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As @ man who make art, | try to understand  the
cultural  roots of thi ntry. Qur cultural structure and
elements are bonded together through Buddhism . animism ,
Brahmanism and the legacy of absolute monarchy . pation:-
age , feudalist mentdlity tions of good and evil , reward
and punishment . Even though we have Buddhism, it seems
that in this country , people still blindly believe and rest their
hepes in the supematural and in gambling (bexing. lofteries,
and horse racing).

Cronyism has created mafia gangsters, loud and
corupt politicians and corrupt, sexually lax monks, In every
era, religion is being used for the benefit of the powerful and
is in crisis. Madness, consumerisn and corrupt politicians
extravagantly waste the country's natural resources. Monks lag

far behind the rest of the community but still look to it fo meet
their needs. Temples are used as a place fo escape from
poverty, provide hope and make merit for better next life, The
idea of this life and a next life and the hope to be born in
the age of Phra Si Arya has been deeply embeded in
people’s thought for centuries. The idea of Traibhum-Phia
Ruang about heaven hell and earth, are recorded in the past
lives of Lord Buddha, in Dasachati, which refers to the practice
of making merit, alms, persistence, practice, giving, endurance
and detachment.

Af present everyone is facing a crisis created by the
madness of the global consumerist sociefy that is destroying
Mother Nature. Thailand's economic bubble has burst. People

have no hepe an are looking for things to hold on te se they
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can survive in their lives. It looks as if the media (books,
newspapers, radio, TV) has no fulfilled its responsibility to bring
the truth to the community, which is in despair. Instead,
without thinking or caring about the poisoning soclety through
its callousness and cold-bloodedness, the media takes
advantage and pursues a tabloid approach aimed at

.boosﬁng sales.

| painted ‘Dasachati’ in order to make a connection
between what epitomises the past and the present. My
purpose and concept. and my re-interpretation of Dasachati,
s fo descibe an earth, hell and soclety of my own
imagination. reflecting my belief that any society lacking
social criticism will end up In crisis.

| prepared the surface of the canvas with soil and |
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used pigment, acrylic and oil to paint on the canvas. | have
drawn simple figures from ancient classical Thai paintings.
arranged to tell a story within the painting, similar to the mural
paintings in temples which a complete story on one wall. |
used my own interpretation to fit in with contemporary society.
I left out minor detalls in oder to focus on the meaning and
concept of the story.

| wish to see contemporary Thai painting everywhere
- from caves...to temples....galleries...hotels and even on the
street, unfolding into contemporary social life and culture. |
am now directing my energies to achieving this. | strongly hope
that my work will generate some critical thinking and change
the thinking of some people in this dark society.
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