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| remember the opening day of g23 Gallery at the Art Center of Thalland
University on the occasion of the 24" Princess Maha Chakri bnmcv 1orn’s
This contemporary gallery under the university administration o
Professor Emeritus Aree Scothipunt and Professor Dr. Wiroon 1 ¥
are role models of Abstract Art in Thailand.

This year, It is an honor of g23 Gallery to have Somyot Hananuntasuk, a Thai artist who was
granted German scholarship. He has lived and based in Germany for 40 years. ot’
artwork is also in Abstract Art but it is from different school. | could suddenly
is interesting and beautiful as well as it engages the characteristic of the artist. .'—\s aresult, it is
one of g23 Gallery mission to propose the difference and variety in art even it is in the same style.

This exhibition, g23 Gallery and artist accumulated and selected the artworks that were created
within 10 years since the year 1998. The exhibition will show the development and the change
in creative process of the artist. Consequently, it is essential for the audience to learn an
exchange aesthetics experience.

| have to say thank you to Mr. Somyot Hananuntasuk for having a show at our space. It proves
that Srinakharinwirot University values the importance of both arts and sciences on the basis
of formulating this university to be a lifelong learning center.
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Every work of art is a child of its time, often it is the mother of our emotions. Thus, every period
of culture produces its own art, which can never be repeated ...

(Wassily Kandinsky, 1911) Rama IX Art Museum Foundation

The primary concern of ‘Spiritual in Art’ emphasizes the relation of art with its surrounding and
creator. Such relation reflects the normal conversation about phenomenon, thought or principle
which the people of that period and contemporary period have to face. In the past century, it

is evident that thought or principle can be disiniegrated. Some principles still have influences
until the present time because their dynamic movement in adjusting themselves according to the
social and culture change.

Accordingly, materialism is a jigsaw to prove the revolutionary change. It affects people’s spiritual
in each period of time and in different conditions. The relation between the inner feeling and
the whole spiritual and moral atmosphere is still there but the form of this relation is changed.
On one side, the whole nightmare of materialistic attitude remains intense but on the other side
materialism is quickly, irresistible and undeniable diffused.

Such phenomenon partly occurs because there are too much information to perceive, the radical
change of individuality and the drive of social network. Then, the issue of materialism is an
indicator that clearly reflects the confrontation of people from different period.

Consequently, that is the important point. To me, it is difficult to criticize Somyot’s work in terms
of ‘Abstract Art’ especially on the physical appearance of his work. | feel more comfortable to
simply express how | think or feel when | am in front of his work.



It should start with the recognition that Somyot’s paintings show personal aesthetic essence
processed through the cautious consumption of materialism. Form and surface appeared in
his works are created according to the consumption of information in particular time. Surely,
he consumes with contemplation and this process will remain only the essence of substance.
At the same time, the process rejects unnecessary substance. Therefore, the remaining inner
necessity is an important part in Somyot’s work. Even Somyot believes in ‘feeling’ but the
feeling is screened with reason. The remaining and existing essence is shown on canvas with
artistic form.

Somyot Hananuntasuk is quite similar to me or other people, who have to write, create, search
or discover something from the inner essence of thing. The inner essence is changed according
to thought, emotion and mood that we react with too much incoming information with pleasure
or displeasure. It seems we all welcome them but we individually select what we can call the
inner essence to us. Undeniably, it can be more or less misrepresented and distorted.

The distortion of the inner essence appears on Somyot's painting through multi-layered technique.
The color that he chooses to paint on the previous layer compare to the written information
or typo that editor has to complete the book by the deadline of publisher or compare to the
researcher who has to submit the report back to the grant. Each layer that Somyot paints comes
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We all know that Abstract Art is non figurative, non objective and nonrepresentational. Abstraction
distinguishes itself from reality and its condition. It depicts imagery in art.

| cannot see or feel the departure from reality when | am in front of Somyot’s painting. On the
other hand, | can see Somyot walk to reality with intention. However, the reality today has
changed radically. It is screened, multilayered and added up colorfully. Visual elements in
Somyot's work show illusion of abstraction. As a result, those visual elements present the reality
of representation to our eyes.






