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INTRODUCTION

The Mationai Exhibition of Art was conceived by Professor Silpa Brurasn who s
considered 1o he the father of modearn art in Thailand, The first exhibition was held in 1949,
and subsequent exnibions have been held regularly ever since

The undertakings of the 1 10/the 14" extibitions were under the jaint responsibilines
af the state Depariment of Fine Ars and Silpakarn Urniversity, it administered under he
Department of Fine Arts attached ta the Ministry of Education

Inthe 15 exhibition, after Silpakom University has detached itsall from 1he Department
of Fine Arts, the tespongibiiity was handed over to the University whilst the Departmenl assisted
In organizing the sven in lemms of manpower and venus

Various types of categories were imroduced 10 account for the wide range of works

submitted for ihe Mational Exhibition of Arl. During the 17 - 14" events. mary lypes could be
\dentified as pamting, sculpture. applied ans, childrens ar. decorative arts, commercial /

advertizirig arl. monochrome. omamental arl. graptic arls, and qrawmg. The categornes werh .
accasionally sdjusied. presumably 10 provide artists working in those different areas wil ama lx M MUE-ELIIT] F l.'.ll...lnl:l ﬂtl o

impetus 1o continue their creative works: Al that fime Siipakorn University's art subjects were
arganized info such spacialization Professar Silpa Bhirasn and those involved in the organizanan
of the Mational Extibition of Arl, thus. adopled Such calegorization fior fhe event (o nspire
those engaged m the Uriversity's spacialization lo persist with 1nem In 1964, at the 15
nNaticnal Exnibition of A, more simphfied calegonies were adopted. which ideniihed. three
major setlions pamnting. sculpture and graphic arts. Than, 1he 27", 28" Natllonal Exhibiton af
Art was added a slyle, of mixed media 1o get paiter differentiate artworks and also give good
oppariurmly o an artist’s creation lor compelition and participation n the event

The 307 Mational Extibition of Art. 15 time ta revert back by the Ihree calegones of
painting, sculpture and graphic arts Finally from the 37" Natianal Edhibiton 6f Art 1o nowadays,
its was classilied 16 four calegones, nehuding mixed media

Iy the early days. there were only madal awards with no monetary prizes. The 1 prize
was a gold medal award. he 2 prize - silvar: 3 prize - bronze. Arists whio have acguired
3 gold meaals or 2 gold and 2 silver In a gingle seaton. are awarded the litle Artist of
Cistingon LUp ool he present. there have been aliogriher 19 Distinchon Awards Intact s
aparl frarm govemment subsidy. the event s co-sponsared by Fsso {Thastanct) POL fa asss
witly the awards and other expandilures

Sinee the 157 exhitation. it has became the duly of Sipakam Unaraity 1o handle the
sariue alter ore openet 46 own art gallery in 2l areas of Wang Thiae Fhiry palacee, and e
e 2607 exnininon omnwards. the extabition Has always baen held at the Unvermaty s art gallarny
By whichi in 1997 - 1990 the gallery had Been closed lor restoraton and The Mabonal A
Golliary wits chosen gs the venue lor the 43 49 extuhilions with the codpration ol the
Depatment of Friwe Afs Antd sitre 2004 Ihe 500 ertubition o the present stiow 4t Tho At
anet Gl Carter Commemorating the & Cyole: Binfday Avnversary of ||.-4 WaErty 1

King. Sipakrorn Universiy. Sanamchandra Palace Campus: Naknon Pathom Prownce whien
will i adcitionally, stage at Chiang Ma Unwversity. Khon Kaen Umversiy. Manasarasnam
University. and Thaksin Liniversity

During 1he first decada of King Bhumitals Beign. congiderabily, aot only mogeer an
n Thaland has rapiclly growth B it seams o be an progresson by ahich 1§ absaiasly
compared wih an internationdl contemporary art scene  Furthermorg Ihe:-armets contimued
preaccupation with trachhonalsm and Cullural Concerns Nas gven & Naw creative maniny
lirlking {he past 0 |he prasent

In the 137 exhilaticn in 1962, His Majesty the King personally primarnly presigad over
the opemng cetemony, and for the 15 ashibiton gave myal consant to ave some of His
Majesty's works i pamting go:on éxhit and partcipate m the event. Ever gmce. the Natonas
Exhibition of Art has always besn greced by the presence of His Majesty s artworks. ang trom
thir 22 exhibition gnwards. a Privy counciior has without tall been appointea as His Majesty 5
mresehtali\re 1o presicle ver the aflicial opamng ceramarny

Tha antists deeply appreciate to His Majesty's profound in the lssue of visual art
creaton which are gven n many af his speeches. lor exampta, “In order to create any kird
of ar. apart from Naving a precise skill and usng appropraste technques, the artists need |10
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egonomic and political crises However, (he value and gquality of these aifferent styles displays
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