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Life and Nature

Pongdej Chaiyakut
In September - October 1998. 1 was and artist in residence at vermont studio center, Johnson. Vermont, USA.

Vermont Studio Center is a private center, administered by Mr.Jonathan T. Gregg, the president and other famous
artists such as Karel Apple, Helen Frankenthaler, George Segal, Frank Stella and Joan Snyder as the committee.

The artists who want to stay at Vermont Studio Center will be charged for working space, food and accommodation
according to the duration of stay and conditions, During the period of my residency, there were 24 painters, 12
sculptures, 12 writers, 2 printmakers and 1 photographer renting the studio. The studio is open for 24 hours. Some
high-qualified artists, who could not bare their own residency costs, the center would find them financial support
from other sources of fund. I received the Freeman Foundation Fellowsh ip, which supported my round trip airfare,
working materials, shipment after completion and a trip to visit New York.

[ traveled from Bangkok to Los Angles, Chicago, and Burlington It took 25 hours to arrive at Johnson. ...so tried and
boring... Johnson is a small and peaceful city in the countryside not far from Washington D.C., New York and
Montreal, Canada. The Gihon
River flowing through the city. In
fall, the trees and mountains are
colorful. The beautiful scenery
was suitable for the pointers to
work and create their imagina-
tion. As the city is not far form
New York, the artists like to es-
cape from town to work here and
bring back their works to New
York for exhibition.

( left)
Vermont Studio Center,October 1998

The studio provided artists the working space, accommodation, canteen and the big library at the Johnson State
College which some books were available for borrowing. At the studio, there were some famous artists took turn in
giving lectured, criticize the works and reading poems, At the end of the month, the studio would arrange an opening
day for artists to visit each other and exchange the ideas and experiences lo each others.

My room was connected to Mr. Kentse, Boswana artist in South Africa and Mr.Mohammed, and Egyptian artist. We
were very close and got together quite often drinking and chatting. Later on, the Vietnamese, American, and some
other artists came to join our leisure. In the first month, I was adjusting myself to the new environment. Ispent most
of the time in studio working, creating etching art-works derived from my impression of Johnson city and the sur-
roundings. In the second month, I was getting familiar with the environment. Working in drawing studio in the
morning producing more than 30 pieces of drawings from nude models who had perfect figures, nice posture and
beautiful faces.

It seems to be a common tradition for the Thai people living abroad to cook Thai food for their foreign friends. Sodid
I......making Pad - Thai, one of the most popular Thai dishes for more that 50 people. Moreover, at the opening of my
solo exhibition in October, I prepared a Thai set menu of Tom Kha Kai, fried vegetable and rice for the participants.
The exhibition was very successful. They enjoyed it. It was such a greal experience for me.....motion, feeling and
imagination were transferred too my etching and drawings. Expressing the impressing of nature related to life re-
ceived from the memorable atmosphere, environment and events.

There was still some other works created after coming back from the United States called “Landscape and Life
Series” which expressed the human beings in the same concept as my Puppets art work produced six years ago. One
picce that striked my sorrow was the portrait of Ajarn Montien Boonma and his wife who were my good friends since
we were students and met in Paris, France more than ten years ago. My production are variety, however with my
intention to present the concept of my creation. It is just like the emotion that varies to the natural environment...and

all of this is .....** Life and Nature”



King Rama (', 2000
Drypoint, 150 x120 cm.

Sunflower, 1998
Etching, 65 x 45 cm.



Sunrise-Sunset, 1998 Sunrise-Sunset, 1998
Etching, 65 x 45 cm. Etching, 65 x 45 cm.



Montien Boonma, 2000 Lover, 2000
Drypoint, 85 x 65 cm. Etching 85 x 65 cm.



Crazy man, 2000 Reading the letter, 2000
Etching, 85 x 65 cm. Etching, 85 x 65 cm.



: Sleeping, 1998
Lao afld Vietnam, 1999 Etching, 65 x 45 cm.
Drawing, -85 x 65 cm.



Puppet, 1998 How are you ?, 1998
Etching, 65 x 45 cm. Etching, 65 x 45 cm.



Sprightlyness, 1998
Etching, 65 x 45 cm.

Group picture, 1998
Etching, 65 x 45 cm.




