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The art exhibition "So zu sehen® (AogafiRuLLIKES)

by Somboon Hormtientong

Rama X Art Muéeum Foundation

- "Orawing” at Tadu Contemporary Art,
Barcelona Motor Bldg., Tiemruammit Rd. Bangkok
October 10 - November 17 ,2007

- "Painting” at The Silom Galleria Art Space,
Silom Galleria Bldg., Silom Rd. Bangkok
October 18 - November 17 ,2007
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"A Delightful conversation” [B4

a conversation beiween Jim Apisak Sonjod, TADU Contemporary Art Director =
and Mam Punnapa Porimethachai, Managing Director of Artery Art managemerif =

at Mae Kong River, Chiang Khan district.

Translated by Petfchpisut Assarasakorn

Jim : Can you please fell us about the exhibition "SO ZU SEHEN" which will be 8 memory to re-
member for TADU and ARTERY?

Somboon : This exhibition is a reflection of me in many ways. For example, the work that will be
showing at TADU is the work from when | was in German, while in Silom (Artery) the work will be
from when | get back fo Thailand. | wani to express myself more to the audience. Therefore, this

exhibition will include details of my life. To illustrate, I've always put my works on fhe brochure,

It's a big problem, even for these days. These are fhe things that make me feel lonely, though it's

getting less since | have found another way out replacing it with something else.

Jim : You mean that in Europe, their state of mind is very progressive?

Somboon : Yes, very strong. They have a very high level of education. And the people in their
country are very cooperafive. | once asked my German friend about the World War period, he told
me that his country was barely livable. But after the war is over, the government has a budget for
recaovering the old, as well as developing the new. No matter how hard it would be, they're willing
to. Therefore, what they have lost during the war has returned to them. Their national cooperation,
their acknowledgement of duty and their responsibility is what makes them where they stand. And
when | moved back fo Thailand, | was very frusirated about the carelessness of Thai people. And

that is what makes me feel isolated.

Jim : Suppose there're a lot of infelligent people, will they be as generous as we are?
Somboon : In fact, every country and every people are generous. But their generosity will be by
law. They even do a better job than we are. As for Thailand, it was a total confradiction. To explain,
we are very generous and giving on one hand, and a purely brutality on the other. These things will

also vary on geographical differences. When it was a cultivating season, they have fo cultivate and

But for “So 2u Sehen” it will contains pictures of my house ins1eadl%amaerfx qﬂ,ljtft M".ﬂ Se umwﬁ@@ﬂfﬂat |r|‘§§|"’pf the year. That's why they are well disciplined. While in Thailand, we

paintings, it's acfually a life of an artist. | want the audience fo understand my works as well as
its artist.

“So 2u Sehen” is a perfect excuse fo farewell to fhe way fhings were. | have to admit
that, before this | don't have The courage to fake the risk of settling in one place. So it's been 10
years that | have been up and down German - Thailand. Because | don't really know the country
very well, and | sfill can't adjust myself fo it. Going up and down can reduce the stress since |
will always have my home. But when | decided fo go back to Thailand, | feel the alienation of myself
in this place. | was on my way back fo Chiang Karn, Loei province. It was too many cars, too many
people. And | don't know anything about this place at all. Even though we speak the same language,

but in our head it is another story. It's only me and my work, no family, nobody. It was isolation.

Jim : Where did you mean when speaking of “home™?
Somboon : For me, "Home", doesn't mean a place or a constfruction like a house. But it's a place
inside the mind thaf which place can give me safety, and whether that place have the same mental
system like the place | use to be. It's not just saying hello and good bye, but it's about mentality.
I'm not falking about civilization, but I'm aiming for spiritual and cultural progression. The question
is, will the place that I'm going, have them? And whether ifs quality acceptable? I'm not looking

down on our country or anything, but to be honest, education in our couniry is way far inferior

have everything, anytime of the year, resulting in our carelessness and ill-disciplined. If we can fix

this thing, | think our country can go further on. Meaning. | have not yet give up on Thailand.

Jim : What was it like being an artist in Germany?

Somboom : An advanfage of being an artist in Germany is that Germany is a big field of competition,
while the other competitors are very compefitive. We will know if we are strong or not. If you get
to know fhe German, you'll realize that all human being, no matter what nationality, are all emo-
tional. But it varies due to the social and geographical differences resulting in their stony reaction.
Therefore, their generosity depends on the law and on social rules. And as this system continues,
| became bored of it as | want to control my own life. | only have one life, | should be able fo do

things | want. So, later on, | decided to abandon that ship, the ship thai wasn't really mine.

Jim : How long does it take for a decision like this? And what motivates you io it?
Somboon : It took me 3-4 years fo do it. It was when | get back to Thailand and have a chance fo
work with Thai people. There're new kind of inferacfion and cooperation between me and them. It
help me realize that the ability that | have might do more to our country. Besides it wouldn't make

any difference if | leave Germany. But for Thailand, there're more people that can learn a lot from



what | have. And in exchange with that, | also achieve a whole new aspect of life.

Jim : This decision is like when your German friend once said to you; "You're the man, jumping off
the building like that” isn't it?

Somboon : | don't dare jumping off the building. | don't know what if's like down there. Bui | told
myself one day, now or never. IT's true, you see? When | was 48, it was still a lot of energy. But

now I'm 58, almosi too late; energy is getiing low. So, | have 1 do it now, while | sfill can.

Jim : What was the last exhibition before you moved to Germany?

Somboon : | never had a solo exhibition back then. |t was exhibitions with ofher artists. | was still
a young man. In fact, It was a pretfy good leap for me in Thailand back then, especially when the
economic is falling a part like that. For example, the piece called “The unheard voice™ gained a lot
of public interests and compliments. Before | started it, | was very stress and beginning fo breax
out. But afier finished it, the situation furned upside down. It seems so impossible, as if it was a
miracle. So, this piece is a piece fhat reminds me of home. If was in fact the piece that takes me
home. When making if. | didn't care much about making money: | just do what | believed in | put all
my money and my energy info it, and after it finished, | was very proud.

A good artist needs to find their own signature. You have to find who you are, our own

Although, we are all grown up, but in a way we have to remains innocent. Meaning, we have to be

honest with our self, our inner self. We all have it, but we might have to dig in for it.

Jim-Mam : Lastly, can you tell us what the audience would get from visiting "SO 2U SEHEN™? Do
you have anything to say in particularly?

Somboon : The work at TADU and Artery (Silom) will be pretty much like a comparison. As | said,
at TADU, the work will be from when | was a young serious artist in Germany. While in Arfery, all
the work will be from when | moved back to my homeland; the Mae Kong river, Chiang Karn district
which will have the mellow background of my older life. It would be very inferesting for the audi-
ence fo see both sides of me.

But if you want me to be honest. No, | don't think they will get anything from it. Because
| can't be the one who decide. It's up to every individual whether they have an ability fo see things.
One might not see anything, while the ofher sees everything. For the one who sees it, they have
that ability fo absorb whatever things that came in their path. | couldn't help them more, because
| already done something for them. It was in front of their eyes. Will you be able fo see it? That

is that question!

Jim : "SO 2U SEHEN", can be translated into English, "As you can see’, is the fitle of an exhibition

nature. It s the mosf important thing in arf. If you wish to take thifbgPREVol XevfTTrdleISepl rFrdeomtgmrelmdiprfrerewelt to nis past, which was just like one of his colleague once

find yourself, do not wish to seek anyihing else. It won't matfer. Mine is very serious

Mam : You said your work is serious, but as an audience like myself | think it's relaxed.

Somboon : Of course it does, because now it can. But while I'm working on if, giving birth to it, if
was more than siressful. It was like fhere's another painting behind it. | have fo struggle with it
until it was fulfilled. After it's fulfilled. it was a success. Then the audiences will be able fo feel

the relaxation from it. As if the paintings are alive, and | was walking affer if.

Mam : | think it was peaceful and calm

Somboon : Yes, It should be. A good piece of art should be peaceful. It should really finished, no
more struggling, no more confusions. You should be honest with your work, with yourself. These
will shows in the emation behind every painting. | really care much about this. It was like a puzzle
that needs to be solved. And we have to work on if, until you got your answers, unfil it reached
its final form.

Jim : Have you ever teach your kids on drawing?

Somboon : Never, I'll let them on their own, but 'l watch from a far. | want to observe the pure-

ness of the young. A good artist should remain pure, and a children's work will be more than pure.

said, "Hey, you just jumped out of the building again!”
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