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The Abiding Faith of Rlongkorn Lauwatthana
Kittipong Suriyathongchuen

The small stream that starts high up in the mountains and flows across the plains
past countless hills, boulders and cliffs follows a meandering course to the sea. On
Its way it joins other small streams to form a river that sustains the lives of people,
plants, and animals. This precious body of water, with its source high up in the

mountains. eventually empties into the sea, whose color and smell are the same all
over the world.

Alongkorn Lauwatthana's constant faith in the teachings of the Lord Buddha might
be compared to a river of dharma which has given him moral sustenance since he

was a child. His thoughts and feelings have been shaped by rural life and the
villages, schools and temples of Nan province where he grew up. It was there that

ne first learned the five basic Buddhist precepts: to take no life, to tell no lies, to
refrain from stealing, to refrain from sexual misconduct, and to forego all intr;:-xicaﬂtfr-
It was there, too, that he gained an appreciation for the value of charity through

‘?"Mh acts as makmg merit, giving alms to monks, and listening to Buddhist sermons.
hese deeply ingrained acts have given him the abilit

what is right and good. I %atm[am

Frrom the architecture of the temples, ch
monks' quarters, Alongkorn came to app
Fromthe monks, the elde

apels, ordination halls, bell towers, and

reciate beauty, order, and symmetry.
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5 contentment through adherence to the Buddhist faith.
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monks: the soul that has been colored with the Buddhist teachings is a channel
for the flowing of dharma from the Lord Buddha into oneself and then to others in
the form of love and compassion for other living beings. The very special qualities
which Alongkorn possesses are expressed in all that he is, and everything he does,
sees, thinks and feels is an expression of dharma, virtue and truth. These are the
gifts of his childhood, and they serve as a moral compass that has guided him
throughout his life.

What artists learn and experience over the course of their lifetime is expressed in
their work. Alongkorn's artistic career has spanned more than 20 years, and during
this time he has been nourished by the power of his faith. He has learned to see the
essential nature of things - that all of us are born, grow old and eventually die -

and that after we die, our spirit, shaped by love, anger, and desire, is reborn in a new
body determined by the karma from our previous lives. It is the karma we make that
determines our experiences of pleasure and pain, beauty and misfortune. It determines
whether our lives will be long or short in an endless cycle of death and rebirth.
Everywhere on earth, things are born and die. Creatures in the sea and on the land,
insects, and plants are all subject to this cycle. Alongkorn has found a creative

lang e for expressing these profound truths revealed by the Buddha. In his series

eu ' Iﬁet‘#ﬂ!@ “I .tﬂ show the structural relationship between human
ife and t"uym 0. mtaphﬂric terms, he portrays human pleasure, sorrow,

and vice in all of their manifestations. Brilliant colors are used to depict heaven or
joy, and dark shades convey the hell of suffering. Emotional states are re;aresentﬁed
by images of gods, angels, and denmrw: A!I of these eiem?ntfj_cnmbme to explain
the nature of merit and sin that arise within the human mind in response to the
circumstances of time and place and that determine our exietgn;e in the past, the
present and the future. This is the overriding theme of the paintings in "“Metaphors.”

Just as flowers withei and fade, so the human Imdyt declilje_s over time. IMmst of us
are unable to see the decrepitude that hides in an infant's innocent 511‘1!1.1:‘. Our.
ntellect is much the same. Goodness and evil both have consequences in the form
of merit and sin. Happiness and sadness, love and hate are, of course, f“liil'ﬁ?aaeci
differently, but how we express them, whether consciously o1 un_canafmualy, has
lingering consequences far ourselves and others. Alongkorn recognizes the need to
stake out a middle :‘_]rmlrni, {
He seeks to hold up a mitrol that allows us 1o see that these ﬂ;'uin‘,uqlnq pairs are, in
rruth two sides of the same cotn Where there is darkness, there is light. Where there

o strike a balance between these pairs of opposites.

< slowness. Where there is birth, there is death, Where there is love

is speed, there

there is hate, and where there
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All rivers, big and small, flow into the sea, and the river of dharma that flows within ‘
Alongkorn has grown deep and wide from years of life experience. It converges with /
the four supreme truths of suffering, the cause of suffering, the cessation of suffering,
and the eight-fold path to the cessation of suffering. Alongkorn has achieved an |
understanding of these truths from the perspective of an artist, and this has given |
nim insight into human life. He has learned that we are not merely born to our
parents and meant to struggle to attain our own desires. Rather, we are born to |
accumulate merit through good deeds so that the original soul that dwells within ,
our body can free itself from the enslavement of desire, and escape the defilement .
caused by things like love, greed, anger, and obsession that enter our lives in an

!

infinity of forms - things that entrap us in the endless cycle of life, death, and
repirth.

Alongkorn has applied his understanding of these truths to create works of art that
expres

L

the profound knowledge within himself. His paintings are informed by the
faith that has grown over time and transformed into something that can be seen
and feltin the things he does. And the goodness, truth and beauty born out of his
abiding faith have been refined in this series of paintings called Abiding Faith.
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