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5 Decade of The National Exhibition of Art

Presenting works of art to the public during the time when Professor Silpa
Bhirasri taught his art lessons at the Art School began with organizing the students’ art
exhibition at the Constitution Fair. The project was launched in 1938. when the
government headed by Field Marshal Pibulsongkram had the policy of promoting
national culture and encouraging the public's nationalistic awareness.

Upon Professor Silpa Bhirasri's suggestion, the Fine Arts Department initated
the National Exhibition of Art in 1949. The purpose was to promote national develop-
ment and progress in art and to encourage public appreciation and understanding of
modern art. Since its inception prominent artists of various branches have participated
in the National Exhibition of Art. The initative can be regarded as a crucial pioneefing
project that has continued to the present time,

The organization of the 1% - 4" National Exhibition of Art was a joint Fine Arts
Department-Silpakorn University collaboration. This was because the University was still
under the Dapartment's jurisdiction. Beginning with the 15" National Exhibition of Art,
when the University was transferred from the Fine Arts Department to the Prime
Minister's Office (and finally to the Ministry of University Affairs), the project has been
the sole responsibility of Silpakorn University.

Various types of categories were introduced to account for the wide range of
works submitted for the National Exhibition of Art, During the 1%-14™ events many types
could be identified as: painting, sculpture, applied arts, childrends art, decorative arts,
commercial/advertizing art, monochrome, ornamental art, graphic arts, and drawing.

The categories were occasionally adjusted, presumably to provid%m aoergpﬂ-t Museum

those various areas with impetus to continue their creative work. At that time Silpakorn
University's art subjects were organized into such specializations, Prefessor Silpa
Bhirasri and those involved in the organization of the National Exhibition of Art thus
adopted such categorization for the event to inspire those engaged in the University's
specializations to persist with them. In 1964, at the 15" National Exhibition of Art, more
simplified categories were adopted, which identified three major sections: painting,
sculpture and graphic arts. Later, at the 27" National Exhibition of Art, another type of
artistic style, that of mixed media, was added to better differentiate works of art
submitted for competition and participation in the event.

For the 30" National Exhibition of Art it was decided to revert back to the three
categories of painting, sculpture and graphic arts. However, from the 37" National

Exhibition of Art in 1991, it was changed back again to four sections, including mixed
media, and this has continued to the present.

During the early years winners of the competition were awarded honorary
medals. In the later events the winners were given medals as well as prize money.
There are three levels of awards: first prize gold medal award, second prize silver medal
award and third prize bronze medal award. Artists who have won three gold medals, of
two golds and two silvers in the same category of creative work, are conferred the title,
“Artist of Distinction” All these recognitions have been meant to provide incentives and
upgrade the standard of artistic work and their prestige in Thai society.

The National Exhibition of Art has continued to the present day, and artists
who are graduates and teachers of the various art institutes, together with freelance
artists who pursue their own artistic careers, have taken part in the event. Selection
of winners of the competition is undertaken by a jury whose members normally
include artists, art specialists and other qualified persons.

In 1962, His Majesty the King graciously presided over the opening
ceremony of the 13" National Exhibition of Art, and ever since has consented to
include some of his own paintings in the Exhibition.

During the first decade of King Bhumibol's reign, modern art in Thailand
grew considerably. Not only was it a novetly for Thai society, but it meant that art
progress in Thailand is comparable to that of the international contemporary art
scene. Furthermore the artist's continued preoccuption with traditionalism and
cultural concerns has given a new creative identity linking the past with the present.

This year, 1999, is a special time for Thai people and artists to jointly
celebrate the 72" Birthday of His Majesty the King. Thai artists deeply appreciate
his profound ideas about the creation of true art, which are given in many of his
speeches, for example, “In order to create any kind of art, apart from having a
precise skill and using appropriate technigues, the artists need to be true to the
work and to sincerely and honestly create a work. That work will then be one that
is admired and respected. Sincerity is vital for the artist and is an essential factor
that helps to portray vividly his special talent in his work. When each arlist creates
art from his sincerity and purity of mind, the whole art will appear as a beautiful

Fxﬂﬂ nﬂaclq'g“f the pure Thai state of mind for the world to see.” This concept

has served as a guide for Thai artists and is evident in the visual arls exhibited in
the 19489-1999 National Art Exhibition. The creative works, as a whole, indicate a
clear image of the origin and development of contemporary Thai art and artists,
which styles have been changing along with the social, economic and political
crises. However, the value and quality of these different styles displays the strength
of the Thai art circle and the preserverence, endurance, endurance and courage of
Thai artists. Essentially this has formed a significant and unique art form and style
in contemporary Thai art, which has been recognized internationally as a part of
Thailandis national art and culture.

In the auspicious year of the King's 72" Birthday, all Thais are grateful for
his Majesty's great contributions, his goodness and perfection, and especially his
admiring talent of the creative arts. His Majesty has done many paintings and
sculptures and has given royal permission to exhibit his art. Also, he has given
good and creative opinions and ideas about art and art culture, especially to Thai
arlists and artistic circles.

To celebrate his Majesty the King's auspicious year, all Thai artists would
like to follow in his Majesty's footsteps about the fradition of what is true art and
a true artist, and to jointly create good works of art as a homage to him. This is
to show our gratefulness to our beloved King and to show the perfection of our
divine king of the Chakri Dynasty to the world
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PROFESSOR SILPA BHIRASRI

Biography

1882 - Born on September 15, 1882, at San Goivanni, Florence, Italy.

1898-1902 - Attended primary school.

1903-1807 - Attended secondary school.

1908-1915 - Attended the Royal Academy of Art in Florence Received a certificate of
painting and sculptor Entered the sculpture exhibition. Earned the title
of Professor of Fine Arts (1" class honours)

1923 -Came to Thailand and hired as a sculptor at the Department of Fine
Arts, under a three-year contract with a salary of 800 baht a month.
1926 -Served under an unlimited contractas a teacher of sculpture at the Art
Department of the Royal Institute with a salary of 900 baht.
1928 - Inspected the damage of Phra Buddha Trai Rattananavok. Wat Phanan
Choeng, Ayuthaya.
1929 -Modelled the statue of king Rama | the great. Fama X Art Museum
1930 - Returned to ltaly for vacation and for the supervision of the moulding of
the statute of King Rama I.
1932 - Conferred the most Exalled Order of the White Elephant, 5" Class 0N

the occasion of the unveiling of the statute of King Rama | and the open-
ing of Phra Buddha Yod Fah Bridge.
1933 -Cooperated with Phra Saroj Ratana Nimman, Head of Architecturé

Department in establishing the school of Fine Arts. - Received a new salary as an expert in fine arts.

1934 -Modelled the statue of Tao Suranari, later erected at Nakornrajseema 1952 - Professor Silpa Bhirasri's article on Thai Painting Published.
Province. 1953 - Conferred the Dushadi Mala and Silpa Vidtava medals served as the
1935 - The School of Fine Arts became Silpakorn School President of the National Art Association under the International Art
1937 - Art Exhibition of Students of Silpakorn School at the Constitution Fair Association .
1938-1940 -Modelled the Democracy Monument later erected at Haidamﬂem 1954 - Represented Thailand at the International Artist Convention at Venice
Avenue -Wrote an article on The Features of the Horse of King Taksin the Great
1941 -Modelled the statue of King Rama VI later erected at Lumpini Park. Monument _
1942 -Modelled the Victory Monument later erected at Sanam Pao 1956 -Medelled the Monument of King Naresuan the Great later erected at
Don Chedi, Supanburi.
- Cooperated with Phraya Anuman Rajthon 2

e 1957 -Modelled the Walking Buddha to commemorate the 25" century of
- Promoted to special class government official

Buddhism.
1943 - Detained by Japanese army as a result of WW I

1959 - Attended a seminar on archaeology of the Sukhothai period
- Silpakorn University established October 5. _ -Participated in the third International Artist Convention in Vienna.
1944 -Became Thai citizen and changed his name to Silpa Bhirasr! 1962 - Conducted research on the Nontaburi School of Mural Paintings.
1946 -Professor Silpa Bhirasri asked for a ralse - Wrote his last article An Appreciation of Sukhothai Art.
1947 -Returned to Italy (3" time) - Died of Intestinal cancer on May 14
- Exhibition of Thai Art at the Thai Embassy. London 1963

- Royal sponsored cremation on January 17 at Wat Thepsirintarawas
1949 Asked for another raise

- The First National Art Exhibition February 11- March 10
Returned to Italy together with his family (4" time)
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Artists of Distinction, 1949-1999

fatududealsanniasnssy Tl wer 2494
Artist of Distinction in Painting 1951

1. wuldon Buduzen
Misiem Yipintsoi

dalutwdaslsannlsedannssy
Artist of Distinction in Sculpture

2. Wi BN
Khien Yimsiri

Tf) e 2496

1953
3. WLFVDIAT WY Aatutwmbeasnlssnmsyfannasa Toafl et 2496
Sitthidet Jhiransaeng Artist of Distinction in Sculpture 1953
€ o a ‘n.: - =y )
4, WELEN FINNIN Aatlutubastlsunmylse@snnsss Tufl e 2496
Sawaeng Songmangmee Artist of Distinction in Sculpture 1953
5. wnlwysd Wosduysnl Falhdudunysunnlsedisnnass Tud woet 2496
Paitoon Muangsomboon Artist of Distinction in Sculpture 1953
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6. witita witasen fallutubunssnmdatlseend o) weet 2496 pa A uLel
o vt s ar Qo
Chit Rienpracha Artist of Distinction in Applied Art 1953 SIJ‘E.,,‘JGI WRENRTIA ﬁaﬁuﬁuwﬂu
7. wienlseaee tnsvg faduiuboslrsnmsiomidal Tuf) wer 2496 Biography and Work of Art Airiisteal Blatneton
Prasong Padamanuj Artist of Distinction in Decoralive Arts 1953
8 wialan gy faluiwbuslsunninings Tud) e 2498
Sawadi Tantisuk Artist of Distinction in Painting 1955
9 wien S Aallutubusnlsunviasnssy Lt we dR@Ma IX Art Museum Foundation
Tawee Nandakwang Artist of Distinction in Painting 1956
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10 WIEWD AWV ﬁaﬁuﬁmmmﬂssmm%n'ﬁu iuﬂ W.el 2500
Fua Haripitak Artist of Distinction in Painting 1957
11 werge Haase FatlumudantsunmIssnsss Tufl wet 2502
Chalood Nimsamer Artist of Distinction in Painting 1959
i g A i e P v ~
12 vousndiad garid AallvtuBustsunnmniiand hul wer 2506
Manit Poo-Aree Artist of Distinction in Graphic Arts 1962
13 wisdntwa esloan Foluiudussannnwia Tl wer 2522
Ithipol Thangchalok Artist of Distinction in Graphic Arts 1979
14wy womas Fatlutumisasanniannysy Tl we 2522
Preecha Thaothong Artist of Distinction in Painting 1979
15 AIERSEER Wase FaturulE e ssnmm WG lull we 2524
Prayat Phongdam Artist of Distinction in Graphic Arts 1981
16 WA S FalludumEnsn)sermmmiag Tufl wer 2525
Decha Warachoon Artist of Distinction in Graphic Arts 1982
7oweras inaesing Aatlutwesnssrmn i lydl we 2536
Thavorn Ko-udomuyit Artist of Distinction in Graphic Arts 1992
18 wRATETRENG B ise ;7_"'::1;‘.-:"‘,%",-:.1.;;—-1.‘-.EJ'_ S Iest S lAql WE 2548
Kiettisak Chanonnart Artist of Distinction in Painting 1995
HITY 1 M LIATAE FibL ATV 2R3 Tufl wer 2638
Khemrat Kongsuk Artist of Distinction in Sculpture 1995




