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*If we can perceive our intention through the photograph, it proves that the artist doesn’t count”
The above statement of Picasso might not be totally correct because, at present, fine art is still
popular. However, mentioning the photog raph taken by the prominent avant-garde artist shall lessen the

debate: whether photography is an art? for some extents.
It has been more than a century that photograph are considered as a form of art under the

condition and changes in terms of history, society, economies and politics. The debate whether photo-
graph is an art has been minimized after the rise of the modern world. Many things are converged, while
the emphasis is put on substance and the key message more than other aspects. Since then, besides a tool
for copying the scene before the eyes, camera has been considered as a tool for recording the changes of
time on the films. It can make the blank paper become full of stories and thoughts.

If so, whenever the artists are recording the view in front of them, the photographs are freezing the
moment of time. When the situation ends, the photograph has become the past for us. If we consider the
key message of each photograph based on the time, it is possible that we might foresee the future moving

vaguely in that still image.

Perceiving the present happenings, looking back the records gf the past and keeping an eye on the
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thoughts of about these conceptual photographs that are intended to encourage imagination, memory
and awareness towards the meanings of these still photographs of the viewers after scanning the beauty
of each one of them.

The black and white photograph of the sculpture of a female standing on the old bridge with a child
in her arms in high relief of the guest artist, Surat Osathanugrah, convey the beauty of selection of points
of view and the stories out of an ordinary place tended to be ignored. It is brought back into the memory
of those who have ever been visited before. However, those who have just seen the scene for the first
time cannot escape from the spellbinding light, shadow and the stories whispering in the photograph that
will lead their memory to the imaginative land beyond this square frame. The photograph taken by the
artist have stopped the time and taken the past to interact with the present situation. It also can make the
simplest things become a special moment lingering in our thoughts in an unforgettable way.

On the other side, the German photographer, Ralf Tooten, has perceived and presented the move-
ment of period of time in the same society with a different angle. The artist created this series of photo-
graph by the inspiration of the song "Extreme Ways" by Maby. The picture of extremely different places
and people in the society has raised the quesngn about the beginning and the ending of what'’s happening
in each photograph. Actually, the darkness, brightness, happiness or misery does not remain in those mo-
ments of time. The artist’s photographs might make us be in despair of life and live our life in present with
consciousness.

The reflection of the incidents happened in the society full of diversity is presented once again in
the photographs taken by Arnon Hoontrakul. The images of icon, ritual and practice are the reflection of
something invisible but we can feel its existence. These 3 black and white photographs might be familiar in
our thoughts. However, the attempt at selecting the powerful composition and the objects with a mean-
ingful background make the photographs of an invisible thing become real.

The composition that moves the viewers is the result of the artist's expertise in perceiving substance
and beauty out of an ordinary thing. The artist has changed the role of the camera into the bodily func-
tion of seeing. The photograph of Dow Wasiksiri reflects the amazing characteristics of the freshness and
the challenge of the situation happened before the artist’s eyes that is captured and presented in a lovely
manner.

Likewise, the photagraphs of Nopadon Chotasiri present the simplicity along with the concept of
recycling the useless materials. The artist collected various materials with different forms, colors and us-
ages and presented through one photograph in order to convey the only one key message: the wisdom of
people who try to bring useless objects back to life again. The beauty of the objects that the artist has tried
to present is the fact that the artist invited other people or objects to present the message or the meaning
through each photegraph honestly while the artist has taken his role in selecting, recording and presenting
something that might be ignored.

The happiness of people and the finest decoration of the architectures in the photographs taken by
Nitikorn Kraivixien is the result of his impression of the way of life perceived along the journey to Bhutan,
the country that emphasizes on the "Gross Domestic Happiness” more than the GNP (Gross National
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Concept

The "Mahadthai Utid” bridge was constructed as a memorial to King Rama V.

On the bridge, there was a sculpture of 8 mother crying with a child in her arms.
This symbolized the grieving of the population at the loss of their beloved King.
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tory, Digital art, 125 x 84 cm, 2009, Edition of 5 Narcissus, Digital art, 120 x 91 cm, 2009, Edition of

nun assdne / Kanok Suriyasat
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Concept

An impression of the nude model is communicated through the surreal symbols that are comparable to the representation
of beauty combined with the tough structure, the overlaid surfaces, and the diffuse of different and conflicting ambiances.
These characteristics are used to create the balance within each photograph. Thanks to the unlimited capacities of the digital
process, these photographs render the drawing-liked images without any structure while leaving the phenomenon in our
subconscious mind endlessly.
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Untitled, Black & White photography, 98.5 X 75 ¢m, 2001



