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BACKGROUND

Tsunami catastrophe one of the most tragic losses in the history
of humanity, accounting for 178,953 lives perished in the course of action,
apart from other 49,616 persons declared missing, all of which are assumed
dead. As for Thailand, this catastrophe has wreaked havoc in six Southern
provinces along the Andaman Coast, namely Phuket, Phang-nga, Ranong,
Krabi, Trang and Satun, where 5,395 persons were reported to have lost their
lives and 2,817 still missing. Definitely, the incident, apart from irreversible
damage to public and private properties, precious natural resources and invaluable
human lives, has left a terrifying mark on the mind of survivors, who have

since been living with a tormented heart and facing only grieve and despair
as the days pass by.

Office of Contemporary Art and Culture, Ministry of Culture,
Thailand has been well aware of the magnitude of the destruction and
the importance of rehabilitation. Realizing that contemporary art
can be used as one alternative to heal the victims, by virtue of mental .
rehabilitation, the project "Cultural Project to Promote aR i a I X Art M u S e u m F O u n d atl O n
Tourism along the Andaman Coast" was created to brind a H m
the dynamism in many fields of contemporary art to help revitalize the
economy, raise the morale of the community, and soothe the victims' state

of mind, in line with the revival of local profession, way of life, as well as,

the promotion of the tourism in the region. The project is scheduled for
August - September 2005.

"Flowers of Andaman" painting exhibition is another interesting
project aimed to inspire beauty and brilliance of life to the audience,
making it perceivable to the affected inhabitants, such that they can continue
their living with high morale. By means of artistic expression, six Southern
artists are trying to convey good sentiment and resilience to the victims.
In short, the tsunami disaster has undoubtedly left irreversible scars
to the region, especially the loss of the loved ones. True, it is extremely
difficult to forget this tragic incident, however, as life goes on, we, Thai
people as a whole, are more than ready to give full support to the victims,
in aspiration that their ways of life shall be restored, revived. refined,
and to lay a strong foundation for a healthy mind in near future.
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Krit Surachalernjai

78/11 Moo 6, Ka too. Phuket 83120
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Rama IX Art Museum

"Oriental Fantasia"
120 x 150 cm
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Kittipong Panmaung

Qody Art Studio 24/9 Moo 8, Sakdidej Rd.,
Vichit, Maung, Phuket 83000
Tel. 04-060-2609
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Kraiwut Sanguansin

59, Ratsada Rd., Taladyai,
Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel. 09-731-0211
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Jay-da Rodnit

Rinda Magical Art Studio 27 Yaowarat Rd.,
Maung, Phuket 83000
Tel. 06-691-8221 !
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