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Devoted-to-Art Life of Ajarn Thawee Rachaneegorn

One late afternoon in the late summer of 1957, I made a visit to a
deceased friend, Srisak Noparat, then just started teaching at Nakhon
Ratchasima Technical College. [ met him at the end of his workday in [ ready
for a booze mood. We exchanged only a brief greeting before dragging our-
selves up in an old yellow Reynold. He mentioned while patting his hand on
the head “I'm so tall. Always have problem with the bus roof”.

He drove off the campus, crossed the Lamtakhong canal and ,
instead of tumning right which was the direction to his place, he made a left
turn and drove along the city canal in the opposite direction. I thought that
he was taking us to have a drink somewhere but he kept on driving with no
sign to stop anywhere. An irresistable friend loudly asked him for the desti-
nation and received a mere reply 'Dan Kwien". "Should be some sort of Isan
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restaurant’, I thought.

Until he drove off the dirt road and stopped in a yard in front of a
small house where a group of people had seated, [ began to realize that he
instead brought us to a pottery house. Those people were local potters and a
group of students and teachers from the technical college. That where Srisak
introduced me his "Pee Wee". "Pee Wee is an art teacher and my senior at
Silapakorn'".

I felt rather surprise by his introduction which might could have
come from my expectation for the person so called "Artist’ to have common
appearances, for example, like shabby. But Srisak's senior Silapakom fellow
looked clean, tidy, wearing a long sleeves white shirt, spoke with a laugh and
good-looking.

That was already thirty years. Dan Kwien today has. changed S0
much that ones can barely recognize. I try to locate the pottery house where
[ met the group of students and teachers from the technical college on that
day but could not remember where it was. The once narrow road heading to
Amphur Chokchai has been replaced with a standard highway. The rural
community of a few ancient pottery house has tuned out to be big pottery
market with thousands of beautiful clayware whose reputation spreads out
all over the country and even the world.

Everytime [ travel passing to Dan Kwien area, the picture of stu-
dents, teachers and local potters emerges cleary in my mind as I recalll the
words "Pun Din Hai Pen Dow" (crafing dirt into star) which might not givé
exact meaning but very well suit to their work of blending art with clay taken
from the origin of Moon river, which used to come out as plain jugs, fer-
mented-fish jar and Paa-Ban ( a kind of local jug ) for storing illegal liquor

fbﬁtll_qﬁ Hléﬂéfﬁ in morning market, turning it into many pieces of splen-

did artwork with variety in size whose price ranging from ten to several
thousand bahts. This is a great success for an educational institution. Beyond
the routine work of providing classroom knowledges to students, this institu-
tion blend them with the local heritage and lift up the artistic proficiency into
world-class admirable. This promotes local art and strengthen the folklore
spirit which 13 the true virtuality of what we called "Art for Life".

To be more specific, with the heart and soul of an Artist, Ajam
Thawee has a mind of teacher in a well proportion. I have never seen his
work until now. After retiring from his teaching duty, Ajam Thawee stopped
by and told me about this exhibition. "With my pleasure. I wish you all the
success',

Khamsing Srinawk
National Artist of Thailand in literature. (1992)
Translated by Nucha Sawawiboon.
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Public Sculpture 1995 Colour Sprayed Metel High 13.00 m.
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Front Building Sculpture 1995 Colour Sprayed Metel High 5.60 m.
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Building Sculpture 19895 Colour Sprayed Metel High 5.00 m.
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Front Library Sculpture 1995 Metel High 12.00 m.
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(Yin-Yang) 1997 Oil on canvas, 90x100 cm.
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Natural Form on Space 1997 Oil on canvas, 46x62 cm,
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Form in the Darkness 1997 Oil on canvas, 60x70 cm.

Rama 1X Art Mu

—_

e ey

S

=

e

B s

e Tt == g L

A———

o

s i et e S e i b * .

I .
seum Foundation

Jungusan oeeo Ausluuuenly savoxeoo By

Lunar Eclipse 1997 Oil on canvas, 270x100 cm.
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Movement of Form 1997 Oil on canvas,
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(SSR) Il997 Oil on canvas, 193x50x50 cm.
Rama X Art Museum Foundation
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Form in Space 19897 Oil on canvas, 55x55 cm.
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Form in the Blue Darkness O on canvas. Untitled 1997 Oil on canvas,



