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CHAO-FA RD., BANGKOK, THAILAND.

3 - 30 SEPTEMBER 1999 02.00 AM, - 04.00 PM
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY CLOSE ON MONDAY AND TUESDAY

AT CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY ART MUSEUM

5 - 30 NOVEMBER 1999 09.00 AM. - 05.00 P.M.
TUESDAY - SATURDAY CLOSE ON SUNDAY AND MONDAY

AT ART AND CULTURE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM, KHONKAEN UNIVERSITY

4 - 30 DECEMBER 1999 08.30 AM. - 04.30 P
MONDAY - FRIDAY CLOSE ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
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1949 - 1999 5 Decades of the National Exhibifion of Art
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Introduction

The Mational Exhibition of Art was concelved by Professor Silpo In the eady daoys. there were only medal awards with no
Bhirasti who is considered to be the father of modem art in Thailand. | monetary prizes. The Ist prize wos o gold medal awerd; the 2nd
The first exhibition was held in 1949, and subsequent exhibitions have | prize - siver: 2id prize - bronze. Arfists who hove ccquired 3 gold
been held regularly eversince. medol or 2 gokd and 2 siver in @ single section. ore awarded the

fitie Artist of Distinction. Up until foday, there have been olfogether

The undertokings of the st fo the 14th exhibifions were undel | o e seoo awords Todoy. oparl from govemment subsidy. fhe
the joint responsibilities of the state Department of Fine Arts ard evanl & also sponsored by Esso (Thailand) PCL to assist with the
Siipakam University (as the University wos then the ingtration | 5
of the Department which was almrmﬂm mﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬂn
and the Director of ihe Deparfment was therefore the President of in the 13th exhibifion in 1962, His Mojesty the King personaly
the University by outhority). presided over the opening ceremony for the fist fime. ond for fhe

14th exhibition, gave royal consent fo have some of His Majesty's warks

In the 15th exhibition. affer Sipokom University hos detoched in painfing go on exhibit and poricipate In the event. Eversince, the
itself from the Deparment of Fine Arfs, the responsibility was handed National Exhibition of Al hos oways been groced by the presence
over to the University while the Department ossisted in organizing thte | o His Majesty's works of art. and from fhe 22nd exhibition onwards,
evant in terms of manpower and venue, o Privy Counselior hos without foll been oppointed as His Majesty's

representative o preside over the officiol cpening ceremony.
Subsequently. it has become the duty of Sipakem University fo

handle the venue after it opened its own art gallery using the former Professor Sipa Bhirost wrote in “What is A?” that., "Only art
Wang Tha Phra polace building: and trom the 26th exhibition onwares, = ¢an unite us os brothers and ssters. Only art hos no boundories not
the event has olways been held al the University's art galley, = race No fighting for selfish interests. Art s on important medium fo
However in 1997 - 1999, the gallery hos been closed for restoration, — fase our spiifs to o higher dimension and give us hope fowards our
and therefore The National At Gallery has been chosen gs the venie  deal future.”. and. “The o warks on exhibdt moy not all ba the
for the 43rd 44th and 45th exhibilions with the cooperation of fre  best or be occording fo our tastes. bul out of a hundred pieces of
Department of Fine Ars The curent exhibition will in oddition. travsl | work, you might come ocross one thal arouses your emotions and
to @ venue al Chiong Mai University in November, and Khon Khaen | lead you fo ihink and do only vituous things Thotl, s ochieving the
University in December 1998 ultimate infention of the National Exhibition of Art”
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5 Decades of The National Exhibition of Art

Presenting works of art o the publc dwing the time when Professor Sipo
Bhirasn fought his ot lessons of the Ard School began with ciganizing fhe students’
art exhidition o the Constitufion Foir. The projec! wos lounched in 1936, whan the
goveinmen! headed by Field Morshal Ploulongeem had the policy of promofing
nationgl culhe ond encouroging the public’s nohionalishic cwarenass.

Upon Professor Sipe Bhirosti's suggestion, the Fine Ads Department initated
tha Notionol Exhbiion of Ad in 1949 The pupose wos lo pomete national
devefopmen! ond progress oot ond fo encowioge pubic cppreciotion and
understanding of modem ort Since its inceplion prominent orfsls of vorous
branches hove parlicipated In fhe Noticnol Exhidition of A, The initative con be
regarded of @ crucial ploneering project that hos contied to the present time

The crgonization of the 17 - 47 National Exhiition of At wos o jaint Fine
Arts Depariment-Sipokom University colloboration, Ths was because the Undversity
wos sl under the Doporment's juisdiction. Beginning with the 157 National
Exhibition of Ar, when the Univesity wos ronslened from the Fine Ars Daportment
fo the PFime Mnister's Office (and finally to the Minstry of University Aticis), the
profect has been the sole responsibiity of Slpakom University.

Variows ypes of categonies were infroduced 1o accounl for the wide range
of works submitted for the Nalional Exhibifion of A, Duing the 17147 events many
fypes could be idenffied os panting. sculplure. opplled ors. chidrens on,

arls, dvertizing an. . omoment
ofs. and diowing.  The calegories were oo m

provide oflists working in those voriols areos with impetus fo continue ther crealive
work Al thot time Sipokom Uriversty's of subjects were oigonized into such
speciolizotions, Prefessor Sipe Bhiosi ond those kwolved In the organization of the
Naflonod Exhibition of Art thus ndopted such calegorization for the event 1o inspire
those engoged In fhe Uni 10 pens! with them in 1984, of
the 157 Nofional Exhibiion of At more smpliied colegories were odapted, which
idenffied freee mojor sections painting, sculplure ond graphic ors. Later, ot he
77" Nollona! Exniition of Ant. onother type of arfisfic shyle, thot of mixed media.
wos odded io befter diffeentiale wotks of off submitted for compefition ond
paificipation in the event

ty's sp

For the 30" Watonal Eshioion of At I wos decided 1o ever! back o
the three cotegones of poniing sculptwe and grophic ot However. from tha
377 National Exhibition of At i 1991, it wos chonged bock agoin 10 fowr sections
ncluding mied meda, and this hos confinued to he prasent

Duting the eary year winners of the compaiiion were oworded honotary
medals in the loler events the winnens were givan medals o5 well 0s rize money
Thers ofe fvee levels of owaids st prze gold medol awald. second prize siver
medal oword ond frwd pree ionze medol aword AMsls wno hove won thee
gold medals o two golds and two sivets in The same categoly of Creative work
are conferred e file  Adal of DEinchon Al these recogricns have been meont
fo provide ncentives and upgrade the standord of amshc work ang ther prestige
in Thoe society

Mus

The Naotional Exhibition of Art has cenlinued to the présent doy. ond artists
who ore goduoctes ond teachers of the various ont institutes, togemher with freelonce
artisls who pursue their own arfistic coreers, have token part in the event Selection
of winnes ¢l the competition is undertoken by o jury whosa members nomaliy
include orists. art specialists and other qualifisd persons.

In 1982, His Majesty the King grociously presided over the opening
ceremony of the 137 National Exhibition of Ar. ond ever since hos consented to
ncluge some of his ewn painfings in the Exhibition.

Duing fhe fist decode of King Bhumibol's reign. modemn ort in Thaiand
grew consderably. Not only was it o novetly for Thai society, but it meant that
arl progress in Thaland s comparable fo that of the intemational cantemporary
an scene. Furthermore the orfist's continued precccuption with frodionglism and
cullurgl concerms has given o new creolive idenfity inking the past with tha present

ths yeor, 1999. I8 o special fime for Thai people ond arfsts fo jointly
celebiole the 727 Bithdoy of His Mojesty the King Thai orfists deeply oppraciate
his profound ideas about fhe cregfion of frue arf, which are given in many of
his speaches, for example. “In order to create any kind of ort. apart from having
a precise skil and wsing opproprate lechniques. the arlists need o be flue fo the
work ond to sncerely ond honestly creote o work Thal work wil then be one
thot & admired ond respected. Sincenty i vital for the orlist ond is on essenhol
Eﬁ Wm in his work When soch artist
creates of from his snceity A whole ort wil appeor as o
beaulifl vsual macrocosm of the pure Thal stote of mind for the waoild to see”
niscmmpthmservedasugddefot?mlurrmsanaisewoenrmlhemum
aite exibired in the 1949-1999 Mational Art Exhibition. The creative wotks. os 0 whale
indicole o cleor Imoge of the ongin and devalopmen! of contemporary Thar art
and orists which styles have been changing along with the sociol. econormec and
ooliicel cises. However. the value and quolity of these different styles displays the
strength ¢ the Thal or circle and the preservelence. enduronce, endurance and
eourage of Thal arisls. Essentially this has formed o sgnificant ond unique art form
ana shyle in conternporary Thal ot which hos been recognized intemnationally as
a pat of Tholond's notional off and cullure

in fthe auspicious year of the King's 727 Brihday of Thas are grateful for
his Majesty's greal confributions. his goodness ana perfection and especially his
odrifing talent of fhe creotive orts His Majesty has done many pantings and
sculpheres and hos given royol permission fo exhibd he art Also he has gven good
and creatve opinions ond ideas about art and art culture especiolly 1o Thoy arisls
ond ofdlic cirches

o celebrate hs Mojesty the King's ouspicious year all Than arsts would
ke to folow in his Maesty s footsteps obout the traditon of what s rue ot and
o tue afist. and o jonlly credle good works ol arf as @ homoge o him Ttus
& 10 show Cul grafeluines 1o ouf baloved King and to show the pertaction of
ou dwine king of the Chakn Dynasty to the wara






