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Beneath the Perfect Skin : Narissara 2008

Narissara Pianwimungsa wrote “Clothes are not only
used for protecting the human body from environment but
also for reflecting identity and social status of those worn”.

This work obviously expresses the artist’s view towards an
attitude of a group of people in capitalism that voluntarily obtains or
wears ‘brand name’ items. Narissara intentionally creates polka-dot
pattern as well as the ‘eyes’ pattern. The latter is her signature design
for clothing derived from ‘peacock dance' showing its tail feathers
gallantly. In terms of techniques, changes are found in colour structure,
painting methods and movement. Non-stop and various fashion trends
are introduced by catchy hot acrylic tones but not too vivid. In this
work, though the artist uses oil colours, this technique still convey the
similar feeling of crayon like in her previous work..

From her previous work of Reflex last year until the new pieces
of Perfect Skin?, there is ‘almost-identical-twin touch’ that brings
these 2 sets closer. The artist said “According to statement that
clothes can reflect one’s personality, in 2006, | had been
trying someone else's clothes from different sources for 2
months. Strikingly enough, every time | woke up and look at
the mirror, | felt something..."

Men - Body - Clothes, these are undeniable necessity. Even
Spencer Tunick (born 1 Jan, 1967), A contemporary American artist, who
creates installations by using hundreds of human’s naked bodies from
volunteers from many countries..."A body is a living entity. It represents
life, freedom, sensuality, and it is @ mechanism to carry out our thoughts.
A body is always beautiful to me. It depends on the individual work
and what | do with it and what kind of idea lies behind it - if age
matters or not. But in my group works, the only difference is how far
people can go if it rains, snows, etc.” Spencer Tunick... Please read
the last phrase again and interpret it....

2,500 years ago, men’'s body is covered by only air and wind.
This ritual is still carried on by those who ‘let go’ of everything
according to the teaching of many sects of ancient religions.

Body - an essential ‘thing’ for human being, especially
when wisdom takes control over it at ‘the right time with
the right cause’.

On the other hand, (undeniable necessity), “Clothes are
used for protecting the human body from environment...”
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Pattern Red
50 x 60 cm
il on Canvas
2007
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According to Narissara, clothes, 1 of the 4 important factors for
living, are then necessary ‘things’ as well. Those whose need
is far beyond the basic ones are able to choose their own
clothes depending on the context of signal and individuality
of capitalism, there is not then a surprise why Valentino, Giorgio
Armani or Gianni Versace is considered as gods of fashion!

And Those who can choose (maybe with loyalty) to invent superb
designs, they might ‘use’ or ‘rely’ on clothes (things) to overcome
their goals in many aspects, for example, as luxurious as Valentino, as
elegant as Armani or as super over confident as Versace.

‘Narissara’ emphasizes her attitude towards body covering ever
since she had tried to wear other's clothes for 8 weeks. The artist
still shows her doubts, “I felt something...” (Quoted from Reflex) or
in Perfect Skin?, “When | look at this new creation, (through
clothes--writer), sometimes | find conflicts and sometimes
emptiness”.

With inevitable conditions, clothing is insultingly considered as &
‘shell’ used to cover true ‘identity’. When clothing industry grew
bigger due to Capitalism, fashion designers as Answer and Offer
(leading person| are playing a major role in making direction in clothing.
Some intend to offer a new ‘frame’ and of course, there are volunteers
who want in, like those who get naked to be a part of perfection of
Tunick's piece. Some take the opposite side, denying a current trend
like Vivienne Westwood, rebellious punk-rock designer said that *I stand
out of the frame. And | can say that this is what | want.” Or Stella
McCartney, she refused luxury. Her design is not complicate and fur-free
in order to save lives and nature...

However, the rebel or the denial of frame is a kind of
creating a new one in a way. Various ‘skins’ are used as
‘items’ to express social roles, The (financially) powerful
people are challenged to compete with each other. It is
obvious that fashion trends are set by capitalism. For us,
who take a certain amount of time in picking 99-baht-
clothes on pavement, if we can compromisingly enjoy this
artistic phenomenon, we will find our Perfect Skin, 1 of 4
factors for living, to declare our true “identity”. (if allowed)

Assoc. Prof, Kanya Charoensupkul

Department of Graphic Arts

The Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts
Silpakorn University

17 April 2008
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Galerie N is delighted and honored to host an exhibition by Khun
Narisara Pianwimungsa, in which she expresses through contemporary
art her thoughts on identity, people and society.

Khun Narisara is a new generation of female artist, driven and
original. Her works are born of deep reflection and introspection,
examining how self-identity is expressed in the context of modern
society.

When | first saw Khun Narisara’s work, | was struck by its
modernity - its form, color and uniqueness. After taking time to look
more deeply into her work, the question occurred to me whether |, too,
was the way she portrayed. |, too, wear things created to achieve a
certain desired effect when others looked at me.

Advertising pros, fashion designers and stylists say that clothes
tell others who you are. Do you believe that and act accordingly? |
sometimes believe it myself and follow all too obediently. Things
created to tell others who we are may sometimes be truthful, or in
fact may be simulacra of the truth, intended to make us believe.
What, then, is the truth?

Mattarudee Palalikit
Galerie N
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Clothes are not only used for protecting the human body from
environment but also for reflecting identity and social status of those
waorn. Throughout the history, we all have tried to mark our social
distinctions and social tasks, to build our self-encouragement and
appeal to the opposite sex, by decorating our body.

In today social confusion combined with the capitalism, we have
become even more desperate in claiming our clear-cut social identi-
fication. The instant identification in a form of clothing or so-called our
outer skin is created with various definitions. They act as the epidermis
that can be regenerated until reaching perfection.

When | look at this new creation, sometimes | find conflicts

and sometimes emptiness.

Narissara Pianwimungsa
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Copycat 1, 2008 Copycat 2, 2008
w 5 :
0il on canvas, 130 x 150 cm. Oil on canvas, 130 x 150 cm.
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Schizo, 2008 Stardust, 2008
Oil on canvas, 90 x 120 em, 0il on canvas, 90 x 120 cm
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Coo Coo 1, 2008
Oil on canvas, 100 x 100 cm,

Coo Coo 2, 2008
Oil on canvas, 100 x 130 cm



