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“When Somsak Raksuwan Becomes Political Monster”

| have been in art society and teaching art
for aimost 40 years. | have seen many types of
artists. Some of them are follow the convention
as other human beings, while others break the
rules.

Although the first type is easy to teach
since they listen and the latter one can make
me headache since they like to argue, all of
them are adorable. The create art with a good
intfention for others.

There are many times that we like those
who break the rules since they color the world
and create the impact to the society.

The problem is that arfist tends to act different
from others. | used o think to myself that would
it be better if | make the artist act like the bank
officer, business man, lawyer or politician. | would
force them to cut the hair short, wear suite with
a tie and leather shoes. If it's possible, there will
be no artist because the artist is different from
such people. The arfist, hence, is the artist in this
way.

The fact that artist fends to leave the hair
long make an issue. There was someone asking
Professor Silpa Bhirasri why his students had to
leave their hair long.

The Professor answer with wisdom: “Please
don’t look at their hair. The length of the hair is
not important. The important thing is under that

long hair.”

Pishnu Sup.

| think about the world’s artists such as
Leonardo De Vinci, Michael Angelo, Raphael,
Rembrandt, Goya, Angres, Korot, Delacroix, Millet,
Manet, Monet, Zezanne, Cherrat, Gauguin, Van
Gogh, Toulouse-Lautrec, Rodin, Kandinski, Mathys,
Dali, DuChamp, Mondrian, Pollock, Worhol, Bacon,
Vasarely, Donald Judd and Cristo: how many of
them do not break the rules or act different from
other people. | realize that there is noE%.

These world’s artists are not ordinary. They
create artwork in and abnormal approach. | think
again that if these artist creat ordinary artwork,
would they become the world’s artists? Perhaps
their name would not be recognized. There might
only be the names of scientists, business men,
lawyers and politician entitled.

Ordinary people tend to set standard for
others, society or politic. Artist, therefore, challenges
such standard. They cannot conform to the
standard. For some artists, it takes 10 years to
understand this, while others take 50 years. There
are many times that the artists have to bear the
consequence from the ignorance of the people.
If the artists is not strong enough, they become a
prey of (many) stupid people that want to destroy
them by thinking that they would live the life on
correct principle and above others.

Nowadays, art has been developped quite
a lot. It Is connected to the society because
every artist lives in the society. The artist sees the

good and the bad things of their house. Others
can ignore such tfruth but the artist stop criticizing
the society. However, it is a good intenfion since
they wish the society would not be worse than
this.

If the artist creates the artwork without feeling
is not the artist.

However, Thal people do not like direct
criticizing. Our society is a society of gossip. If
there’s someone standing up and criticizing, they
will not get anything in return.

There is a rule teaching from generation to
generation on what we could not criticize.
Therefore, no one feel like expressing their opinion
and accept it as the way it is.

ama | X Art Museum Founda N@Eﬂfheless. having such cultural principle

is also beneficial since it becomes the puzzle that
the artist has to analyze and comtemplate. This
proves that art requires wisdom. Artist is then not
stupid and cannot be stupid.

The issue on Buddhist monk and artist is also
in a great attention at the moment. The artist
who tries to present the truth of the society has
to face a lot of pressure from the monks who
think that they represent the purity of the Buddhism.
What is really worrying is that the monks are
holding onto the Buddhism too much and forcing
the people leaving the Buddhism.

We can only hope that the artist as another
person in the society still holds onto their belief
and do not lose faith in the Buddhism. Artist must
use wisdom while creating artwork to prevent the
criticism from such insensitive people.

Khun Chee or Somsak Raksuwan also faced
this kind of experience. Once he was criticized
by the society without resolution: who was right
or who was wrong.

The painting of Monster and the Woman
was so controversial that it was removed from
the exhibition room. The fragility of the soul and
sensitivity of Thai society had always been displayed
on the newspaper. It was like a nuclear blasting
then it became nothing.

Sometimes we think that Thai people hold
onto the mordlity and are sensitive fo the ethics.
They are kind and follow the Buddha’s teaching.
However, sometimes, we see immorality and cruelty
of people such as kiling other and fighting against
each other all the time.

Somsak might make mistake just like other
people. He thinks that Yaksa is Yaksa or Yaksa
represents a bad side. He forgets that a certain
Yaksa is also honorable that is praised to be the
master of Thai dancing. The fact that Somsak
uses Maiyarab creates confusion among people
since we do not know which side of the Yaksa is
and why Yaksa becomes the master of Thai
dancing.

The artist might not be able to fight against
such belief of a group of people. Actually, he
only thinks in a simple way: Yaksa is Yaksa and
the monster is belonged to its place.

However, that incident had a consequence
that made the artist improve their work by
simplifying their thoughts in order to make the
principles relating to Yaksa in line with the artist’s
main concept that would make the viewer
understand the point better. This would avoid the
misunderstanding that he mortifies others’ belief.

Eventually, Somsak takes a risk by making
he become Yaksa. | am a Monster or a bad
person. Is that satisfying?

Somsak’s following artworks then presented
himself in the face of Yaksa with canines, horrific
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eyes along with beautiful lady that looked like
Beauty and the Beast. It was an artwork from
“Angel and Monster” that was exhibited in PSG.
2008.

This set of artworks was not as controversial
as the “Don‘t Mistake Yaksa for Lotus.” However,
it left a good impression on the viewers who liked
looking at beautiful lady and overlooked Yaksa
with the artist’s face.

What did the viewers get from this set of
artworks? | would say that art, no matter it was
the portrait of heaven or sky, must be able to
bring people back to morality. Everybody has
seen this picture of beautiful lady and monster
everywhere. If we do not have wisdom, our soul
would lose in the appalling condition.

When we consider our being, we redlize
that everybody has good side and bad side
within us. We see the monster with desire for the
lady. Actually, deep inside of him, he is a family
man. It is because he loses the wisdom that
makes his inner soul appearing. Somsak contributes
himself for becoming Yaksa.

If we study the myth of heaven, we will
learn that Yaksa or demons are actually the saints
in the heaven. They are tricked fo drink spirit and
lose their wisdom, then the angels dispel them to
land under the world and cannot go back to
the heaven.

This is the reason why the demons always
fight against the angels. Yaksa believes others
too easily that why they are misled by the angels.

Yaksa with the body of Somsak is the demon
that is misled by the ladies.

In 2007, Somsak disguises himself intfo the
Yaksa once again. However, this fime, he changes

the story of lust to greediness.

“Political Monster” is the artwork created in
the failure of Thaksinocracy and the incident of
Tsunami. Many people faced the disaster from
Tsunami. They tried everything to survive. After
the revolution, there were so many politicians
feeling hopeless. When the election is about to
take place again, the same old vicious cycle is
back again. Even ordinary people cannot stand
this. The artist with the sensitivity towards the issue
cannot be patient.

The same monster presents itself again to
criticize the bad politicians. Even though we might
think that the artworks are so simple, nothing else
besides criticism, this shows that the artist cannot

keep his mouth shut anymore.

quite funny because, actually, the man working
for the country should be driving a Mercedes but
he is riding on the turfle.

Somsak Raksuwan’s “Political Monster”
composes of 15 huge paintings that are elaborately
created by the technique of oil painting which
he is skiled at. People say that he can pain the
redl flesh, real skin and real Yaksa by the use of
the same color. Every piece of artworks is his
contribution to make himself become Thai politician
without feeling ashamed.

There are more paintings that | should say
something. The paintings of the Monster eating
the Victory Monument, the Political Monster
interviewing, the Political Monster enjoying himself

“Political Monster” is very cppm %rl:{ Ar[ MUSEUI‘T"I F'DLI ngiﬁ “1@ E!dy that is called the Prototype by the

“Political Man.”

Usually, the pigeon’s wing gives Us a sense
of freedom. However, “The Honorary Monster and
the Fragile Democracy” presents that the fragile
democracy can be destroyed by the cruel man.

"Gun and Roses” is depressingly funny
because the soldiers use the gun to plunder the
freedom from the monster. Everybody has a high
regard for the first periods of the revolution.

"Monster No. 500" presents the handsome
monster with a company of dinosaurs.

"Oh!...Suwannabhumi” is the portrait of the
monster standing over the airport and acting like
he is about to swallow the extravaganza airport.
Beside the roof, there is the vulture waiting for
the right time to gobble it.

The artist also criticizes the present
contemporary government. The honorary leader
of this government is sitting on the turtle on the
super high way. This artwork is called “The Honorary
Monster Riding on Turtle on Super High Way.” It is

artist and the Monster with the money (120 Baht)
hanging from his mouth.

The pdainting of “The End” tells us the story
about the end of the well-know political party. It
looks like when Tosakan is defeated by the arrow
of Rama.

“Monster Disguised info Saint” presents the
face of Somsak in the form of Yaksa with the
happy face. The viewer must consider if this saint
is about to disguise into the Political Monster in
the election or this Monster is disguising into the
saint,

The “Political Monster” art exhibition is
appropriate for this moment of election. Somsak
Raksuwan might not intend to criticize every
politician because we still believe that there must
be a good side within every soul. The fact that
the artist disguises himself into the (bad) politician
should help the politician learn the people’s
thoughts through the eyes of the artist. If they
realize this truth, one day, Thailand might be free

from the political pollution. The Political Monster
might also help the viewers realize which kind of
politician that they should elect for the country.

If the Political Man or the Political Monster
hates the artist, Somsak Raksuwan, they have
two choices to do:

One: dealing with the artist in a Political
Monster's way

Two: changing their behaviors from being
the Political Monster to Political Man

As for me, please leave me alone. I'm

afraid of...

7”7
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No More Political “Man” but the Political “Monster”

Somsak Raksuwan is the artist who has been
taking leading role in art society since the
renaissance of Artist Camp. He brought many
artists from different groups to be in the Artist
Camp, Fine Art o Nature Camp at Trang, Krabi,
Pang-nga. Phuket and Painting the Andaman’s
Pearl, Dreams of Phuket Camp, for example, in
order to break the ice between them, let them
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Camp was perceived as another movement, not
a pioneer of new ideas or approaches. However,
it was beneficial to the parents, businessmen and
the wealthy people since it helped them learn
the culture of contemporary art for people
including art exhibition, art gallery and related
event,

In addition, Somsak Raksuwan spared times
for creating many series of artwork, The impressionist
artworks, his previous preference, were exhibited
at Tadu Gdllery in 1999. The 3 series of conceptual
artworks called Nude were displayed in 2003,
then the controversial artworks namely Don't
Mistake Yaksa for Lotus (solo exhibition) in 2004
and “Angel and Monster (solo exhibition) in 2005.
Lately, he has been working on the conceptual
art since it suites his personality of criticizing, making
comments and being fair, as well as his preference
in using oil painting as the means for expression.

Moreover, the fact that he is generous but
straightforward makes some artists like him while

by Somsak Raksuwan

Paritas Hutangkun

others dislike him which is considered ordinary.
With his long experiences, Somsak is going to
have another solo exhibition which is “Political
Monster” in December, during the period of
election. Now, we will talk about his latest exhibition,
“Political Monster,” with him.

In this set of artwork, you present yourself as
one character playing along the background of
the symbols of Thai democracy with the comment
on its devastation. What ignites your ideas? Which
role are you taking in the painting?

Actuadlly, | already created 3 series of artwork
using the monster as the main character including
Don’t Mistake Yaksa for Lotus, Angel and Monster,
and this one, Political Monster. The reason that |
compare the monster with the politician is because.
Thai society, in terms of mass media, scholars
and people, perceives only the bad image of
these poaliticians. They become politician without
ideology. They work for thier own interests by
initiating mega-project requiring a lot of money.
We always hear the negative side of those
politicians. The only good thing is to know that
we have the non-government organizations such
as the Constitutional Court or NCCC to handle
the fraud committed by the politicians. The mega-
projects for the nation and people’s interests are
actually the bribery. When they are voted to be
Members of Paliament, they fight against each
other and hold onto thier believe that the are
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elected by the democratic approach. What's
next? Our democracy is fragile because such
people lack of morality and good governance.

| present myself as one character in the
painting because it is convenient for expressing
my action and feeling. | tried painting other but
it did not match my need so | looked into the
mirror, tried acting and making faces and it was
what | wanted. Therefore, | have to use myself as
a model for painting. However, please don’t
mistake me for the monster because | myself only
act and express my feeling to be in line with the
character in the painting and add my imagination
to it by using lines and colors. Importantly, | also
arange the composition to make it appropriate
for my unique technige with the mixture of my
imagination and attitude.

From your perspective, there’s only political
monster. What about the political saint?

Every society composes of good and bad
people. In political society, the way | call it “political
monster” is influenced by the society and the
people’s feeling. They call it “the saint”, “the
monster”, “the saint’s party” or “the monster’s
party” because of the consequence of the action
and accomplishment of the politicians. They do
not walk the talk. They only think of thier own
and their group’s interests. What will the people
get in terms of economy, safety for life and asset?
If you ask me whether there’s any good politician,
| would think there is but I'm not sure how many
they are and if they would not be afraid to think
or to take action. The slow decision leaves nothing
to anyone.

| can sense your determination to present
art and politic. Besides, presenting the stuggle of

Thai democracy, is there any special message to
the viewer?

As | said before, everything is based on the
past experience and previous accomplishment
of the politicians which are mostly presented by
the media such as the case of Suwannabhumi,
dried logan, rubber tree, rice, fertilizer, drug,
vegetable planting project, etc. How much do
they get? What about the latent interests and
business for family and group? There are so many
incidents. | have worked on 2 sets of serial paintings.
| am very determined and think that this one
should be a perfect work. | have been interested
in the political issue since | was young. | listened
to the MP.’s campaign at the school’'s field
Nowadays, | always follow up on rgo‘q-lkcl
because | feel that it is a daily life issue that we
must keep updating ourself. This way allows me
to gather the information, content and experience
which are presented into artwork. This set of artwork
comes from the happenings that | analyze and
make it become story in an artistic way.

What makes you decide to create this
sarcastic art?

| do not mean to satirize anybody through
this set of artwork. It is just the actual incidents
that happen in our country. | think that the reason
that people call the politicians “monster” s
because of their action such as vote buying and
bribery. | present these incidents through characters
including giant as politicians, vulture as fraud,
turtle as slowness, crow as ominousness, Parliament
House as position and power, and monitor as
competition and ancientry.

In your opinion, what should Thal people
do? There was a protestation in the Taksinomic
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period, then the revolution took place and now
we don’‘t want the soilder to rule the country. We
are about to get another same old political
monster back again.

Thai society is very sensitive. The urban society
is easily faling in love and getting bored. It depends
on the trend. When someone is popular, the
opportunity is given. When the popular moment
Is over, that person becomes nobody. It also
depends on the person’s behavior. No one will
blame you and the public will protect you if you
help people and improve the country. Regardless
of the times we have election, we still have the
same old politician back again.

ince you take an important role in many
cci!ﬁicra-.!), especially the Artist Camp, can you
elaborate on your attitude towars art in Thailland?

The Artist Camp does not help the artist be
able to create better art but it is the activity that
is considered as a chance for them to work as a
group, fo learn each other, and to exchange
thier thoughts. This small group of artists can expand
info a larger group. There is no organization in
our country that can redlly help improve the art
since the artist tends to work individually, There is
only a small group of family or friends who really
support the artist. | think that our art has always
been the same. There're only some new styles
and concepts occurred according to the
happening in the society and popularity among
art soclety. Therefore, we cannot expect anything
from novelty and change. | would like the artists
to think and create their work continuously without
losing hope. | am sure that there will be
improvement for both the artists and the art society.

What do you think about the artist party
that has already been registered?

| think that everybody has rights and freedom
to do according their wishes. Having an artist
party is not difficult. The action and activity Is
important. Everything must be proved by
accomplishment. | think they should take serious
action, not just for fun. | would follow up and
give you support, Wasan

This is his attitude towards politic that
becomes his inspiration for this set of artwork. |
would like to invite you to the exhibition which
will be on view on December 17, 2007 - January
3, 2008 at Jamjuree Art Gallery. Somsak is currently
working as a special lecturer atf Chang Luang
College in the Grand Palace and Mater Dei
School. Sometimes he also teaches at Rangsit
University. We, you and everybody will have a
chance to talk with him one day, if you wish to.
Time proves that he would not leave this path of
contemporary art for sure. | wish him good luck.

Every society composes of good and bad
people. It is the same as poltician. We recognize
and praise those who work, sacrifice and contribute
themselves to the couniry and for the benefits of
the people.

As for those who defraud the country and
think only of their own and their group’s interests.

we accuse you as...



