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on the Occasion of His Majesty the Kingis 80" Birthday Anniversary
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Message from the Dean
Faculty of Painting, Sculpture and Graphic Arts
Silpakorn University

In 2007, two most auspicious occasions coincide. First, His Majesty Phrabat Somdej Phra
Paramindra MahaBhumibol Adulvadei Mahitladhiber RamadhibodiChakrinarubodindara

savamindaradhirg Boromanatbophit's reign has entered the sixwv-firstyear, thus making His Maj-

esty the longest reigning king ever in the history of the Thai nation, Secondly, His Majesty will also

i 80 on the fifth of December this vear. As we all know. His Majesty has all through his reign.

sings for the

being guided by the Ten Code of Virtuous King. carried owt countless undert:
happiness of all Thai people. Significantly, His Majesty is also renowned for his expertise in all
hrinches of sciences, not to mention his excellence in the arts such as music, photography,
literature. handicrafts, and panicularly painting. His Majesty has studied and did exercises from
hooks on his own since childhood. His undisputed virtuosity in the Luter field has been wideh
\{

recognized following i series of public exhibitions of His Majesty’s works. This 15 an unsurpi

Blessing and grace bestowed upon the artists and the Thai people as o whole, leading 1o the

fans Sulddminlasons adwassASaanTaniinlseiimaniufiosimingms dedtfad TS |x Art M useum FI‘JLII'I darti»ﬂ_"inn of the title *The Great Anist” of Ratanakosin to His Majesty the King.
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Mindful of His Majestv's munificence, the Department of Painting, Faculwy of Paining.
seulpture and Graphic Ans. Silpakorn University, has conceived the Historical Records of Ratnakosin
Iskand At Exhibition as a tribute 1o His Majesty the King's S0th Binhday Anniversary, The event

4 humble step in line with His Majesty's endeavor [0 pass on the wisdom of this

SETVES
magnificent City. Evidently, having been convineed of its intrinsic value, the artists and the general
public would in due time appreciate and cherish the culural heritige of the Ratanakosin Island
aren, one that our ancestors had created and bequeathed 1o us. And. of course, it is the duty of our
generition 1o pass it on intact 1o the next a duty that will serve as 4 humble token of our

ion for His Majesty's compassion, and @ modest effort to spread far and wide the word

HiE

appre
alhout His Majesty's greal eminence as a1 highly esteemed King of the Chakri Dynasty.

oS

P Vipnthanasarm?
Dean, Faculty of Painting, Sculpture and Graphic Arts.

silpakorn Universin
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Message from the Department of Painting
Faculty of Painting, Sculpture and Graphic Arts
Silpakorn University

The Department of Painting. Faculty of Painting, Sculpture and Graphic Ans, silpakom Unives
conceived the Historical Records of Ratanakosin Ishind An Exhibition as o tribute o His Majesty the King's
ists and

80th Birthday Anniversary, This event invited prominent academicians i the field of culture,
ignificance of various aspeats of life on

lecturers from severil universities 0 brainstorm on the: historical
o e, Following King Buddha Yodfit Chulloke (Rama 1) the Greats ascension 1o

the Throne, he declared Bangkok o be the nation’s capital city, and decreed that it be constructed on the

cast side of the Chao Phrva River. Three rings of city moat were dug, thus creating in the process an ishind-
akosin Island”. Here Ly the hub of Ratanakosin

like area and an inspiration o call this space the "R
s began o

City's prosperity. where an endless serics of Thailand's exquisite architectural and artistic herita

appear. Al of them are historically significant, reflecting our nation’s wisdom and affuence, inseribed and

passed on from generation o genenition down 1o the present day.

aulty of Painting, Sculpture and

Mindful of such an honorble sk, the Department of Painting. F
Graphic Ans, Silpakorn University, being aninstitution that specializes n it education with an aim 1o

Bma |x Ar‘t Museum Fnunda-ﬁmpmlny graduates in the artistic voeation, and in line with the nation’s: philosophy 1o offer
h : anvestors, welcomes the

instructions Based on the nation’s cultural pillars and wisdoms derived from our ar

opponunity to orgnize this event. 1t is hoped that the shured body of knowledge resulting from this

enclesvor would serve as @ worthy guideline for present-day Than contemporany artists 1o creme works of

art, ones hat cre inspired by the apprecition of our ancestors. wisdonn 10 also hoped that the new series
dvance

of works would e imbued with our nation’s distinctive characeristios and spirits, help o futher
the Thai contemporany artistic circle, and at the same time standd tall as archetvpes of anistic historical

secords, serving s i communication channel hetween the anisis andd their sociery, and o lucid woken of

we, preserve and camy on the culural hertage of Ratnakosin.

their love and conmmitiment 1o tred

In s fimal note, the Department of Painting wishes o by all speakers, praicipants and artists for

their time and valuable thoughts that ulimately: rought success o the seminar aned an exhibition as

whole. It is our fervent hope that the body of knowledge so awqquired would be shared witl the general

Chenhin terms ol Ratamikosin historeal study and the expansion ol pete

7 (V. ﬁéd{/y

tAssistant Professor Nawim Biadklang)

ong Then contems-

i

rniry ATTISES 1N Vs fo come.

Head, Department of Painting, Faculty of Painting, Sculpiure

and Graphic Arts Silpakomn University
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Art and Culture Renovation Project
By the Department of Painting, Faculty of Painting, Sculpture and
Graphic Arts,
Silpakorn University

1. Project Title

Ratanakosin Island Historical Records Ant Exhibition on the Occasic i

His Majesty the Kings 80" Birthday Anniversary
2. Responsible Organization
The Department of Painting, Faculty of Painting, Sculpture and Graphic

Arts, Silpakorn University

3. Background and Rationale

i
When King Rama I wanted to build a new capital for his dynasty 225 E.aﬁma |>{ .fE'il't MUEEUITI Fﬂundat

ago, he decided to build Bangkok on the Eastern bank of Chao Phya River. The
city was built particularly on the Ratanakosin Island. Encircled by the city wall
and canal, the Island was home to Grand Palace, Temple of the Emerald Bud-
dha, forts, streets and temples. All the works in that time were done by top-
notch craftsmen from Ayutthaya and Thonburi. To meet with the king's desire
to continue the national art and culture, the craftsmen |I:II‘['I'1t)I]i()1.IHly created the
architectural. painting and sculptural works for the new city. The construction
was therefore the beginning of the national history, showing the local wisdom

and glory from the last two centuries,

As a national artinstitution, the faculty has maintained our philosophy of

education and learning based on the national culture 1o develop the ancient
wisdom. We are highly aware of the necessity of building artistic and cultural
awareness 1o the public. Therefore, the facully plans to pass on the local wis-

dom and culture of the Ratanakosin era to the next generation

On the occasion of His Majesty the King's 80" Birthdav, the local public
and private sectors will be paying tribute towards the revered king whos de-
voted his life and happiness for his people and country.

The King who is genius in all types of art and science has not only adapred
the science to improve the people’s plight but also supported the art and culture
of the country. Morcover, King Bhumiphol has also been praised as one of the
most respected artists of Ratanakosin era.

To commemorate the special occasion, the professors from the faculty
and artists are pleased to renovate the national art and culture on the Ratanakosin

Island and to pass it on to the next generation. We hope the renovation will be

a4 way o show our gratitude towards our beloved king,

Objectives
1. To show the gratitude 1o His Majesty the King and o be in line with the
e

casion of the kings 80" birthday.
'GD‘!'(: e in the revered artist King's footstep of cherishing the national art

and culture.
3. To build awareness and appreciation on art and culture from Ratanakosin

among the general public,

4. To be a historical record ol the Ratanakosin Island.
5 To build a education and rescarch centre on the history and art of the

Ratanakosin Island for students, instructors and general public.
6. To pay artistic tribute to the society.

7. To be an example for the society 1o piss on the art and science o the

public.

Procedures
Phase 1@ Setting up a4 group of committee and sub-commitiee 1o select 25-

30 outstanding artists o join the project. The selected artists will be mecting

with historians and archeologists 1o set the theme for the project.



Phe : Arranging “Ratanakosi
ase 2 @ Arranging "Ratanakosin Island Historical Records Art Exhibition”

semi for artists, : 2SSOIS ¢ istori
inar for artists, art professors and historians 1o exchange ideas and sugge
tions to set up theme for the exhibition. ¢

Phase 3 : Artists and : Ty
; Artists and art professors will create their works while historians
will write articles about the Rawanakosin Island for the special occasion

Phase 4 : Exhibiti A —
hase 4 : Exhibiting the pieces of art by outstanding artists and art profes

sors from Silpakorn University at the Queen's Gallery

Venue
- The seminar was held at Room 304, Silpakorn University Bangkok ¢
pus on May 12, 2007. PR
- The exhibition will be held at the Queen’s G
31, 2007.

am-

allery between August 6 and

Rama IX Art Museum Foundation
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