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GlU aosstli a1s:ums - Nino Sarabutra
Vases, 2018-2019, porcelain and stoneware, 54 x 31 % 31 cm each

dlu gosstll ans=ums - Nino Sarabutra
Vases, 2018-2019, porcelain and stoneware, various sizes
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GIFT | TRIBUTE | TABOO - WHAT ARE WE GIFTING?

Nino Sarabutra and Wasinburee Supanichvoraparch

Gifts are not only material, sometimes they are in the form of favors
in negotiation, in deals, in agreement and contracts. From a single rose
to fine jewelry, from a small amount of money to a big fund, from a bicycle
to a big yacht, from a cigarette to a fighter jet to a trade agreement...
there is no limit in the scale of gift giving.

‘Gifting’ can express love, show respect or loyalty, demonstrate
wealth, seek cooperation, conquer hearts, apologize, cover up the guilt,
seal a deal... the notions are endless and often unclear.

Through ancient history of gifting and tribute, two artists found their
common interest - the influence of gifting the Chinese blue and white
vases.

Wasinburee Supanichvoraparch looked into the history of “Dragoon
Vases" (Dresden Porcelain Collection in Dresden, Germany). The 151
blue and white porcelain vases from Ming and Qing Dynasty acquired by
Augustus from King Frederick William | in exchange for a regiment of
dragoons (600 cavalry) in 1717. This inspired him to create porcelain
tanks. ‘Who would have thought that art would become a source of power
and change the direction of a war? We simply cannot undermine the
power of gift giving and receiving. The effect or expectation could be
more powerful than we expected. It could make a big change in the history
and in the future.’

Nino Sarabutra looked into the hidden intentions behind the gifting
of blue and white China. Having seen so many of these vases in many
oublic and state-run homes, palaces, temples and museums around the
world, Nino is quizzical of their hidden intentions and individual history.
‘Most of the porcelain vases featured the similar designs of beautiful
dragons and flowers, but the true objectives of gifting them to someone
are mysterious. We don't know what was the deal behind each of them.’

Nino recreated traditional blue and white vases, individually hand
painted with traditional design on one side and with her interpretation of
the possible expectations on the other.

Both artists want people to be aware of the power of gift giving.
What are we gifting? Is it love or bribery? Can we question kindness?

Should we?
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Wasinburee Supanichvoraparch was born on June 13, 1971, He trained
at the Berufsfachschule fuer Keramik Landshut and later graduated with
a M.F.A from the Universitaet Gesamthochschule, Kassel, Germany. At
present, he is the Art Director at Tao Hong Tai Ceramics Factory and
manages a contemporary art museum “Tao Hong Tai: d Kunst” in
Ratchaburi province. He has also participated in many art exhibitions in
Thailand and abroad. In 2007, he was granted a Designer of the Year 2007
award and Silpathorn award in 2010. He has been showcasing his art with
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H,!, g DA eyond this re and photography that reflects the

value and beautiful meaning of a small community in his hometown of
Ratchaburi. Recently this year, Supanichvoraparch displayed his works
through the lens in the exhibition Lastburi at the exhibition area of Tao
Hong Tai Ceramics Factory, Ratchaburi province.
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Suwannee Sarabutra or Nino graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Ceramics
from the Faculty of Decorative Arts, Silpakorn University. Then, she had
furthered her study in Haute Couture at Alliance Francaise Bangkok and Fashion
Design with Marketing at Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design,
London, United Kingdom. Nino had begun her career as an advertising
copywriter, Furthermore, she also worked as a writer, creative director, PR
consultant for several companies and advertising agents. She is fond of
ceramics, especially porcelain. Nino has always been very active in presenting
her passion for art and expertise both in Thailand and on the international
stage. Up until now, she has already pocketed 9 solo exhibitions, a participation
in 56" Venice Biennale in 2015, and the first edition of Bangkok Art Biennale
in 2018.
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Glu dossrl as:ums - Nino Sarabutra
Vases, 2018-2019, porcelain and stoneware, 31 x 21 x 21 cm each
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