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Message from the Dean
The Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts
Silpakorn University

It is common knowledge that one of the seminal figures in the founding of Silpakorn
University and the Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts was Professor Silpa Bhirasri
Professor Bhirasri provided a guiding vision for the Facully in its early years and devoted his career
to imparting his extensive knowledge of art 1o students enrolled at the university. After his departure.
his legacy has been carried on by succeeding generations of alumni. whose creative efforts and
hard work in the cause of art education are largely responsible for the viorancy of Thailand's art
community today.

One of Professor Bhirasri's most outstanding students was Professor Emeritus Chalood
Nimsamer, who for the past 60 years has kept his mentor's vision alive. The Faculty of Painting
Sculpture and Graphic Arts at Silpakorn University as well as the country's art community are all
tremendously indebted to him

While it is impossible to acknowledge all of the contributions Professor Chalood has made to
art in Thailand in a single exhibition, the exceptional works on display here do make evident the
leading role that he has played in the growth and development of the country's creative arts. The
skelches, paintings. sculptures. prints. and mixed media works featured in the exhibit all attest to
Professor Chalood's unending quest for excellence in artistic expression

During his long career in government service, Professor Chalood has served as a model to
art educators throughout the country, sharing his knowledge. nururing. and assisting his students to
find their own artistic_voices. while raising their appreciation for their Thai identity. He has been

Rama DeArt-Museur-Fotndation

When the Department of Thai Art first proposed an exhibit of Professor Chalood's work and
Professor Chalood decided to select a number of his sketches and paintings to put on display. it
seemed only appropriate for the Silpakorn University Art Gallery to mount this exhibition honoring
him. A project involving the cooperation of several bodies within the University, this exhibit provides
us with a valuable opportunity to admire some of the major works of this treasured artist once again

ST

Therefore, the Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts considers it a privilege to have
played a part in organizing this exhibit of Professor Chalood's work. It is an expression of our
gratitude for all that he has contributed to art education and the crealive arts community in Thailand
throughout his career. The exhibit affords young people an opportunity to admire the master works of
a man who has devoted his life to art, and in so doing. it points the way for the younger generation of
artists to develop and improve their own art

The Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts at Silpakorn Unversity wishes to express
its gratitude to the Culture Ministry's Office of Contemporary Art, the Silpakorn University Art Gallery.
and all he state and private-sector organizations and individuals whose support, contributions and
shared commitment to art and art education in Thailand have made this exhibition honoring
Professor Emeritus Chalood Nimsamer such a resounding success

Ry Totinsde

(Associate Professor Parinya Tantisuk)
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Message from the Director of Art Centre Silpakorn University

Artists, faculty. and students both past and present of Silpakorn University's Faculty of
Painting, Sculpture, and Graphic Arts, are all surely aware of how strong Professor Chalood
Nimsamer's commitment to and faith in the power of art has remained throughout his long career as
an artist and an educator. Today he continues to be one of the leading figures in Thailand's
contemporary art scene, and the works he has produced have been potent sources of inspiration for
younger generations of painters, sculptors and graphic artists. Professor Chalood has played &
pivotal role in raising the profile and standards of contemporary works of art produced in Thailand

In addition to his work as a creative artist, Professor Chalood has been a model of dedication
as one of the country's most outstanding art instructors. He has nurtured class after class of art
students. encouraging them to develop their technical and expressive skills to the fullest extent
possible. His success as an art teacher can be measured by the large numbers of students who
have been able to establish themselves as artists with @ unique vision. Many of his students have
gone on to win top awards at national exhibitions. Many have received acclaim as leading artists in
their field. and a select number have been named National Artists by the National Culture
Commission.

This success is due in great measure to Professor Chalood's devotion to his role as an art
educator. He has a genuine passion for sharing not just his knowledge but his love of art with the
students in his charge. He has been aided in this by the wealth of his experience and the sharpness
of his intellect, which have given him an almost mystical power to spark the imagination. intelligence.
and creativity of his students. He has roused them from their slumber. cleared away their confusion,
and taken away their self-doubts. Professor Chalood has bestowed on many of his students a faith in

Rama XAt Musedri Foundatio
Professor Chalood's method of instruction could rightly be lerm!gl‘upenren edaln other n
words, in critiquing the work of a student, he invariably ends his remarks with the cryptic *I don't
know." This translates as: “What I've just said may or may not be right. Go away and think about it
and then you decide for yourself "

Some of his more philosophical observations on art, and those that remain emblazoned in
the memories of many former students, were often made extemporaneously as he critiqued a
student's work in front of the class. Among the most memorable are: “Good art is made by good
people, people with wisdom.” *Artists aren't in competition with anyone but themselves.” “Showing
your art is like standing naked in front of a crowd.” “To teach art you have to create art. Otherwise.
your students won't believe what you tell them

Throughout his life as an artist and an educator. Professor Emeritus Chalood Nimsamer has
been a model of generosily. dedication and commitment. Now. to mark his 80" birthday. the
Silpakorn University Art Gallery and Silpakorn University's Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic
Arts are thrilled to have an opportunity to express our profound gratitude to him. This joint project in
honor of Professor Emeritus Chalood Nimsamer on the occasion of his 80th birthday consists of an
exhibition of his paintings at the Silpakorn University Art Gallery. Wang Tha Pra campus in Bangkok,
and an exhibition of his sketches at the Gallery of the Facully of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts
at Silpakorn University, from February 4 - 26, 2010. At both these venues. artists. students and the
general public can admire once again Professor Chaloods work. They can reflect on his generosity
and reaffirm their own belief in his vision of art as an essential component of the human experience

-

(Associate Professor Sone Simatrang)
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Stream of Life

Each moment, each day, each month, each year, the stream of our life flows on, leaving small
traces of our thoughts. feelings and experiences as markers along the banks. The movement of the
stream., in tune with the rhythms of nature. only stops when we reach the end of our days.

When alumni from the Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts proposed organizing
an exhibition of my work at the University Art Gallery and the gallery of the Faculty of Painting
Sculpture and Graphic Arts at Silpakorn University, an institution with which | have been closely
associated for some 60 years, these traces from the stream of my life were put on display for the
public to see. The lengthy progression of sketches and drafts that line the walls of the Faculty gallery
recreale the twisting course that my life and career as an artist have taken

The paintings in various styles on exhibit in the University Art gallery tend to be larger and
more polished than the more modest sketches shown at the Faculty. They are the friits of thoughts
and feelings deep inside me. shaped and refined by Thailand's traditions, culture, and ways of life.

| am grateful to all the alumni and everyone else whose efforts have made this retrospective
possible.

Chalood Nimsamer
January 2010

Rama IX Art Museum Foundation
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