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Rama IX Art Museum Foundation

at The National Gallery, Chao-Fa Rd., Bangkok, Thailand
5 - 28 September 1997 Wednesday - Sunday
9.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Close on Monday and Tuesday
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INTRODUCTION

The National Exhibition of Art was conceived by Professor Silpa Bhirasri who is considered to be the father of modern
art in Thailand. The first exhibition was held in 1949, and subsequent exhibitions have been held regularly eversince.

The undertakings of the 1st to the 14th exhibitions were under the joint responsibilities of the state Department of Fine
Arts and Silpakorn University (as the University was then under the administration of the Department which was attached

to the Ministry of Education. The Director of the Department was then therefore the President of the University by

authority).

In the 15th exhibition, after Silpakorn University has detached itself from the Department of Fine Arts, the responsibility

was handed over to the University with the Department assisting in organizing the event in terms of the manpower and

the venue.

Subsequently, it has become the duty of Silpakorn University to handle the venue after it opened its own art gallery using
the former Wang Tha Phra palace building; and from the 26th exhibition onwards, the event has always been held at the
University’s art gallery. However in 1997, the gallery has been closed for restoration, and therefore The National Art Gallery

has been chosen as the venue for the 43rd exhibition,

Rama IX Art Mpseym Fnungatiﬂn

In the early, there were only medal awards with no monelary prizes. The 1st prize was a gold medal award; the 2nd
prize -silver; 3rd -bronze. Artists who have acquired 3 gold medals or 2 gold and 2 silver in a single section, are awarded
the title Artist of Distinction. Up until today, there have been altogether 19 Distinction Awards. Today, apart from

government subsidy, the event is also sponsored by Esso (Thailand) PCL to assist with the awards and other expenditures.

In the 13th exhibition in 1962, His Majesty the King personally presided over the opening ceremony for the first time;
and for the 14th exhibition, gave royal consent 1o have some of His Majesty’s works in painting go on exhibit and participate
in the event. Eversince, the National Exhibition of Art has always been graced by the presence of His Majesty’s works
of art, and from the 22nd exhibition onwards, a prirvy Counsellor has without fail been appointed as this Majesty's

representative to preside over the official opening ceremony.

Professor Silpa Bhirasri wrote in “What is Art?” that.. “Only art can unite us as brothers and sisters. Only art has no
boundaries nor race. No fighting for selfish interests. Art is an important medium to raise our spirits to a higher dimension
and give us hope towards our ideal future.”, and.. “The art works on exhibit may not all be the best or be according
to our tastes, but out of 100 pieces of work, you might come across one that arouses your emotions and lead you to

think and do only virtuous things. That!, is achieving the ultimate intention of the National Exhibition of Art "
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