The Works of Tinnakorn Kasornsuwan 2000-2001 ¢ Exhibition : May 12 -June 2 V palerie miyawaki
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Galerie Miyawaki, Kyoto, Japan
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of their work, as well as their work itself which is

{EEDZ &IF - Artist's statement

Tinnakorn Kasornsuwan has won the numerous prizes at major competitions
and important exhibitions in Thailand. He has also been included many international
group shows in Argentina, Austlalia, Bangladish, England, India, Japan, Norway,

Poland, Taiwan, Turkey, U.S.A. and Yugoslavia.

1969 Born in Loey Province, Thailand 1993  B.F.A.(Graphic Art)
1996 M.F.A.(Graphic Art) Silpakorn University
Awards
1992 1st Prize, Silpa Bhirasri Gold Medal Award, gth Exhibition of Contemporary Art
by Young Artists, Silpakorn University, Bangkok
1992,1993  Award Winner, 4th and sth Toshiba "Brings Good Things to Life” Art
Competition, Bangkok
1993 1st Prize, Gold Medal, Graphic Art, 39th National Exhibition of Art, Bangkok
1993, 1994, 1998 1st Prize, Thai Farmers Bank Contemporary Art Competition, Bangkok
1994 Grand Prize, 6th Toshiba “Brings Good Things to Life” Art Competition, Bangkok
1994, 2000  3rd Prize, Bronze Medal, Graphic Arts, 4oth and 46th National Exhibition
of Art, Bangkok
1994 Bronze Prize, sth Osaka International Triennale - Print, Osala, Japan
1998  Special Prize, 15t Kanagawa International Print Triennale, Yokohama, Japan
1998,1999, 2000 Award Winner, 13th  14th 15th Exhibition of PTT
(Petroleum Authority of Thailand), Bangkok
Individual Shows
1998~1999  Exhibition of Prints 111,11, Galerie Miyawaki, Kyoto, Japan
1998  “Life and Tide", Exhibition of Paintings, Baan Chao Phraya, Bangkok
1999  Exhibition of Prints 1999, Galerie Miyawaki, Kyoto, Japan
2000 “Farmer's Paradise”, Exhibition of Paintings and Prints, Sheraton Grande
Sukhumvit, Bangkok
2000 “Introducing Farmers...", Exhibition of Paintings, Gallery 55, Bangkok
2001 Exhibition of Prints 2000-2001, Galerie Miyawali, Kyoto, Japan
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Under the Water 2
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On the Job
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My artwork reflects the life of people in the countryside who live by
farming and depend on nature. Their lifestyle is simple and warm,
as characterized by their everyday items and tools, the products
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Contemporary Prints in Thailand
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Hideki Kimura

—The Exhibition of The New Works of Tinnakorn Kasornsuwan 2001—

Since the mid 19805, the people concerned with art have become
intrigued by contemporary prints in Thailand. As more Thai printmakers
have received prizes at various exhibitions in Japan, Thai prints have
increasingly become popular. Thavorn Ko-Udomvit was undoubtedly one
of the forerunners. Born in 1956, about 30 years old at that time, he was a
printmaker who mainly used the technique of silkscreen. Many young
artists — Wijit Apichatkriengkrai, Prapas Chounchuy, Yanawit
I(unchaethong, Sittichai Pratchayaratikun, to name but a few have
followed him, and their accomplishments have been highly praised. Most
of them majored in graphic arts at Silpakorn University in Bangkok, and
some were students of Thavorn, who currently teaches there. Tinnakorn
Kasornsuwan is one of "Thavorn's children" and is counted as one of the
most talented artists belonging to the youngest generation among other
"Thavorn's children” at Silpakorn University

The Thai print movement, Silpakorn University being the nucleus of it,
gathered momentum in 1990s and has become increasingly active and rich
1N its artistic presentation.

While traveling in Banglkok at the beginning of the year, | visited
Silpakorn University after three years' absence. Prof. Thavorn and Prof
Yanawit welcomed me as warmly as ever. They showed me some works by
the students and | was amazed again at the perfection of their works, as |
had been in the past. | was impressed with the prints carefully made with
the techniques of etching or lithograph. | noticed two distinguishing
features of the artistic expression common to the students of Silpakorn
School : a clear concept and a sophisticated technique with which a concept
can be materialized.

The popular subjects of contemporary Thai prints are everyday scenes
or objects familiar to the Thai people. | would say they are “icons"
representing the way of life of the people in Thailand and their traditional
culture. But curiously enough, there we don't see any provinciality often
found among the people who emphasize their racial uniqueness. | think it
would be appropriate to say their themes are “internationally appealing”.
But | don't mean to say they are intended to suit everyone's taste. We
realize from studying their themes that Thai printmakers try to keep their
distance from their own culture and objectively observe the conditions
under which they live, and that they by no means show orientalism or
exoticism. As is the case of Japan, Thailand is one of the Asian countries
which were compelled to become modernized in a drastic way. As
contrasted with the contemporary art in Japan, torn apart between the
artistic rigorism and Westernization in the process of modernization the
contemporary Thai print art retains an "open feature" that ought to be
emulated.

In the near future there will be mare chances of contemporary Tha
prints being introduced to Japan. And at the same time, there will be more
Japanese who will learn printmaking in Thailand, exhibit thei works and
continue their artistic activities there

I wish Tinnakorn success of his exhibition hoping that the people in
Japan and Thailand will be able to open up a new dimension in ou
respective artistic arenas in this day and age of thriving cross-cultural
exchange

(Artist and Prof at Kyoto Gity University of Arts)




% 52 7':'3‘ 20014F 5 H 54T ga/erie m{yazw}i

IR . : — == g
oK i 4 e FPVUT IS g

NIJO-AGARU TERAMACHI-DORI NAKAGYO-KU KYOTO 604-0915 JAPAN
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http://www2j.biglobe.ne.jp/~gal-miva/
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