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L
'_'n 2003, the Faculty of Painting. Sculpture and Graphic Arts. Silpakorn University,
is marking its sixtieth anniversary by organising, on my behalf, an art exhibition at
which the University has requested the gracious presence of Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn to preside over the opening ceremony.

The Faculty of Painting and Sculpture was the first faculty to be founded at the
inauguration of Silpakorn University in 1943, which was the Year of the Goat, thus
making the Faculty and the University the same age.

I was also born in the Year of the Goat in 1943. My alma mater and I share the same
birth year, which has linked us closely. one in the role of Teuacher and the other. as Pupil.

I have always considered mysell an offspring of the Faculty of Painting. From
Mathayom 8 at Vajiravudh College. where 1 was a mere toddler in the arts, to the
specialised waining by ndRiakiTE . il M us e fawRdation
able education in every aspect from the basics, through the elementary and intermediate
levels to the stage of advanced knowledge and, in due course, to recognition and
accolades after graduation.  Whenever | had doubts and questions, the Fuaculty was
always there to give advice and counsel, until this pupil of theirs had achieved sulfi-
cienl expertise 1o exist through his own distinctive means  the master’s meuns: never
was this pupil abandoned in the wilderness or lelt to struggle on his own.

Buddha has given us this valuable teaching:

nimittay aadhu ripanay katanyikattavedita
Gratitude is the mark ol a good man.

Thai people have always held their tools of trade in high respect. For instance.
they honour their musical instruments before and after playing them. in homage to their
human teachers as well as the spiritual ones who are believed to be celestial beings,

Even their instruments are deemed to be their respected teachers,



A puppeteer must pay such respect 1o his/her puppet each time he/she picks it up
lo perform and puts it away after the performance is over,

Likewise. Khon or Lakhon performing artists must be initiated by their older
masters by crowning them with their respective masks or tiars. Only when they have
become seasoned or veteran performers are they allowed 1o crown themselves each time
they perform but. even then. not without @ proper “wai™ 1o show duc respect. Upon the
removal of their headdresses after a performance. they must also “wai™ in respect 10
their Teachers for giving them protection and blessing them with « smooth-running and
fascinating performance.

These traditions are customary for inculcating that noble behaviour which has
characterised the Thai nation for so long.

R ‘l kitﬁrtrlmc ACqUIres one’ seaxpertise ﬂd ctlms one’s merit not entirely for
an‘!}?ﬁ\ﬁ ul on ilCCUllIH(?? EHfm\\Eéqu J lﬂ: !?;nrr!nls, teachers. educational
institutions. relatives. friends or even alicionados. whose patronage must be respected.
One owes a debt of gratitude to these benefactors who have brought one so far in life

and still move one forward securely.

There is a common saying that *A diamond is forever a diamond. wherever it may be.”
which is true to a certain extent. Yet it will be just a diamond a mere stone  until it
is cut to its full brilliance. Diamond cutters are themselves teachers.  Their finished
work. which is the precious stone, must be held in a proper place 10 make it shine.
Without these benefactors, one’s work is just like the proverbial “diamond in a bog,”
where the stone has lost its brilliance and goes 10 waste.

And so. as is apparent from the above tribute, | wish to convey my sincere

appreciation and indebtedness.

Chakrabhand Posayakrit
28 February 2003
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