

be astrological authority in Thailand would really have knowledge about the elements. They read a few books and | that time is Wat Upakut in Chiang Mai at present.

then proclaimed themselves astrologers. Many of them do not pay attention to the twelve Zodi%meslx 21! ' ﬂ tchal Niran may | call “The Dream Hunter of the Universe” because his mind has broken the divine
na, L&At Museum Fountfatian

person’s sphere of life, neither question why different elements are assigned to different zodiacal space door to visually capture the beautiful colors of the four continents | named them “Uttama Jatu Tipe” initially
think about it. because | thought of Ajarn Pichai. We all are now in the sphere of Champu Daveep — the Indian continent. The other

Element can be interpreted as “state of being” either visible or invisible including earth, water, air, and fire
prevailing in the Universe. Therefore, the account of the overlaying continents on this planet of Earth is unfailing.
Uttama Jatu Tipe is a common feature in telling any account, while the addition of iron, wood, and gold elements is
to help conceptualize clearer the invisible nature of the universal elements.

Considering Khun Asawinee’s date of birth, 22™ August 1970, the year of dog, at night certainly after
midnight, and she was named (by my mentor Ajarn Pichai) “Asawinee” | wondered whether she was born to the
house of Aries, in the first position no more than 13 degree in the Taligto section, | wish to make a slight comment

regarding her name. Asawa is horse, Asawin is khight or warrior who rides horse. Asawinee is horse plus forest thus

meaning a wild mare. She likes to be independent, she is tough and does thing on her own will and will ignore

whatsoever not pleasing her. Khun Udom must be aware, you will be stone dead if she ignores you, no matter how

you beg her. Let see another point as she was born in the year of dog thus containing an earth element. In her continents are Buppaviteha. Amornkoyana, and Utrakuru. The ancient Buddhism belief has it that all four conti-
horoscope, she has both earth and fire as ruling elements, has air element in the antecedent and posterior 3" and nents are overlaying one after another but invisible to the eyes due to the divine doors. However, those civilized
8" houses, has Jupiter ruling the birth year thus containing earth element in the 5" house. She is influenced by a persons whose minds are very slightly tainted with rage or anger can take their minds traveling in all these four
complete set of fixed stars in the cusp of her birth house including the Sun and Neptune. The Sun has fire element, continents. | have never seen Ajarn Pichai has any bad temper; so he can visit the four continents and in his mind
Neptune is quite neutral while the fire element in Jupiter enhances that already in the Lao. The tendency of Khun all are in the same sphere. The colors Ajarn Pichai brushed are so extraordinary that | tell myself “there are no such
Aswinee’s nature is influenced by the fire element but on the ground of earth element like living volcano which will colors in the human world, except in heaven”.

émit lava when time comes, Therefore, Khun Asawinee should drink plenty of water to cool down her inner-body “Ultama Jatutipe” (The Supreme Four Continents) is the title of this exhibition but it is still not a presen-

heat and fiery temperament. Are you convinced astrology and elements are the Thai roots? tation of the reality which is beyond the expression in words. It is just an analogy.




A northern ancient legend gives the account of King Mantathaturaja (a king with great intelligence but
without anger) the last world emperor ever disired sexual pleasure, praised by the Lord Buddha as the Best King of
the World. This king had an emperor gemstone and used its power to open the divine space doors merging all four
continents into a singe sphere and reigned the area with the intention to make it a heavenly place like Dawadeung.
Probably for this reason, the god Indra invited this king to reign the Dusit Heaven for a long time.

Ajarn Pichai has no power enough to get the heavenly glorious assets like King Mantathaturaja but he is
one of the dream hunters, breaking the invisible divine doors to visually capture the colors in the other three
continents; this is the phenomena of Khun Pichai having “Mana Tri Sahassa Rokathatu™ visualizing the three great
world’s materials. Khun Pichai is one of those who still enjoy sexual pleasure; but he can see the colors of sky,
mountains, streams, lotus ponds, and secret valleys in all four continents of the planet Earth. Do you believe what
| say? | believe it.

The last artist is Khun Udom Wanjing, spouse of Khun Asawinee joining the dream hunters family by mar-

riage, just like ferming royal alliance between King Rama V and the Princess Consort Darasasmee of the Jakri and

Chiang Saen dynasties.

Khun Udom first placed primary importance on human beings thus did only paintings of mass of people.
Once assimilated into the dream hunters family, he had changed from a farbarian to a culturally civilized person. | do
not blame you, Khun Udom.But loving your wife and father-in-low is good for every husband. Just follow their words.
Your wife says “jump”, just jump, do not hesitate. Khun Udom is becoming better everyday in painting, using much
more beautiful colors, and having a purer attitude toward Buddhism. His more recent works address greater Bud-
dhism concepts, but in a gentle and peaceful nature. The works he sent for exhibition are adorable, conveying the
innocence, stillness, héppiness, in paining the Lord Buddha images to the level of Bhuddhang Saranang Kachamee,
the readiness to listen to sermon.

Drawings of the Lord Buddha by Khun Udom give the trace of “Great compassion given to animals”,
abandoning all what he had learned from school turning into a original or pure authentic arts of infants, His colors
in the dream hunters family’s style can express Buddhism as the ultimate intelligence kindness, and fairness.

Khun Udom is a native of Ayutthaya from a farm family. You can tell from his look as central Thai people who
has root on nature and adores nature just like artists in Sri Vichai, Chiang Saen, Sukothai, Ayutthaya periods. All
sought for the best thing- Buddhism. This is what Khun Udom has chosen to use as means to teach people to love
nature and other creatures, to blend oneself with nature, and to have a sense of gratitude. Khun Udom Wanjing is
very honest to his own instinct. His painting style has tendency towards Buddha image in Ayutthaya period.

Arts culture concerning Buddhism no matter how it is influenced by Sri Vichai, Sukothai, Ayutthaya, U-Thong or
Suvanaphum, Haripunchai, Lanna, Chiang Saen, or Chiang Mai periods, all reflect the clean, clear, peaceful state

of mind and so do Khun Udom’s paintings. His prototype of Buddha image is perhaps a mixture of late Ayutthaya
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period common characteristics with elegant and gracious movement but wonderful. This signifies the peaceful state
of the land following the victorious power of King Naresuan The Great.

After the reign of Eka Thosaros, the tendency to believe in Bhodhisattra, the Buddha in his previous life got
stronger. Any king can become Phra Bhodhisattra. Khun Udom’s paintings inclined towards arts in King Prasartthong
time when belief in Phra Bhodhi Satawa most intense.

King Prasartthong was a humble and gentle person ruling his land with the ten royal virtues and intending
to introduce his royal subjects to understand Dharma or Buddha’s teaching in great number. Many meditation
places were established to teach meditation and Dharma. We cannot know any other Ayutthaya Kings were real
Bhodhisattra, but those who had ethics would be.

Actually Buddha images in the art periods of Chiang Saen, Sri Vichai, Lop Buri, or Prasartthong all adhered
to the strict Hinayan beliefs. Various Kings practiced meditation and introduced Dharma to their subject and as
such acting like a Bhodhisattra.

I would like to say “Amen” to Khun Udom (for his ;good deed) for taking any means to lead people to
Buddhism a which offers the best teaching. His painting (the one portraying the old Buddha image and the repetitive
shadows) strikes my feeling quite a bit because shadows of Buddha image is abstract in meaning. It is meant for you
to ask yourself when you pay respect to a Buddha image, whether you see the Lord Buddha's shadows, whether you
have Dharma in mind, whether you have trained yourself to be more kindly, merciful, sympathetic and neutral to

others _ these are the shadows of the Lord Buddha.

Adul Premboon
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