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Jessada Kongsommart is no longer an up and coming painter. Being invited by The National Gallery in
Bangkok to exhibit numerous of his paintings and other interesting objects of art is an acceptance and a
great honour. | am very thrilled by this, having followed his development closely all the way from his art
school years. | must admit that | am not surprised because there was already a presence and a beauty in
his early works that was impossible to ignore.

Jessada Kongsommart is still young, almost frightfully young, but there is nothing about him that calls
for the word “upstart”. His achievement is well deserved. What you will experience in the Natoinal
Gallery is the works of an extremely talented and hard working young man who is both ambitious and
modest.

Jessada Kongsommart's art has the wonderful expression of timeless knowledge. He draws his themes
from the rural life on the countryside in “TIN TEE CHAN KERD" (in the Kalasin Province) where he grew up.
The sweet, damp smell of pure soil, living so close to mother nature that you can breathe her beauty, the
handicraft of the village people, the silk fabric patterns, yes, that homage to pure, traditional life at the risk
of being crushed under the steely paws of modern, noisy, urban life. There is also a dark, sensual
undercurrent in many of Jessada’ s paintings that gives them an almost erotic quality.

The exhibition of Jessada Kongsommart's art in the National Gallery is of course the high point of his
career. | can think of no greater honour for a painter, he is now an established and highly regarded artist.
The next step must be the world. Being a Norwegian | found it strange that these paintings, so clearly
anchored in Thai traditions, should move me so deeply. But then | realised that Jessada's art transcends all
our differences, they speak a language that all human being can understand, no matter where he is born on
Earth. We walk on the same soil, breathe the same air under the same heaven, all of us experiencing the
darkness of sorrow and the light of love, with the soft whispers of spirits and the gods in our ears.

Jessada Kongsommart has all that it takes to make it big internationally. | am proud to say this. And |
am proud to call him my friend.

Jan Olav Aamlid
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| was and grew up in the far away country side, living in the calm, warm and simple traditional life style
which is close and related to nature.

There people are helpful, spiritually good and leading their lives in the proper career. There is no
complicated life style.

When the season came, all the equipments will be ready to plow and farm. After the agriculture duty,
people start their handicraft work. Women get ready with equipments to weave for the coming merit
celebration and events, and men get all materials ready for handicraft when the forthcoming rainy season
comes next year. These are the sort of life styles which have been going on from past to present.

These are all about the beauty of culture which have been rooted in conscious and subconscious in me
and all the north eastern people.

The art exhibition “THAI LIVING” | present at this time, is to tell the various stories and life style to the
public in the various forms of modern art such as Instalation, Mixed media, Painting, Vedio and human art
performance, at the honourable National Art Gallery. Bangkok. | hope all the attendances will fully enjoy this

art work presentation and that it will appeal to the international community.

Jessada Kongsommart



viusel

Al

1a 1A

Art in Kalasin, Thailand
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(Jessade's Mother) Phannee Kongsommart
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Grandma. Thongsi Sija-ran-Sunthon Papan

Grandma. Ratree Rawiwan

Grandma. Kromm Wongsena-koon
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Grandma. Noon Kaowjurasi



