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Assoc.Prof. Vichoke Mukdamanee
Director of

Silpakorn University

Art Centre

From time immemorial, Asian countries were considered to be Eastern's
key hub where people in many western countries tried to be success as espe-
cially the main purpose of both trading and cultural domination.

Nowadays in which above-mentioned relationships have been changed in
a favour of western and eastern people under an educational exchange amongst
the new era of information technology.

Artists are like the travellers in an art-culture world to search and study
their own valuable cultures and other various societies by the purpose of cultural
relationships evaluation through contemporary artwork and not for any communi-
cable expansion in the region of transportation or modern information technol-
ogy.

The “Bangkok meets Cologne” Project was happened by six Thai artists;
Vichai Sithiratn, Vichoke Mukdamanee, Saravudth Duangjumpa, Amrit Chusuwan,
Sutee Kunavichayanont and Tawatchai Puntusawasdi. They left Bangkok to meet
another six western artists in Cologne, Germany, under a major theme of art and
culture exchange They have voluntary created their individual pieces of artworks
in the workshop at KunstWerk Studio, Cologne. It came out with many various
artworks for staging an exhibition at KunstWerk Art Gallery during 23th August-
15th September 2001. And vice versa to the “Cologne meets Bangkok” exhibition
and workshop project which will be held at Silpakorn University Art Gallery, Bangkok
in the period of 1st -15th February 2002, participating by another six european
artists; Caroline Cochius and Martin Putz from German, Ewa Zatoszek from Po-
land, Etienne Szabo from France, Vadim Zakharov from Russia including Uli
Eichhorn, Director of KunstWerk, Kunstchalter e.V.

On behalf of Silpakorn University Art Centre would like to express the most
sincere appreciation and thankfulness to all involved supporting and coordinating
organisation in these projects; Royal Thai Embassy in Federal Republic of
Germary, Goethe Institut Inter Nationes, Kulturamt Koln KunstWerk e.V.
Kunstschalter e.V. all artists and other participated organizations in Cologne.

Finally, Silpakorn University Art Centre believed that these project of work-
shops and exhibitions by all thai-german artists would be an effectiveness to the
marvellous dimension of culture and contemporary art creation between Bangkok
and Cologne including have absolutely a mutual illumination of reationships through
art-culture activities into further coordinations in the approach future.

T e O



Opening of the exhibition

coLoone IIEETS EAnekok

on September 2nd 2001
at 11 hrs in KunstWerk,
Cologne, Germany
Deutz-Muelheimer Str.
127-129, D-51063 Koin

Greetfing by

Mrs Marie Huellenkremer
Head of Culture

of the City of Cologne

KunstWerk e.\.
ehem. Kunstschalter e.V.

Dear Ladies and Sirs,

As you might know, it is not the first time the City of Cologne supports the
dialogue between artists from Cologne and other cities, countries, and continents.
The City of Cologne acts this way because we are clearly aware that art speaks
a language thalt in a very special way is able to cross borders - a language that
can be understood even where languages in the narrow sense mean a fence that
separates people. The dialogue between artists of different cultures is important

because it is them who are willing and capable to deal with new situations and
use them as material for their work.

. Three weeks ago, | opened an exhibition showing pieces of modern art of
artists from Indonesia in our ethnological museum, and today work from Thailand
is with us. As you see, actual art from Southern Asia is very welcome in Cologne
And this is true especially for the event today because it is a part of a dualogué
project that is outlined for continuity: In the course of this project, also artists from
Cologne will have the opportunity to present their work to the Ba;ngkok public. By

the way, some of these artists from Cologne hay i i
e their cultural root P d,
France, and the Union of Independent States. cotn potan

In my opinion, this mutual exchange gains its special

BANGKOK
MEETS
COLOGNE

COLOGNE
MEETS
BANGKOK

2001- 2002

fact that the relationship between Europe and South East immﬂancet%ma |X Art Museum Foundation

Asia canno
ting and plagiarizing
the world must have

9' a misconcepted “world art” that is characterized by exploi
intellectual property. Artists of all countries and all regions of

the chance to come together in a state of equality and to exchange whatever can

be wnse?y transported from tradition into the present time. Otherwise, market
mechanisms would - given the actual economical and political inequalit seduce
to the production of only so called art i

that does not react 1o th i i

and knowledge that have been devel e values, attitudes,
oped by th il &

thousands of years. ¥ the human kind in the course of

This exhibition will show that in th
gate traditions in as far their values are
the present world. | read that the artists f
tion focussed on the issue of hospitality. Thi
haps not only traditional - and according to ¢

have been pointing at. | am eager to know
concentration on this issue.

al respect the task is always to interro-
meaningful for the present time and for
Ct_:logne concerned with the exhibi-
S 1S one of the traditional - but per-
ulture differently interpreted values |
what will be the result of the artist's

But now | wish you to gain pleasure oyt

you will meet r:ere | hope everybody who has taken part in the preparation and
organisation of the exhibitions under the title “Bangkok meets Cologne - Cologne

meets Bangkok” will have the same p
ower in the futur
ingful events like this € 1o manage more of mean-

ot the pieces of work from Bangkok

Dr. Katharina
von Ruckteschell
Goethe-Institut Bangkok

GOETHE- /-

INSTITUT "8 BANGKOK

',Ilff'

Please allow me to begin this text with a very private view on this project.
Already the title makes me feel very happy, because Cologne is my beloved
home town and Bangkok is where | lived the most important year of my child-
hood. The results of the workshops of Thai and German artists in Cologne and in
Bangkok therefore are for me more than just a normal exchange programme
between artists.

As the director of the Goethe-Institut Bangkok my main aim is to support
the cultural exchange between Thailand and Germany and of course | am
delighted to see, when artists of both countries meet and work together. Artists
tend to be rather misanthropic - or let's say - great individuals, expressing their
own unique ideas and thoughts. It is therefore quite difficult to combine them to
do workshops together and exchange their ideas - especially considering, that
they come from two cultures that are so completely different to each other. You
could say that this is part of the globalisation and meeting people from different
cultures and different corners from this world is by now part of every days life. But
is this really true in the sense of really knowing each other or learn from each
other? In my opinion the only chance for cultures to understand each other is to
work together and to inspire each other threw culture.

This is what the Silpakorn University Bangkok and the Kunstschalter im
KunstWerk Cologne achieve and the result of this idea will be an intercultural
one, showing the influences of each others cultures directly and with that foster-
ing the understanding between the two countries.

| want 1o congratulate the Silpakorn University and the Kunstschalter to
this successful project and hope that there are many more to come. | also want to
thank the Kunstschalter - and especially Ass. Prof. Vichoke Mukdamanee - for
the former and future co-operations with the Goethe-Institut, who both follow the
mutual foal to create - threw art - understanding and peace between the coun-
tries.
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KunstWerk e.V.
ehem. Kunstschalter e.V.

In the 70ties, Joseph Beuys defines the idea of a social Sculpture, to de-
scribe an enlarged Conception of an, aiming to build an collective, democratic
and creative space, in which our lives can be created in anew way. The idea and
in this context combined practice with social plastic has been supported by many
artists. Since this time artists all over the world started to hold
social and ecological initiatives and made up projects stressing the subject of
democratic functions. | didn't want to invent something new with the “Bangkok
rr?eets Cologne™ project. | wanted to connect the works of artists belonging to
different cultures and to weave a ribbon combining two cultures. This is not meant

as an alternative role modell of the actual art
) scene, but rather m i-
tional experiment. B

up Beuys? idea of

The wish. to belonq 10 a community, instead of lonely artwork and the abil-
onnect different things always has been a risk and challenge for me. To

see, how the individual in a group with it :
: S unigue and pragmati :
forming the community at the base of i pragmatic character, is

flexible and self-determinationed activit
from classic disciplines, laboratory-like-

itytoc

cial interaction, using social acting as
y. Knowledge instead of science, away

It is par of the process to influence at this level, contents, methods and
aesthetic aspects. In this system | prefer to work with institutions. The medial and
education-political capital of institutions make it possible with its culture-position
in the society to find a quicker and less official way to higher positions. To present
parts of the exhibition "Paper Works of Thailand™ was another condition for the
flow of the project. To organise in this way means in our days to use the complex-
ity of media and to have the choice between Scyla and Charibdis. The necessity
of that in the starting process is sometimes difficult to communicate. Art in public
space is more than decoration or capitalism: It takes position, goes in situations,
starts out to be an experiment at events. The conditions and structure of art pro-
duction and its presentation in work of progress are opened. The group decides
by itself which way it goes and where it applies its standards. In Cologne espe-
cially friendship wove a strong ribbon to keep the group together: Questions and
chats, to see, to find out, to eal, to draw, to film and to sing, to go shopping and
swimming together.

Itis still to be proved that human beings need to be in a pack and that the
individual is able to find this spirit in its mind. If this is the case and if this is

: situation and interdisciplinari E%crﬁ ﬁﬁ wh iy . i | A
rolesseuteriompibe: ey o iscipfinerly i . |}{ ﬁ.rt MLIEELII'H FCILII"I B‘ﬁn its soul it will get connected in an intelligent way with others. This

with each other Creates something new
uct, to bind nets and to keep people and
nt's, unideological, without style, tempo-
The “We" for team-spirit, in the classic

and vivid. So is Production, like the prod
work together: Collaborative environme
rary, self-controlled with changements.

S e, oction icaron o s
cessity to open the w: 915'0010909 e e el SR o
"’ e Ws lor other cultures, which differ in religion or habits for
have been loierane e T o e iisaotial e

ce and acceptation Fultiling the duties of a host | tried to

onomical behaviour. The exper-

mental. not predictable aspect is a further stimulus

means for the project to live without usual habits, being flexible and to sustain
instabilities. So it is important for me to build a distinctive kind of strong frame. In
addition of my good co-operation with Vichoke Mukdamanee from the Silpakorn
University in Bangkok and the support from KunstWerk e.V., | have had to find
financial funds. The Cologne Culture Office and the international Goethe Institute
and the state of Nordrhein-Westfalen helped us to realise the project.

The qualifications of the artists from Cologne for this concept rounded
everything up. Their possibilities as individuals in Cologne helped as well as that
they were used to perform in front of an interested audience and that they already
have been working in different socialcultural projects. Mrs. Marie H?llenkr?mer,
the head of the office Culture, and Mr. Kaspar K?nig. the director of Wallrat-
Richartz-Museum, did anything to make our guests feel home at Cologne. | may
thank all sponsors and cooperation-partners by heart for their effort and their help
to realise this international exchange project. The experiment to connect the in-
ternational exchange and art. cultural dialogue on a high level between Asia and
Europe and to build bridges of friendships between artists started with this meet-

ing in Cologne happily.
My desire is more realisation of international social-cultural projects which
will create more acceptance for each other.

Ul Eichhorn
October 2001




The Proposal of Exchange Programme of Asia - Europe Contemporary Art

Project: BANGKOK MEETS COLOGNE
COLOGNE MEETS BANGKOK

1. The principle of concept

Contacts between the contemporary art circle in Thai-
land and those of the outside world are growing both in scope
and intensity. The thriving contemporary art scene in no longer
restricted to North America and Europe: Asia and the Pacific
region have begun to assume a more prominent role in this
cultural realm. This is evident in the fact that international ex-
hibitions are now being frequently held in Japan, South Korea
and Australia. On almost all such occasions Thai artists have
been represented; and the world’ s growing interest in Asia
means that Thailand can now move into the forefront of the
international art community,

There have been numerous international exhibitions
that also feature works of Thai artists. This dates back to the
pioneering era of the early generations of modern Thai artists
and continues well into the present. One of the latest such
evenls was the exhibition, Asian Modernism, organized by
Japanese institutions in collaboration with countries in South-
eas! Asia which toured various Asian countries in 1995 - 1996.
A similar event entitied. Modernity and Beyond; Themes in
Southeast Asian Art, was held in Singapore. and earlier in 1932
an exhibition, New Art from Southeast Asia. had also been
organized in Japan. Other international exhibitions that have
included exhibits from Thailand are the Biennale of Sydney
(participation since 1990) and ARX (Australia and Regions
Artists’ Exchange) in Australia in 1989 and 1992 In addition,
there have been exhibitions of artists from Asia and the Pa-
cific such as. Asia - pacific Triennale in Australia, Traditions /
Tension in the United States. and many others in several Asian
countries during 1995 - 1996, In 1995 a Kwangju Bienniale
was staged in South Korea. and Confess and Conceal which
included Australian and Southeast Asian artisis was held dur-

ing 1993 - 1994 In the same period a joint Thas - Australian
exhibition entitled, Thai Australian Cultural Space was held in
both Thalland and Austraha

In addition to vanous forms of successful participation
in international exhibitions and competitiona. Thar arists and
members of the general public have had more opportunities
to attend exhibitions of foreigs in Thailand as a result of the
expanding international exchanges supported by the publc
and privaie sector

The growing interest in foreign arfists and the more
frequent exposures 1o the ouiside world together with today
s rapid and updated flow of information have widened the
outiooks of poth artisis and patrons This 18 a major factor
strengthening the ant crcle in Thailand

The new trend and directions for the following decade
after 1999 will be one of closer cooperation among Asian art-
ists, which will later be projicted onto the wider art world. A
projict already being implemented is The Intercultural Arts
Consortium, a collaboration among three art institutes: the
Faculty of Perorming Arts, Fine Arts and Design, University
of Western Sydney (Nepean) : China Academy of Fine Arts,
Hangzhou; and the Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic
Al:ls. Silpakorn University. The move is aimed to encourage
joint programmer of study on both undergraduate and gradu-
alg !mf-els. whidl, it is hoped, will have the important effect of
widening the perspective and intercultural understanding of
students and to explore new artistic alternatives.

2. The objective

1.To pub‘hcate and is concered with Thai - German Artist's
works into international level

2. To make bonds of relationships in the line of art and cul-
lure between Asia and Europe
3. To express the creativity of contemporary art to general

public and to exchange an form an artistic relationship
between artists from each country

3. Organize

1 BANGKOK Art centre, Silpakorn University, Bangkok,
Thailand, Associate Professor Vickoke Mukdamanee

2. COLOGNE : Kunstschiter e.V. Cologne, German, Mr.Uli
Eichorn

Co-Organize

Annette Schiez - Berlin, Wolf
+ Yoligang Maria Ohlh : '
berg. LAG NRW., ifa 9 auser - Heidel
+ Gallery Bonn. DAAD, German - Thai Society. Bonn. In-

Stiute for Auslanderbeziehungen, Culture office Cologne
- Herr Bunk, Bill Fingernagel -

M
BMW annheim, Mercedes,
4. To do before:
+ Conception of both Or
ganisations for th:
end of June r the project middie

Information of antists from Thailand and Germany

Lart decision trom Vichoke of the four chosen artists

German and Thay group bramslormmg about work in pro-
cess till middie of July

More exactly cost plan till and of June

5. Projectprofile:
- Exhibition (3 weeks)
- Work in process action (same 3 weeks)

6. To do within the project:

- Exhibition / 2001: 50 paperworks / 3 weeks from Thai -
Artists in KunstWerk, Cologne
Printing of the invitation cards, for the Vemissage (50
works) and the Finissage (work in process) (06.2001)-
Reception of the 50 art works in Cologne from two Per-
sons from Bangkok. (09.2001) - Preparation of the 50
paper works from Thailand in the exhibition hall of
KunstWerk. (09.2001)

- Hostage for the Guest artists are the ateliers of the
participationed cologne arlists

- Requiring money for the project. Informing and Corre-
spondence with financial supporters.

- 2002 work together with artists from KunstWerk and art-
Jists from of Silpakorn University with a following exhibi-

Hama |x Art M useum FDU n d d 'Qin»f this work process in Bangkok.

7. Schedule and Location

August 2001

- Thai Contemporary Art Exhibition by 50 Thai Artists al
KunstWerk, Kunstchaller, Cologne, German

- Workshop and Art creation by 6 - 10 Thai - German Art-
ists at Kunstchalter, Cologne

February 2002

- Thai - German Contemporary Art Exhibition by 10 Artists
at Ant Gallery, Silpakorn University, Bangkok, Thailand

- Workshop and Art Ceation by 6 - 10 Thai - German Art-
ists At Studio of Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic
Arts, Silpakorn University. Bangkok, Thailand

8. Public Relation
in Cologne - Invitation of 2000 Persons from Cologne
and NRW Kunstschalter e.V+ Information of the local
press in Cologne and the German press dpa. Reuters.
ap, special Advertisements
- In Bangkok - Invitation of gests from Bangkok. Catalogue.

Local press

9. Documentation of the Project

- In Cologne - via Video an Photo
- In Bangkok - via Photo and Catalogue

10.Budget/Cologne:

Air tickets (5Ps.) DM  7.000,00
Printing of the Invitation card DM  1.500.00
Mailing and advertisments DM 5.000,00
Documentation DM  3.000,00
Internetperformance DM 16.000,00
Materrial DM  6.000,00
Food DM  3.000,00
Other DM 3.000.00
all DM 44.500,00
Budget/Bangkok

Transportation $ 10.000,00
Air tickets $ 2.000.00
Catalogue, Poster and Invitationcard ~ §  7.500,00
Mailing and Advertisement $ 500,00
Documentation $ 1.000.00
Materials $ 2.000,00
Food $ 1.000,00
Other $ 100000
all $ 25.000,00

11. Goal

1. To pubicate Thai Artists’ works to be acknowledged and
is concerned into The International Level

2. To develop the relationship between the artists from Thai-
land, Asia, Australia. Europe and America

3. To develop the Art of Thailand Through the Art and Cul-
tural Creation Art Research and Contemporary Art Study

4. To express the cultural concern of each country and fur-
ther develop contemporary art

Financlal support: LAG NRW, ifa - Gallery Bonn, DAAD, Ger-
man - Thai Society. Bonn, Institute for Auslander-beziehungen-
Berlin, Culture Office Cologne - Mr. Johannes Bunk Mr. Bill
Fingernagel - Mannheim, Mercedes. BMW

Corporations: Miss Annette Schlez - Berlin. Mr Woltgang
Maria Ohlhauser - Heidelberg.




Bangkok Artists Cologne Artists

Vichai Sithiratn Uli Eichhorn

Vichoke Mukdamanee Etienne Szabo
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The Cologne - Bangkok artist exchange project

Conception for a common work of 4 artist in Cologne:

General discription:

Alarge room of about 100 square/meter shall be divided in four sectors. This can be done in acircled orin
a rectangulared way.

Each artist gets one of the sectors to present himself and his interests.

In the middle of the cirle or of the room should be situated one chair in each sector.

Project title:

Zacharias leerstuehle (Zacharias empty seats)
or: Freechairs for liberty
or: Mensch hat Talent (Man has talent)

The following individual subjects that should be re

collected as following:

person 1 : medialabor for body and picture
interviews
science for brain; time; chaos
— Rama 1X Art Museum Fou

person 2 ; childhood: photographs: stories
forms of comming togehter
sensuality; plant; mouth
daily life - present life
kitchen, cooking, spirit
nonverbal communication; cultures

person 3 methodology
psycolodelic
humor
religion
schizopathology

person 4 : feet. human body - eros
poetry - language
spint - plants - dining
Intuition - new technologies - computer

presented in the different sectors has been

In this open space - project every interested person or artist can take partin an active or passive way




