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ART
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Douglas Schneider combines blocks of colour with detailed depictions of Eastern icons such as the lotus.
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i exchanges between different coun-

tries are about mich more than the

art they create and exhibit. They

erve as a means for people from

different cultures to come together and build

relationships gnd muﬁmdcmlnudinw Uli-
s
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Using this yardstick. "PAC 11I: The Thai-
American-Vietnam Art Exchange™ can be
rated @ worthwhile venture,

Currently ondisplay at the Silpakorn Uni-
versity art gallery, “PAC 111" brings together
eight Thai, four Americanand four Vietnamese
artists who have not only “workshopped™
together to produce this exhibition, butwho
havelived. laughed and shared life experiences
as they've got to know each other and their
differing cultures better,

The “"PAC I curator, Vichoke Mukda-
minee, explains that “the goal ol the exchange
is to bring artists together to create work
that is inspired by each other's countries,
but this is not just about art. This exchange
is about the future relationship benween our
three countries and notabout our past history.
Starting with art and culture, our aim is w
grow closer together through friendship and
understanding,”

Indging from the results, this goal has
heen met to a large extent.

Awork by Do Minh Tam from Vietnam
entitled The Merging of Three Rivers is more
than a mere depiction of the Chao Phraya,
Although the artist has painted the waterway
from the perspecrive of travelling along it hy
buat, the final product represents rivers in
each of the three countries and, with s
many bridges, symbolises the building of
links between cullures

The American artists have also taken up
the'theme wholeheastedly and incorporated
it into ther work

Douglas Schneider is well known in his
home state of California tor combining blocks
of colourwith derailed images. The piece he
has created during his stay here, enutled
The Sanre Bog, s inastilan sivhe However,
nstead ol incorporating Westeri nnagery
such as violins s architecture, e inchides

Review

ANDREW J. WEST

Exchange project
brings Thai, US and
Vietnamese artists
together to bond and
inspire each other

Kevin Christison's sculpture, ‘Leaning into
Tomomow’s Sky’, has both Asian and
Caucasian characleristics

Fastern wons suth as the lotas

Schaerder s meaning 15 clear, both i
concept and exeoution that. regacdiess o
ooty sbaiigin, we are all i the same
ot

Fellow American Kevin Christison should
already be familiar to Thai gallery-goers,
having had two solo exhibitions in Bangkok
over the puast year. His sculpture, Leaning
inte Tomorrow'’s Sky, is of a solitary figure
with a blue face that has both Asian and
Caucasian characteristics.

“The blue face symbolises a positive
future,” said Christison. " The pieceembodies
peacefulness and serenity and shows the
influence on my life and work of being in
Buddhist Thailand.”

The other participants from the US are
Richard Turner and James Elniski.

Vu Bich Thuy said she has formed lasting
bonds with Thai and American artists she
has methere. “We Vietnamese wani 1o have
strong friendships with Thai and American
people; in the past things may have been
bad but now we look to the future.

“Ieel T have made some great and lasting
friendships here. The people | have met are
always welcome in my home, and 1 have
tried to express this positive emotion through
my work here.”

Two othur campatriots of hers, Chu Anb
Phuong and Le Guy Tong, are also taking
part in “PAC I,

The participating Thai artists are Panya
Vijinthanasarn, Saravudith  Duangjumpa,
Nonthivathn  Chandhaphalin.  Amarit
Chusuwan, Preecha Panklam, Roong Trira-
pichit, Montri Sungmusikanon and Kamaol
Tassanachalee.

TPACIIT isthe latestin a series of cultural
exchanges that began in 1994 benween Tha-
land and the US and is the fiest to include a
third country, Vietnam, Curator Vichoke said
he hopes that PAC IV and PAC V will expand
o include other countries in Asia and Europe.

After it winds ap in Bangkok. “PAC (117
will move to Vietnan inearly December oy
@ sojourn al the Hano Fine Arts Institute,
and then on o the Califomia Polyiechinic
State University, Los Angeles

‘PAC HI' canbe viewed at the artgalleryon
Silpakorn University's Wang Tha Phra campus
until December 3. For more information, phone
02-221-3841.
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