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Rama IX Art Museum Foundation
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Tanawat Suriyatongtam, presenter of bad example for good people

Pishnu Sup.

Nowadays, learning to understand contemporary art in Thailand is coming to some resolution,

especially knowing that art has it’s good and bad side. In the past, we usually understood that sculpture and the other disciplines of art must have beautiful

images and be appreciated by the viewer, but must not be created in contemporary pop art style.

Ugly art or contemporary pop art that is created at present, is art that makes people feel confused and not sure that the object they see is called art

because they don’t appreciate or understand contemporary pop art.
If we understand that art created from the internal inspiration of humans who create it, then we must accept the diversity of humanity and the
diversity of imaginations. Art that reflects the thought and feeling of the artist’s mind must be presented in both positive and negative ways.

Tanawat Suriyatongtam is a negative thought artist, his printmaking works art not beautiful, they agitate the feelings of people who see his works.

@ ~ &y ' 1y @ 1ﬂ1i - . g . . * it
"“mlmlmﬂm]ﬂ“am'gu wan Li@mlmiwhihﬁu Seum Fﬂ Lﬂmuﬁ Fbrks originate from his pessimism of people in the institute, that we admire and respect, believing that these people must be good and

help society until they become a social symbol of help.

For instants, in public or civil service which is the permanent non elected administrative arm of government, that takes care of the everyday running

and administration of the entire population in our country, so we call them “burcaucrats” or government officials, but in truth a lot of government officials don’t

act with honour or honesty in the position they have been appointed to. They behave themselves as socially superior and many worse than that, they use their

position of authority for their own ego and for corruption which they should not do.

In politics, the political elite govern democracy. In the past we had bureaucrats and administrators as representative of the monarchy to govern but

when the politicians govern the country, we feel that we can’t differentiate between the good and the bad politicians.  We want democracy while there are
ans >

dictators. Once there is democracy we can’t find good politician to serve the country because politicians of every persuasion tend to create confusion for our
ators. s

community, they use bad strategy to gain political points, once they are elected they always use their position for their own benefit. just like the government

bureaucrats who serve the people.

R e e



Many politicians and government bureaucrats are like big leeches and lice, sucking the blood out of people and country.

Another organization in society which has great impact effecting the whole community in our present time is the religious community which should
be a peaceful society,

From these society’s environment that we have been talking about, we can say that socijet

Y is becoming degraded. Artists have their duty, like
journalists who report what happens in our community, so

artists pres is information i : . . :
present this information in their art work, making a social comment, expressing their desire and
feelings by their artistic ability.

Thanavat is another artist who is always following the negative side of society
)

Picture of a big mouth politician on election posters is a character of male politician whose mouth is watering like a glutton, a female politician poking her
tongue out as a corruptor who likes to cheat the community.

Picture of outstanding government officer but hides the trick in their face, that has a critical title “Theft in colour”

It’s satisfying for Thanawat to ridicule and be sarcastic. The humour in his work releases much tension about his social comments. An important
feature of his work, he uses himself as male and female model, changing faces according to the situation, he can be monk, politician, government officer or drug
addict.

Using himself as model seems to be valiant and sacrificial of him to ridicule himself as a member of the community, so it won’t offend anyone.

It may be that he is trying to avoid specific offence to anyone, by using his own face expressing mock, pleasure, cunning and suspicious characters,
that is the behavior that some people hide behind until we can’t see or can’t find these people in a real world.

To see his work evokes within us a multitude of emotions, humorous yet agitated by the morality and ethics they portray.

If we ask, “What moral message does this type of work give to the audience?” We have to ask “What message does beautiful art give to the

he is an expert in the art of printmaki ing- higgem I i
the ills of society by his chosen medium. Thanawat is Konkien local, studied basic art at Fj ﬁﬁaﬁl‘i{’a f}e ﬁeﬁf mu seumcol;mmlaﬁym N

ne art college, graduated BFA from Bunditpatanasilpa Institute and
MFA from Silpakorn Uni i

h and prize from Thailand Grand prix art competition, Bronze Medal
printmaking from The 49" National Art exhibition, Distinguish prize (or silver medal) fro

m art competition

. “Bring good things to life” and 2" prize from The
3 Ammata art award exhibition.

By winning many awards in his youth, it shows that Thanawat is an artist whose work has

been accepted by art institutes and art critics.

The presentations that Thanawat is doing are risky and not accepted by general

. o A audiences in Thaj community because they are usually interested in
art work that is casy to look at and beautiful. e 2 s
a Yy ul. Thanawat’s art work has character, criticizing many sogia] institutions, besides hj K he al iticizes
s s . 5 $ 5, besides his art work he also cri At
ridicules and is sarcastic to people who make a bad image and damage our socig] instituti ’

ions.

A set of his works that ridicule monks in an uncontrolled manner, laughing (their heads off), 4] i
g S > 4IS0 a picture of a monk w

o i . s a funny face,
disguise themselves using head cover, love hot line and singing karaoke ho makes a funny

R e s e

Thanawat’s creation is like everyone is punished when they do the wrong thing, but after that, the audience would realize what is happening in our society.

We admit that there are many bad politicians, corrupted bureaucrats and wayward monks in our community, passing us everyday until we feel
repulsive to their behavior, even though we can’t punish or admonish them as we would want.

Finally we would not want to be as these people that Thanawat Suriyathontam presents as bad examples in our community. We have to teach our
children to be responsible and moral members of our community, now and for the future.

Thanawat work reflects the many problems and social ills in our community, encouraging us to rebel against this bad and unconventional behavior.
hanawa
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Fine art student, the way to be an artist

Chalermsuk Ratanachan

i art is progressing very well at the present, there are many admirable activities that support art, exhibitions and art competitions which lz.ire
' . 1jlcpm gcducational institutes and private companies. These activities have given people the opportunity to people t.° understand and realize
Orgar'nzéd e 1 t’cqn be adapted into our everyday life, knowing that art has been developing and will be a large F’an of our national culfur‘c.h o
e senificanoe ofr hat f art exhibitions, there are not many artists who create art because of the way of life at present, many artists have to fi
of ai > cta
Evenht'llmulghirtll;cza::c:tlcmtheir art. Solo exhibitions of young artists is difficult because they lack the experience of mature artists. Thanawat
(S)tl]::;a(::;icgr‘sm:"Sl;l:yexmbmon is a pleasure for art lovers. It is his wish to give his life creating art.

. i i ilpa Institute. He has a strong mind in the
one student among many, graduating from Fine art faculty, Bunditpatanasilpa Institu
i tam was S @
Thanawat Suriyathong

J ; p ; . conti t Silpakorn University.
A3 Tujayinianfiail g 1o yin i institute i d of him. Thanawat graduated BFA printmaking, Fine art faculty and continued MFA at Si p
ﬂmh’nm ﬁﬂﬂll&iﬁ%ﬂfﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ‘ry \ USE Mm Eﬂu{;ldﬂ HEIH institute 1s prou
N

fi v y i i i i n humorous s le, but hidden wit
By his 3( year he complete li riod of his life, he chose to serve art b using his experience to create art in his ow ty b dd h
. th daproncpe - . - ‘ | - N
lsh " . 0 re ibili 5 agli i s first period, creating his work to be
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