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.. is Purity.

... is Cleanliness.

... is Darkness.

... is Peace and Serenity.
.. Is Beauty.

... is Eternal Happiness:
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A Retrospective Exhibition
by THONGCHAIl RAKPATHUM

at the National Gallery, Chao-Fa Road. Bangkok

on February 4 -29. 2008 (Except Monday and Tuesday)
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Preface

Tt is a challenge to exhibit a complete collection,
an attempt to compile the works from the early years 1o the
more recent one, considering the extensive length of time
in between. Not only do | have to search through my own
collection, but 1 have to request those pieces from whom
my work is now in their possessions. m order for me to
completely recapture all periods in the past. Besides, there
are many other conditions that would make it of good
standard of exhibition.

1 display these work of ans to the public, so they
can understand and appreciate the beauty and purity of an
in different forms, concepts, techniques, and creativity. Works
of each period may differ from one another, but it is the
true reflection of sincerity of that period, pointing 1o the
creativity with pure heants especially the works in the present
time which is the main element of this exhibition that will
provoke excitement and sensation. conversing the projecting
of authoritative conceptual to the image of realism,

Therefore the works on displays will present
emotions. feelings. and imaginations in variety of flavors
that will fulfill the depth of comentment, complete with
the body of knowledge that can be beneficial 1o study and
research of art,
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“The Art in the Life of Ajarn Thongchai Rakpathum™

Art relates 1o beauty and 1s sublime and spiciually elevating. We all |

nting. handicrafts. sing

L essuy

d other subjects as a fundumental knowledge of life before proceeding 10 siudy other

vocational Nelds including wt. A education 15 inmended for vocational objecuves. Students should have o leaning

towards and love of art and 1ake classes in theory and keep practising within the curniculur framework. in and outside

of class, so as to improve on thewr creativity and skill and produce worthy works of ar.

Thongchai Rakpathum and | share quite similar backgrounds in ant education. We share our artistic drive

and inquisitive minds. our life-long histories i the civil service as an teachers and institutional administrators and our

uninterrupted productivity i ar. We started out by studying at the level of elementary art education at Poh Chang

ated from our first vocational institution, Then we went on

School, where we were trained in ans and cra

1o study at the Faculty of Painting and Sculpture. Silpakomn Umiversity. under. Professor Silpa Bhirasri. who was Dean

tals

We were further trained 1 fine ants and graduated with a Bachelor s degree. Then we became government off

serving as teachers at the Changsilp School of Fine Arts under the Depariment of Fine Arts. Next, we received

scholarships from the lalian Mir

v of Foreign Affairs 1o study a the Fine Aris Ac

my in Rome under Professor

Franco Genl

anarini. After grad

ihe Bl\llF;l nasilpa Mmanr \uth the Depariment of Fine Ans until retirement.

Ajarn Thungch;u‘

ing in painting, we returned o serve in the civil service in the position of President of

er has been shaped by i domestc and fore

an-related

art education. his serving in the

civil service and his creative productivity in the realm of fine ans over an extended period of time. He has gamered and

assimilated knowledge and experience. which have helped him to live his life in the joy of credtive productivity and

develop his own unigue sty His career path has been multifaceted: from student 1o weacher. from educator 1o execuiive,

from admimistmtor o discerning juror of an events. in the public and privine sectors. Ajam Thongehai and 1 have

collaborated numerous times, as fellow teachers. professors, speak

wt eshibitors and in many other roles,

n Thongehai is organizing his solo art exhibition al the fa Rowd, under ihe

nt of Fine Arts. in February 2008, selecn

2 work Tor display from his days at Poh Chang, i Silpakom

Umiversity, from the National At Exhibition. from school work e home and abroad. officully srelated works and works

created o

ing his time in the civil ser

and since his retirement o the present. You will see for vourselves his career

path i fine arts, which has developed over the years

| sincerely wish Ajum Thongeha Rakpathum’s A Eshibition even suceess

Sawasdi Tantisuk Natonal A

Pecember 27 20007
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s bro Europe and graduated from the Fine Ans Academy in v, Seeing and
nee 1o study abroad in £ el gra [ the Fine Arts Academy in Rome. liuly, Se
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o e Wi st in worked relentlessly, There have been
e new environments, he has vi sty his ©
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Message from the Director
of the Office of Contemporary Art and Culture

exhibition ul the

| am delighted to hear that Ajam Thongchai Rakpathum is holding a solo

Vational Gallery

on Chao-Fa Road as the year begins and has requested sponsorship from the Office of Contemporary: At and Culture
for his art exhibition. which consists of no fewer than 350 art picces created since 1959 to the present. The Office of
Contemporary At and Culture is most pleased with this solo exhibition as it represents a lifetime s work that shows
evolution in the diversity of technique and creative processes over the long years and his laudable. unique style that is
so worthy of study.

1 s dedicate e, ¢ i ¢ 10 the art of our nation. As well us
Ajarn Tho s dedicated his life. effort and time to the ant i

ai Rakpathum has alw

role he has persistently undertaken,

hix ¢ ¢ role in rendering aesthetic pleasure through art for mankind. u life-lo

sts of note. Thal artists whose fame

inspire i ¥ spread far wide
he s & role model who has helped inspire innumerable has spread far and wide

in the international and world arena are indebted 10 Ajarn Thongehai who started his teacling job at the Chungsilp

Collese of Fine Ants in 1969 and was Deputy Director until 1991 when he was appomted iis Director. His contribution
E

Fistic realm was rewarded by his appoimment. m 1999, as President of Bundipay

asilpa Instiure.
to the

.
I I I Fm;umda:l*ﬁn in creatve and human resource producuvity, he has been a driving foree

nd over the years. as 15 evident in the constam appearance of his name on

in the sphere of contemporary art m Th
the judging committees of comntless nanonal wt compentions. Crncal minds are the motivators of the: mobiliny and

dvincement of the creative process for iew generations of contemporary artists and we must not forger his involvement
advi £ 3

in the work force of the historic ant restoration project of Buddhist art mural pamings ar the Phra Buddia Ratanasathan

Hall as initioed by His Majesty King Rama IXC 10 which he has apphed s talents 0 the maximum beneli of the

Ajarn Thongehai Rakpathum is an admirable mdividual who has suceesstully accomplished fus mission in

various toles, That this art exhibimon of s will Benehit ar-lovers and conmribute 1o the bady of knowledge m the realm

of contemporary an is hevond dispuie

Professor Apinand  Posayanont

Direetor Office ol €

eporany. A and Cubure




