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As the wind blows. the painting of freedom takes its course along with the
sweeping pollen of the wild flowers floating 1o the dreamland. the land of imagina-
tion.

The long-tail wind from the mountain is cool and warm. The wind that leaves
the mountain for the wide world like a little child is now coming back tc be

. 5 embraced by the hills
B The same wild flowers

2 The same leaves
But the fragrance of love is intensified and become stronger

At Dol Dok Rak. the same mountain.
There. the wind is beckoning the wild flowers to go somewhere
The long-tail wind... the mountain

Apirak Banmunsilapa

14 February 2006
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Life Work of Aphirak Panmunsil
By Niwat Kongphian

A well-built man with a dark complexion does
not look like an artist. he looks more like and
activist working with villagers. He looks friendly
and when one gets a chance to meet and talk
with him, one finds him to be an humble, well-
mannered person. He never shows off with his
talent of painting. He seems to be a good listener
wWho only speaks when he is asked about his
ideas and what he is doing. He talks only about
his work and his plans, not his personal life.

He seems to be completely obsessed with
his work. He talks only about his painting. his
subject. what he wants to convey. The tremen-

nnd(azt:ia@ﬂw much he

0 his work within.

| accepted his proposal immediately on our
first encounter. He came to Bangkok from Mae
Salong and met me at an art exhibition at a
gallery. He brought with him his pictures. resume.
books and a CD of his work for my writing. | did
not look at them until the day | was ready to start
writing his biography. | requested a couple of
meetings with him so | was able to Inquire about

Some things | was curious about to know more
about him.

I met and talked with him before he went on
a painting journey to Songkhla. That means he
travels and paints all the time. He dropped by
and chatted with me until | could No longer post-
pone writing. though | tried to tell myself that his
WOrk was not one | would be interested in or care
for  Until one day | invited him to do some
Painting at a house of a senior friend of mine at

SaaN@at Playing in the mountain wind
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Wooden bridge buil by Luang house. Songkhla Buri

FPho Uttama, Songkhla Buri
ol on canvas so x 60 CmM.

Samoeng in Chiang Mai.

He arrived well prepared. He concentrated
on what he was doing and worked with expertise.
His painting had feeling. The paint he put on the
canvas did not create mere trees, sky. clouds.

mist or even tiny blades of grass and tuft, but it
was the color

picting what

of leaves, the blue of the sky or the yellow of the

flowers. byt it was an inner Impression trans-

ferred from the brush to the canvas.

From morning to dusk of the day he was
happily absorbed in Nis painting. | watched him
€njoying what he was doing until its completion. |
got confidence that what he had been doing

Since graduation was Promising of a beautiful
future. He s going to be one
In Thailand.

of the best artists

began to review all of h

IS paintings and
study all the written

information about him and |

determined 1o write about him as | feel like Il

A Country Boy's Tragedy

He was g country boy from Tak who had a
varm family unti

he was 14 years old Then a
ragedy changed

S Iife As he narrated in one of
turnmg pPoint in my life hap-

oil on canvas 50 x 60 CIM.

Rama-d¥XAEMuseu

pened in 1984 when my dad committed suicide. |
released the rope from his neck and put him on
the floor. The picture has remained permanent in
My memory. From a lively child, | became a de-
pressed, reserved and introverted person. With-
Out dad. my family split apart like a broken raft.
We each went in a different direction,

| drifted around unable to find direction.
Everything was dark. Then my art teacher at
Saphanwthiayakhom School in Mae Sot came into
my life and introduced me to "art”. He taught me
painting and | was able to forget the painful past.
Art gradually purified my heart. Khru Saupaphong
Yuenyong. my first teacher resurrected me from
the dark side of life to the bright and shining
world of art.."

He is strongly determined to reach the high-
est level of his art. During his study at the Faculty
of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University, he supported
melfpﬂt’ﬂdsatcr@rﬂe began to
ravel in the countryside and hills looking for sub-
jects for his paintings. In his senior year. he was
able to bring his mother to live with him as she
suffered from hallucinations since her husband
Passed away. His life was full of struggles against
his own feelings more than make a livelihood. He
ook his mother along on his painting trips hoping

that art and nature would alleviate her grief.

Unfortunately, the second lragedy came as

his mother's Symptoms became worse. Once on 3

rip to paint the fields of sunflowers in Mae Hong

Son. his mother disappeared from their lodgings.
He found her four days later. She
leaving her clothes in a sunflower
on hill after hill

strayed away
bush. He went
looking for her and finally found
her at their house in Chiang Mai. He took her to

the Neurological Hospital in town. After three
months of hospitalization she got worse. How-

ever. she managed to hang on until his delayed
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graduation.

His mother died peacefully. This tragedy was
as great as when he lost his father. Even so.
Aphirak continued with his work and public exhi-
bitions. His single exhibition was held one year
after his mother was gone. His first single exhibi-
tion in September 2000 was titles “Doi Dokrak”

Aphirak wrote in the brochure "It has been
ten years now since | came to a mountain with a
strong will and dream as 3 young man to search

for truth in the mountain. | stayed overnight at

several triba| villages. | was impressed with their

Kindness and friendliness. The charming hills in-

Spired me for my creation and the results were a

Set of paintings called ‘Doi Donrak: which will last
for ever. *

The exhibition

brochure had his graduation
Picture with

Nis mother as 2 tribute to her with a
Poem dedicated 0 her as well

B
Beginning of Change is myself
A rural artjst on the hill

To paint What | have Jost

To preserye the beauty,

F : p
F a{th " Myself and the people around me.
fom Birthplace tg Doi Mae Salorig

Fascinateq with
People's hospitalit
Mae Salong the
Creation

the mountains and the tribal
Y. Aphirak decided to make DOoi
place to create his art works. His
has been Constant.

exhibiti iodi

xhibitiong Periodically tq keep up with trends
Neverthelegs the hills are
The beauty of {

natura|

He participated in

where his heart IS
he mountains. wild flowers and
Canvas S;:;e;:’; e transferred onto theé

°f another.  Ap old car is his
"ansports him ang
SDTHE'[IFT"IE;S T

vehicle that t

Sverywhere
when it raing

his equipment

Serves as his bed as

0o heauily to
Sle And
oftentimes Ep In a tent

th
€ Same car S turmned into his studio
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e M
Unin@ae Terraced Mountains savaln:

oll on canvas 65 X 75 Cm.
WRUFEENTDY quudanly Amend

Over ten years of his wandering all over the
Mountains of Doi Mae Salong. Aphirak has re-
corded every single angle of its beauty. He has to
sell some of his work to make ends meet. He fell
N love with his wife at Mae Salong. They have

s yadFba d e At MUseulTT Foundationem e

tragic loss in his earlier time became
a driving force for him to have a family to com-
Pensate for the bitterness of the past.

He hardly speaks of his family but he real-
izes they are the Inspiration of his creation.
Ten Years of Artistic Creation

At the age of 36 this year (2006), Aphirak is
N his prime to energetically produce his work.
Some transformation of his creation from the earlier
Period until now can be observed.

The work in the earlier period (around 1992)
depict his fascination with nature. He tried to
Imitate nature and win over nature through his
Painting although he had to surrender to nature
and accept its power over all things in the world.

As time passed. feelings began to dominate
the colorfy reality

Sees

He no longer paints what he
He completely gives in to nature. realizing

that without feeling it is impossible for him to

(needlework)
ol on canvas 40 X 50 CM. 253é
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capture the beauty of nature. Just a few strokes
of a masters hand like his reveals grass blowing
In the wind surrounded by mountains. But it is not
the grass seen by the human eye. the lifeless
grass. That is how his concept has changed and
this has enabled him to begin to create the most
vivid pictures of grass, majestic mountains. bloom-
ing fragrant flowers one could possibly perceive.

Five years later, a great change becomes
evident.  Aphirak has begun to transform the
almosphere, the coolness. the heat, the blowing
flowers at a gust of the wind and gentle breeze.
No more for the quiet still flowers as in the past.

Now his mountains look grand and powerful.
There is distance and time in the painting. It is an
impression conjured up from within. it is not any-

more the realistic painting. Details have become

softer. the stroke guicker. No longer will he fool

around with ﬁ Dy one strokeg gfza slaw delib m
erate style o ramamiclx MtﬂM useu he ”

deftly applied as he desires. Then appear the tiny

petals and pollen of the flowers but they

| look sO
alive.

Life has begun to get easier. He is delighted

to be ablie 1o work on his painting daily. He
€ngages in more travelling. More of the beautiful
natural settings to discover besides those at Mae

Sal '
Ong. Those in Sangkhla Buri are wonderful:
the superb ones in Phukhet

| . and Isan also has
Something

. Interesting. He believes in going on
rips to learn Something new and m

" ore about it
US. he travels here and there all

the time.

He m
anaged to destroy some of the barriers

around hj =
M. He has g vVISion to move further and

break
: ey from the b":’CKEQE regardless of the
He wants to pe still and gain power

for his artistic Creations

But he has not reached

d.:llu..r n'u...- =
AN0INANALNDIAN Nighttime in Amsterdam
oll on canvas s0 X &0 Cm. 2548

Second Breakthrough

As his paintings made some sales and his

family economy improved., A hirak has begun to

Ft@llﬂrﬂﬁa i@ﬂww!d of art,

estern World. He had a strong desire to see
the real Masterpieces he had read about. par-

ticularly the works of the Impressionist Mas-

ters.  When he could not resist it any longer. he

headed for Paris and other cities of art in the

West. All for a look at the world's wonderful art works.

The greatest trip in his life freed him from

the small shell to an €ye opening experience of

another gigantic world of such masters as Van

Gough. Monet Pisaro. Picasso and hundreds more

European artists. He could not miss any of them.

After he returned to Thailand. he began to

break the old mold he had built for himself Of

COurse there was nothing wrong with his former

understanding and perception. However, some-

thing was not quite right. The chance to see the

W
Orks of Degas or Cesan was not an end in itself.

He needs to study their history. their works. Hi

M
eeds to do more research. Moreover. there is

I - — L
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also contemporary art and current developments
he cannot afford to overlook. He has to con-
Stantly keep up with the world of art.

Apirak began to take stock of himself. An
artist needs to be Independent and self-reliant. R
He has to be aple 0 make his life with his cre-
alive works. He must be able to provide happi-

eSS 10 his family. He cannot live in poverty out
of pride and refuse 10 sell

Most of al|

his works.

e =R ama. XAt Museum Foundation

worked hard. Aphirak has a long
l0 us the quality of his performance.

'ope a few more limes Rome s one of the des-

tinies. Two things he wants to

Profoundnesg N his work. the art

reflects beaut\;,
Imagination.

Istic work that
IMmpression, €motion and great
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