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Message

The Fine Arts Department has the programme of Annual Special Art Exhibition to honour senior
artists who continuously created valuable works of arts which have been widely recognized. This is
hoped to be the inspiration for more admirable works of later generation artists.

This year, 1993, the Department is proud to present the works of the senior artist, “Sawasdi
Tantisuk™ who has produced numerous pieces of drawing and painting, water colours as well as oil
colours. Sawasdi is highly respected for the various honours given to him, during the 44 years of his
continuous work. They are, for example:

1. First Class Artist in the 1955 A.D. National Arts Exhibition,

2. 1984 the Silpakorn University gave him Honorary Doctorate’s Degree in painting,

3. 1991 he was named the National Artist, for Visual Arts and Royal Fellow of Fine Arts (painting)

in 1992,
1956-1960 was awarded a grant from Italian Cultural Council of the Middle East and the Far
East to study Fine Arts at Accademia di Belle Arti di Roma, Italy, while studying there, he put
up Exhibition and won the prizes from many art contests. He was invited to show his works
in art exhibition of different levels, national, regional and international. These Exhibitions
made his works well known in his own home - land as well as abroad.

Apart from the abaye mentioned Sawasdi is a civil servant, serving the.Eine Arts Department as -
Rame:X-ArMuseum-Foundation
e WS agradé’9, the high grade for civil Servicg emiploy€s, Being the Director of i€ Firfe'Arts College

of the Fine Arts Department. Throughout the 25 years of his administration, the School produced
many graduates who brought about arts development resulting in creative Art works which put the
name Thailand in the International world of arts.

From 25 August - 5 September 1993, the Fine Arts Department put up a Special Art Exhibition
Honouring Senior Artists, which for this year, featured the works of Sawasdi Tantisuk. His 90 pieces
of works displayed consisted both water colour and oil colour paintings. “meet the Artist" and “art
activities for senior citizens” were special features in that Exhibition.

This 1993 Special Art Exhibition was well supported by many p institutions and
individuals suchas Mrs. Somchit Siddhichai, Mr. Vichoke Mukdamanee and Mr. Prinya Tantisuk. The
Faculty of Painting, Sculpture and Graphic Arts assisted in loaning the work for display. The Fine Arts
Department is grateful for their valuable assistance.

The Fine Arts Department is happy to have the opportunity to express its congratulations and
appreciation to Mr. Sawasdi Tantisuk. It also hopes that interested audience gain knowledge and
insight in art appreciation.

>

S Auwndi.

(Dr. Suvit Rasmibhuti)
Director - General
Fine Arts Department
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Comment on"SAWASDI TANTISUK'S PAINTINGS"
by Professor SILPA BHIRASRI

from the Catalogue of the 12" National Exhibition of Arts
at the Art Gallery, Fine Arts Department 14 April - 14 May, 1961

The present exhibition also includes a personal show of Sawasdi Tantisuk. This artist is a hard
worker who finds time for his art even though he is more occupied by the functions of his official duties
than many other artists.

After having finished the course at the University of Fine Arts of Bangkok, Sawasdi Tantisuk
went to Italy on a scholarship offered by the Institute of the Middle and the Far East (ISMEO) of Rome:
There he spent four years taking part in many art competitions and exhibitions and received awards in
medals and prizes in money. During his stay in Rome he always sent his paintings to the National
Exhibitions here.

For natural temperament his style is realistic; he paints both in oil and water colours, in which
latter medium he excels. Indeed with the minimum of technical rendering he creates remarkable
pictures with pure and fresh brush-strokes.

During the ltalian residence our artist had occasion to be in contact with many modern painters ;
RamatXArt-iveseuntFoundatio
arrlﬁavea'zgewa(h tertonality” I n

As was mentioned previously, our artist excels in water colours and indeed his three pictures
of Venice rendered with the minimum of details and plastic relationship among the painted objects
are extremely good. Although Sawasdi Tantisuk has imposed upon himself a certain severe
expressive style, we are of the opinion that he has a sensitive and refined temperament showing
itself fully in subtle tonalities such as the picture depicting a square of Bracciano in a rainy day.
This picture alone would suffice to make Sawasdi's artistic qualities understood and appreciated;
the more we look at it the more intimate it becomes to us. With sparing colours and few lines hinting
the architectural masses and human figures the artist has said the maximum he could say with his
expressive medium.

The rather dark tones of the two paintings representing two different views of the old quarter of
Milan contrast sharply with the above mentioned square of Bracciano, but also here we notice the
vibrating chromatic harmony of Sawasdi's palette. This artist has experimented many styles, from
impressionism to cubism, from realism to abstractionism.

The picture depicting kitchen utensils shows another side of Sawasdi's art; here over a
background of an old whitish tint, the artist has scratched lines figuring kitchen utensils; it is the
simplest way to express oneself but nevertheless the effect is quite pleasant.
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Comment on "SAWASDI TANTISUK'S PAINTINGS"
by Professor SILPA BHIRASRI
from the Catalogue of the 12" National Exhibition of Arts
at the Art Gallery, Fine Arts Department 14 April - 14 May, 1961

Sawasdi Tantisuk

Bornin Dhonburiin 1925, finished his arttraining in the University of Fine Arts of Bangkok
receiving on 1946 the Diploma of Painting. After his art study, Tantisuk was engaged by the same
University as art instructor.

In 1956 our painter went in Italy to enjoy a scholarship offered by the Istitute ltaliano per
il Medio ed Estremo Oriente. There Tantisuk, besides to frequent the Academy of Fine Arts of Rome
from which he received his second diploma of painting, took part in many exhibitions and competi-
tions of art winning many prizes among which the following may be cited:

- Gold medal in the competition for a sea-scape at Marina di Ravenna,
- Gold medal in the exhibition of St. Emerenziana in Rome,
- First prize offered by the former Italian Prime Minister, Signor A. Segni in the exhibition
of painting at the University of Rome,
- Silver medal in the competition of painting at the Zoological Garden of Rome, etc..
About Tantisuk's art, Prof. Gabriele Cena of the Academy of Fine Arts of Rome made the
Il

temperament with the outer reality; now he has reached that happy moment in which an artis
may look at the real world without being affected in his inner vision, but on the contrary, the
real world becomes subject to the artist's inner interpretation™.

Tantisuk is well known also in Thailand because he exhibited in many National Exhibitions of
Art in Bangkok and his works were awarded gold and silver medals. In particular this painter is
recognized our best expert in watercolour.

Someone may think the success obtained in our country may have been relatively easy
because here we have not that keen competition among artists as it is in foreign countries, but when
a Thai artist like Tantisuk, takes part in many foreign competitions and is awarded with many prizes,
then it means that such an artist has outstanding qualities of international standard.

Of course, in large foreign countries they do not give prizes to please any individual painter or
sculptor, but according to the real values of the works presented to the competition; therefore itis with
national pride that we acknowledge the success of Tantisuk in ltaly.

In coming back to Thailand Tantisuk knows well about the difficulties an artist finds here to
establish himself as a leader of art, but besides his out standing artistic qualities this painter is also very
active; he is a hard worker who paints anytime his official work permits him; these qualities make us
hope that soonner or later Tantisuk's art will be appreciated also by the Thai as it was in aforeign country
which in art has such a great reputation.

e ok s e Fauaaation
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