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Introduction

Presenting works of art to the public during the time when Professor Silpa
Bhirasri taught his art lessons at the Art School began with organizing the students’ art
exhibition at the Constitution Fair. The project was launched in 1938. when the govern-
ment headed by Field Marshal Pibulsongkram had the policy of promoting national
culture and encouraging the public's nationalistic awareness.

Upon Professor Silpa Bhirasri's suggestion, the Fine Arts Department initated
the National Exhibition of Art in 1949. The purpose was to promote national develop-
ment and progress in art and to encourage public appreciation and understanding of
modern art. Since its inception prominent artists of various branches have participated

in the National Exhibition of Art. The initative can be regarded as a crucial pioneering
project that has continued to the present time.

The organization of the 1 - 4" National Exhibition of Art was a joint Fine Arts
Depariment-Silpakorn University collaboration. This was because the University was still
under the Dapartment's jurisdiction. Beginning with the 15" National Exhibitiin of Art
when the University was transferred from the Fine Arts Department to the Pri I
Minister's Office (and finally to the Ministry of Universit Ayl

s y Affairs), t i
the sole responsibility of Silpakorn University. 58 SRR R T

Various types of categories were intro i

works submitted for the National Exhibition of A?t?(é)eLiir:c; ?r?gc:i'r-]:iﬁret:: :Vlde e
could be.idemified as: painting, sculpture, applied arts, children's art dnS maﬁy i
commercial/advertizing art, monochrome, ornamental art, graphic ar'1 s - 3”5-
The categories were occasionally adjusted, presumabl ‘ e o 1o
those various areas with impetus to continue their creat
University's art subjects were organized into such speciali
and those involved in the organization of the National
such categorization for the event to inspir i i

i;ation; to persést with them. In 1964.p ae: z:zsi;?gl\?gt?;jn!: tgeh_l;f_\{verSity's gpede
simplified categories were adopted, which identified three m X | mOF{ o An,rm‘ore
sculpture and graphic arts. Later, at the 27" National Exhibiti iy
artistic style, that of mixed media, was added s Ao R

) lo better di i .
ted for competition and participation in the event Hibrentigte Pttt

ivelwork. At that time Silpakorn
zatlo.ns. Professor Silpa Bhirasri
Exhibition of Art thus adopted

For the 30" National Exhibit i
: on of Art it w. i
categories of painting, sculpture and e

Exhibition of Art in 1991, it was chan

ded to revert back to the three

graphic arts. However, from the 37" National

‘ ged back a ; ,
media. and this has continued to the present SA 19 for seotions, RkabiEig iovined

The National Exhibition of Art has continued to the present day, and artists
who are graduates and teachers of the various art institutes, together with freelance
artists who pursue their own artistic careers, have taken part in the event. Selection
of winners of the competition is undertaken by a jury whose members normally
include artists, art specialists and other qualified persons.

In 1962, His Majesty the King graciously presided over the opening cer-
emony of the 13" National Exhibition of Art, and ever since has consented to
include some of his own paintings in the Exhibition.

During the first decade of King Bhumibol's reign, modern art in Thailand
grew considerably. Not only was it a novetly for Thai society, but it meant that art
progress in Thailand is comparable to that of the international contemporary art
scene. Furthermore the artist's continued preoccupation with traditionalism and
cultural concerns has given a new creative identity linking the past with the present.

y to provide arfgima@nk Art Museum Foundation
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- Modern Art in Thailand

- Thai Buddhist Sculpture

- Thai Buddhist Art (Architecture)

- Contemporary Art in Thailand (1961)

- Thai Wood Carvings

- History of Art

- Chinese - Japanese

- Oceanic and Australian

- Old Amernca - African

- Art and Evolution of Modern Art

- Aesthetics and Notes on Art

- nnedwinnsznauda

- O 0sE

- Abare Qutline of History and Styles
of Art

- Articles from the Catalogues of the
Annual National Art Exhibition

- Contemporary Art in Thailand (1996)

- falsaenis

- QUATRIRATNTINAINIY

- gangaenh

- FaUvuALAaDTIN ANMNINELAY
SeinenAentud nwden
Hudadevidoawans

- An Appreciation of Sukhothai Art

- Thai Architecture and Painting

e

- A Banner in the Ched: Wat
Dorkngoen

- Notes on the 4 Fresco 3 Painting
Newly Discovered

- A New Discovery of Thai Painting

- Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and
Western Arts

- The Cave Pamnting of Yala
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