SPIRIT OF ISRAEL

Through Selected Collection Of Art In The Embassy
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INTRODUCTION

This exhibition includes the works of contemporary Israeli artists collected at the Embassy of
Israel and at the residence of the ambassador since the establishment of a permanent embassy in
Bangkok in 1958. It is not an exhibition describing a single style or a single artist. It is rather a collection
at random of works available at a certain time to satisfy tastes of the 14 ambassadors that served in
these 44 years and their officers. It is also based on the availability of the works, the budget allocated
for their purchase or the generosity of the artists that passed in Bangkok and visited the office or the
residence. It can be said that it depicts more an individual collection peculiar to this embassy and not

based on a guideline or a museum style collection dedicated to a subject, school or type of work.

But, as time passes it can be a tool to learn the development of ar, taste and fashion in Israel.
Some pieces can make the hearts of museum curators beat and some, depict a personal taste of an
extrovert artist whose creativity depended on his mood and art was not his main line of work, which could
be in architecture, puppet theatre or engineering. There can be considered now rare and a reason for art

historians, to make a research and study comparisons.

Another reason to make such an exhibition is, due to the Terror that started to strike the world
in the second half of the twentieth century, and that turned embassies into fortresses, hard to be

reached, the collections in embassies are now closed to the public and are the privilege of a very few.

Bearing this in mind, | thought that bringing it out to the public in Thailand can show an angle of
the cultural life of Israel not usually seen and it is a great honour to show this exhibition in such a

respected venue.

David Matnai

Ambassador of Israel
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Arieh Azen (1934-)

Arieh Azen (Eisinan), painter, born in Hamburg, Germany. Immigrated to Israel in 1934.

Studies : 1957-1958 Bezalel, Jerusalem; Avni Institute, Tel Aviv

Advanced studies : Paris

Lived in Kibbutz Tsova near Jerusalem for 28 years; 1968-1970 lived in France, England and
Germany. From 1984 lived in Jerusalem. Influenced by Zaritsky, Streichman and “New Horizons Group"

Motke Blum (1925-)

Born in Romania, immigrated to
Israel in 1944.

Studies : Bezalel, Jerusalem.
Completed his studies in ltaly, Holland and
USA.

Lives in Jerusalem.
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Worked with prints on fiberglass. In 1980s returned to realistic agua rvi
realist and a master of water colour technique. Had several group shi m E EFX useu I I I

Israel Musuem, Jerusalem; Kadishman connection; and, one-man shows including 1967 Charlouenburg
Copenhagen; 1975 Artist's House, Jerusalem; 1977 Loeb Gallery, Bern Switzerland.
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Mordechai Avniel vmei g(@ t!’??ﬁ

Painter and Iawyer, born in Russia. Immigrated to
Israel in 1921.

Studies : 1913-1917 Art School, Katrinburg.,
Russia; 1917-1919 High School for Art, Katrinburg: 1923
Bezalel, Jerusalem.

Teaching : 1924-1928 Bezalel directed and
taught in sculplure department.

Prizes : 1952 Herman Struck Prize: 1958 10"
Anniversary Prize for Water Colors, Ramat Gan; 1961
Histradrut Prize; 1977 First Prize Haifa Municipality.

From 1930 Lived in Haifa. 1958 Participated in
Venice Biennale. His works are in museums and collections in Israel and abroad. including the Metropolitan
Museum, New York and Carnegie Institute, Pittsburgh, USA.
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Igael Tumarkin (1933-)

Painter and sculptor, born in Dresden,
Germany. Immigrated to Israel in 1935.

Studies : 1954 with Rudi Lehman, Ein
Hod.

Prizes : 1963 First Prize for Memorial of
“Choulikat™; 1968 Sandberg Prize, Israel Museum,
Jerusalem; 1968 First Prize for “Memarial to
Sailors™ Haifa; 1971 First Prize for *Memorial for
Holocaust and Resurrection™, Tel Aviv, 1998
Awarded the Sussman Prize, Yad Vashem,
Jerusalem, but cancelled, subsequently the Sussman
Foundation awarded the prize directly to Tumarkin.
1955-1957 Worked as stage-designer for the
“Berliner Ensemble” with Bertholdt Brecht.

Outdoor sculptures : Repertoire of over
100 including : 1966 “Peace Memarial”, Hebron
Road, Jerusalem: 1971 “Homage to Jerusalem”,
Givat Shapira; 1973 “Challenge to the Sun”, Ramot
Alon, Jerusalem; 1986 “Chichen Itzma”, Kiriat
Menahem, Jerusalem; 1986 Pisgatl Zeev,
Jerusalem; 1992 “Jerusalem - Three Faiths™,
Mount Scopus, Jerusalem. 2000 sculptures - Abu
Nabut Garden, Jaffa.
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Hanan Milner (1949-)

Born in Vilna. Began to paint as a youth.

Studies : Art School in Vilna; post-graduate
studies including the Bezalel Academy, Jerusalem:; later
chosen by Ernst Fuchs to attend his famous school of
phantastic realism in Vienna.

In addition to his one-man showing in Israel.
Milner has exhibited in USA, South America and
Europe.
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Amos Yaskil (1935-)

Painter, born in Haifa. Son of painter, Avraham
Yaskil. No formal art education but influenced by
his father. His works depict the views of the north of
Israel, mountains, sea and trees. Held an exhibition
in Thailand in 1999 at Marsi Gallery, Suan Pakkad
Palace. Had several exhibitions in Israel and abroad.
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Marek Yanai (1946-)

Painter, born in Poland, immigrated to Israel in 1956.

Studies : 1966-1970 Bezalel, Jerusalem; with Yosef Hirsch and Prof.
Ernst Fuchs of Vienna.

Prize : 1977 “Ish Shalom Prize™

" Vlenn;gag 1971 Founded and dsrecledapuppeﬁatre 1972- 1grymﬁ|’t Mugeufﬁa,ifhkjﬁdﬁtml
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Mordechai Ardon (1896-1992)

Mordechai Ardon (Bronstein),
painter, born in Tochow, Poland. Emigrated
to Germany in 1919; immigrated to Israel
in 1933,

Studies : 1920-1925 Bauhaus
School, Weimar, Germany, with ltten, Klee,
Kandinsky, Feininger. 1926 studied with Max
Doemer.

Teaching : Seminar, Bet Hakerem,

Jerusalem. 1952-1963 Supervisor and
art advisor for Ministry of Education and
Culture, Jerusalem.

Prizes : 1954 UNESCO Prize:
1963 lIsrael Prize; 1988 Boris Schatz
Prize; 1992 Isracard Prize, Museum of
Art, Tel Aviv.

1965 Lived in Paris and Jerusalem.
1954, 1958, 1968 Participated in Venice
Biennale. 1974 Doctor of Honor, Hebrew
University, Jerusalem. Died in Jerusalem.
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Nachum Gutman (1898-1980)

Painter, born in Romania, immigrated to Israel in 1905. Served in Jewish Legion in World War .
Studies : Herzliya Gymnasium, Tel Aviv; 1813-1918 Bezalel, Jerusalem.

famous Tower of David Exhibition.

1926 Participated in

Gregori Kohelet (1954-)

Painter, born in Uzbekistan, immigrated to
Israel in 1990.

Studies : 1976-1981 Tashkent Art
Akademy.

Lives in Jerusalem.
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Prize : 1978 Israel Prize for Children’s Literature.
Wrote and illustrated books and well-known children’s bookRaM aIFXﬁ QHAVM useu m F Gpndatlﬂn

1976 Made a Worthy of Tel Aviv. Museum Nachum Guiman, Neveh Zedek, Tel Aviv.
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Yoseph

Shitrit (1929-

Painter, born in Jerusalem.
Studies : Bezalel, Jerusalem; 1954 Ay National Academy. Montevideo; Bezalel Academy, Jerusalem.

Retired as a career diplomat of Israel. Held exhibitions in various countries including Thailand in the year 2000

at Marsi

Tennaw

Gallery, Suan Pakkad Palace, ang in Nepal.
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Mordechai Levanon (1901-1968)

Mordechai Levanon (Weiss), painter, born
in Transylvania. Immigrated to Israel in 1921.

Studies : Bezalel, Jerusalem.

Prizes : 1938, 1948, 1960, 1961
Dizengoff Prize; Herman Struck Prize; 1957
Israel-Brazil Prize at Sac Paolo Biennale; 1948,
1968 Jerusalem Prize.

1929 Exhibited with “Massad Group™.
Participated three times in Venice Biennale, the last
in 1958.

Paintings at : Israel Museum, Jerusalem;
Museum of Modern Art, New York; Rome;
President’s residence, Jerusalem.

Lived in Jerusalem from 1939 before moving to Safed in 1964, died in Jerusalem.
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Eugenia Belkine

Born in Poland, immigrated to Israel as a child.

Studies : With Steinhardt, Ardon; advanced studies, Paris, New York.
Teaching : Unlil 1969 Teachers College, Beth Hakerem, Jerusalem.
Prizes : 1966 International Prize, Biennale of Painting and Sculpture, Vichy, France; 1991 Gold Medal,

Haifa Exhibition.

Worked several years in USA, returning to Haifa in 1982.
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Yehezkel Streichman (1906-1993)

Painter, born in Kovno, Lithuania. Immigrated to Israel
in 1924,

Studies : 1924-1926 Bezalel, Jerusalem; 1927
architecture in Paris; 1928-1931 Academy of Art, Florence,
Italy.

1931-1936 Returned to Kovno; 1936 returned to
Palestine. 1944 and 1954-1979 Avni Institute, Tel Aviv,
painting.

Teaching : 1936 Painting in elementary and high
schools; 1941 Kibbutz Ashdot Ya'akov, painting.

Prizes : 1941, 1944, 1954, 1969 Dizengoff Prize;
1956 Ramat Gan Prize; 1968 Moadon Milo Prize; 1974
Sandberg Prize for Israeli Art, Israel Museum, Jerusalem; 1986
Histradrut Prize; 1990 Israel Prize.

1948 Parlicipated in 24'" venice Biennale; 1954 281"
Venice Biennale; 1955 3’9 Sao Paulo Biennale; 1966 33™
Venice Biennale.

1941-1944 member of Kibbutz Ashdot Ya'akov.
1945-1948 Founded “The Studio™, Tel Aviv, with Stematsky.
1948 One of the founders of “New Horizons Group”. 1981
Made an Honorary citizen of Tel Aviv. 1992 Honorary
President, Associatlion of Artists and Sculptors. Died in Tel Aviv.

Ramig X Art’Museum Foundation

LLETIAR @ lAsANY

wignaa alasauu (uiasns fia
Wafl 2449 fiflaaladlu Usznadsuily
owowidagludasies (all 2467 M3
Anwildail 1) 2467-2469 Anwilurian
wiTwaw 1 2470 Anwdmanidasnisy
e T 2471-2474 fnwfianniudials
laavlaaliud 8and@ 1 2474-2479 dhanay
ag"ﬁtﬁaﬂﬂﬂu 1 2479 navlvvaslemi
1l 2487 uaz119il 2497-2522 fAnwins
‘J'lﬂmwagﬁﬂmﬁué'ﬂﬁ'luma 279 du
nasauiidaii 9 2479 sawrnaniwlw
wniGowssaulszouuasison 1l 2484 aau
ﬂmmwﬁﬁm‘m'ﬁ waTiaa tnafev 31998
dnaq fidail 1) 2484 1) 2487 1 2497 ua:
9 2512 ldedadidunad 1 2499 ¢
Tdayuia mu 12511 ldsetaluanaeu
Tula 11 2517 ldmeTausudiveinlu
aufatsiasueanininsAmsdaiea
wirnan 1 2529 laaiadaanasa U
2533 lametadaiea U 2491 i
uaaaranuluunils dauuia (Venice
Biennale) Al 24 1 2497 wWhiruam 1ile
fidunwa aieh 28 1 2498 ldneTanaw
Twawruthla dawwa 1 2409 i
wile Dduwna nsaf 33 191 2484-2487
Wniusn@nvasfuyad uosdan todan
7] 2488-2491 gy “1Aa: agdla” lu
wma 07 uny madaaii 1 2491 1w
i"mriaﬁfanaju “fhasitua” 1l 2524 a5y
Uszmabiiidluugsiivsfvavanna a1
{l 2535 wwnfindudnauasmunaudaiin
waziszduns alasdauilounnssuiietd
2536 luina a1iv



Rama IX Art Museum Founda

Marcel Janco (1895-1984)

Painter. born in Bucharest, Romania. Immigrated to Israel in 1941

Studies : 1915 Architecture, Switzerland.

Teaching : 1953 Kibbutz Seminary, Oranim.

Prizes : 1945-1946, 1951 Dizengolf Prize: 1958 Histradrut Prize: 1967 Israel Prize for A,

1982 Worthy of the City of Tel Aviv. 1915 Went to Switzerland and joined Hugo Bell, Jean Arp.
1916-1919 An originator of the “Dada™ movement and participated in all its activities. Painted the famous
masks in the style of African masks which were exhibited in the “Cabaret Voltaire”. Painted abstract reliefs.
combining expressionism and cubism. 1921 After a short time in Paris, returned to Bucharest, worked in
architecture and active in the artists’ groups. 1948 Was a founder of “New Horizons Group”. 1952 participated
in Venice Biennale; 1954 Sao Paulo. 1953 A founder of the Artists’ Village, Ein Hod.
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Yosef Zaritsky (1891-1985)

Painter, born in Ukraine. Immigrated to Israel in 1923.

Studies : 1914 Art Academy, Kiev.

1916-1919 Served in Russian Army.

Teaching : 1932-1933 Opened studio in the cellar of his home in Rehov Mapu, Tel Aviv.

Prizes : 1941, 1951, 1960 Dizengoff Prize; 1959 Israel Prize for Painting: 1967 Sandberg Prize,
Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

1924 Participated in famous Tower of David Exhibition. 1927 Visited Paris. Returned 1929. Was
flag-bearer of new Israeli painting. 1948 A founder of “New Horizons Group”, together with Moshe Castel,
Avigdor Stematsky. Yehezkel Streichman. 1954 Lived in Paris, Amsterdam and Brussels. 1963 Returned
to lIsrael lived in Tel Aviv and Kibbutz Tzova. Was Honorary President of the Association of Painters and
Sculptors.
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Shamuel Katz (1926-)

Shamuel (Alexander) Katz, painter and illustrator, born in Vienna. Moved to Hungary, then immigrated
to Israel in 1946. Deported to Cyprus, returned to Israel in 1947.

Studies : 1945 Archilecture; 1953-1954 Art Academy, Paris.

Prizes : 1959 Art Book Exhibition, Leipzig: 1962 Grant from French Government: 1965 Salon for
Humour, ltaly; 1966 Oscar for Humour, Brussels: 1970 Humour in Art, Expo, Montreal; 1974 Nordau Prize;
1985 Nahum Gutman Prize; 1988 Anderson Prize, Basle.

1984 Designed stamps. Worked as children’s book designer. Lives in Kibbutz Gaaton.
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Painter, born in Jerusalem to a prestigious family descended from 9 2527 wuldsanwuuarsanldswdons vinem
Jews expelled from Spain.

Studies : 1922-1925, Bezalel, Jerusalem; Paris where he
stayed until 1940. &

Prizes : 1946 Dizengoff Prize; 1958 Indﬁﬁrﬁqﬁoskx Art M useu m F Gu ndatlﬂn
1959 Prize at Brazil Biennale.

First paintings were landscapes and portraits of Jewish types in
Oriental style; in 1940s mystical paintings of the French School, in Safed:;
later abstracts, designed logos. souvenirs and murals, one of which was
for the Accadia Hotel. He used lettering as the inspiration for pictures, two
in the Knesset and in the President’s residence. 1948 A founder of the
“New Horizons Group™.
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Surojana Sethabutra
Born and lives in Bangkok since 1956. Graduated with M.F.A. in Ceramics from Kansas State

University, Kansas, U.S.A. in 1989. Surojana’s searching for meaning in the conventional ceramics art started
from free standing pieces, then moved on to an architectural dimension. Her installation work entitled “4 Elements”,
1996, the National Gallery, “Israel”, 1998, Chulalongkorn University, “Thai - Laos Forestry™, 2001, Tadu
which was granted by The Pollock-Krasner Foundation Inc., New York, and her commissioned “Soul Sculpture™
for the October 14 Monument, Bangkok saw her moving away from the mainstream ceramics tradition to convey

a meaning involve space and time.
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Suthanma Nimsakul
Joined “Children Exhibition for the 50th Anniversary of Israel

in 1998 at the age of 13 years.
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Rama |IX Art Museum Foundation

Neramit Saenkamplerngjai
Joined “Children Exhibition for the 50th Anniversary of Israel”

in 1998 at the age of 15 years.
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