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untitled 1989, mixed media, 85 » 70 cm
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untitled 1989, mixed media, 65 %70 cm
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Phanee Metongkum (Bangkok, 1939) studied at the University of Fine Arts in Bangkok. She
continued her training at the Rietveld Academy in Amsterdam, Holland. She has been living
and working in Amsterdam, one of the cultural centers of Europe, for more than a quarter
of a century. She has had several individual exhibitions in Holland and has participated
regularly in UMA group exhibitions in the Stedelijk Museum (Amsterdam), one of the world's
mast prominent museums of modern art.

The exhibition programs of the Stedelijk Museum kept Phanee abreast of the latest develop-
ments in Western art. She was especially fascinated by the movement of Geometrical
Abstractionism to which she contributed variant of this style distinguished by its particular
use of colours and forms. Hidden behind an apparently complicated play of lines and surfaces
lies a harmonious structure. The colours are carefully matched. They are not primary and
cool as one might expect in Holland, the country of Mondriaan. On the contrary, their
warmth and brightness hint at Phanee’s country of origin, Thai influences can also be
recognised in the golden stripes demarcating and enlivening the coloured geometrical shapes.
They remind one of the gold frequently used in the wall paintings of traditional temple art,
much admired by the artist in her youth.

Phanee Metongkum always starts from sketches of simple forms that she elaborates into
well-balanced compositions. The design is transfered on ‘Watercolour paper’ and executed
in ink, water colours and gold paint. The water colours are put on in layers to obtain a
warmer and more intense glow.

Her works do not proclaim big pretentions. That is perhaps why it is so easy 1o feel at ease
with them. They have no other intention than to radiate peacefulness and quiet, and to
make the viewer share the pleasure and the happiness that the artist experiences during
their creation.

Hans Dijkhuis

Translated by Ernst van den Boogaart.

1939 Born at Bangkok, Thailand.
1955-1963 University of Fine Arts, Bangkok.
1967-1969 Rietveld Akademie. Amsterdam.

Exhibition
1982 Universal Moving Artists
Stedelik Museum, Amsterdam.
1085 Socioteit de Kring, Amsterdam
Dutch Design Centre Utrecht.

1986 Metz & Co. Amsterdam.
UMASALON 86, Stedelijk Meseum, Amsterdam

1987-1990 Universal Moving Artists, Amsterdam.
1990 The Artist's Gallery, Bangkok.

Het Hoogt 153" 1025 GV Nieuwendam Holland.
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