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Rural Solitude

As the veil of night slowly lifts and the first light of dawn appears in the east, the sun’s
rays gradually bathe the world in light and an infinite range of colors. The sky turns a brilliant
blue. Birds leave their nests to look for food, busy in their search throughout the day, only to fly
back to their homes as the nighttime returns. The sun shines on the paddy fields, illuminating the
tender green rice shoots. There is still a refreshing cool in the air, and dew adorns the wildflowers
that proudly raise their heads here and there in the midst of the woods and rice fields. Their
fragrant scent spreads far and wide, attracting hosts of insects to partake of their nectar. Before

long, their petals will be buffeted by the wind and fall quietly to the ground.
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Wfﬂmufymmiuagmunm\jLﬁum LLQ&I%“%%mﬁMUEEUm Ecg Hfﬁ@ amﬁrﬂlace. where life is beset by hardship, the beauty and bounty of nature

offer relief. The soil is rich and moist. Courage and perseverance are the enemies of sloth. Despite
the hardships of life, the spirit is lifted. The breath of freedom and self-reliance drives away
despair, and work quickly dispels any trace of sadness or sorrow. Boredom vanishes, and self-pity
is safely locked away. Yet. when exhaustion sets in. one
can stop to rest. When one is sleepy, one can take a
short nap. Greed and ambition have no place in the lives
of the people here. They share their wisdom. They un-

derstand the meaning of compassion. Their lives are

based on kindness and generosity.
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