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are many more Jacks, queens, and kings in my view hisa oo oley at
f th lovable borrbi o untrustworthy personalities, etc, in various acts of play

theatre” where
born to play the appropriate role in the *

ng up a “Grand drama

i for pople (o be

wature” i both seript ot atags vt ot wonl i
of life”

For the past 20 years, my art works creations have been quite intermitient due to the overly long
commitment to serve as administrator for 12 years, However, in the process. | have got some experience and
inspiration which partly helped in my production of this series of art pieces. Having met many kinds of people
and having witnessed a variety of culture and life styles from traveling to various castern and wester countries.
1 have been so fascinated by these experiences that | started producing more than 80 pieces of
by dry point technique using drawing basis and color printing method.

ice why not devoted d

¢ been a
nating and
ations. | will continue to produce art works by printmaking

Many people gave me ctly 1o paintings. | tell myself | have
kil aist of iaglia for more than 30 years and 1 wish (o ey inat prsing at f sl o
unique enough to inspire my contemporary ar
technique

My exhibition is the theme of Jacks, Queens. and Kings is an attempt 1o reflect my attitude towards
I fashion a reflection of a mixture of things unlikely.

people, culture, socicties. and politics in the satiri
unthinkable, undeserved. and unbelievable to co-exist

Pongdej Ch
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September 2007
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Cards and Life

4 in the domain of art particularly woodeuts printing came ¢ light in the mid-and late 15"
e, Aty lme thy e o desiged 0 e Kin.

century in Europe, specifically nnnm and F

Queen, and Jack nor the suits of s
simple skeiches in two dimension:
faces. Lateron,ars in cards and clids

However, cards in the printing arts of Pongdej Chaiyakut are unique, unlike the works of other
artists. Pongde invented the symbols, forms, and meanings for the cards upon s own thought and fesling
rd s considered a kind of games but Pongdef's card scem 1o signify the games in which

rent facets and parts of life in fimes of

Actually. playin
people from watever sciety have 0 ply and share the roles in dif
suffering, happine: discontent, losing, winning, love, and sex. Pongdej's cards tell sories in
a sarcastic theme sect m“,mmhm hidden with the touch of present day’s life and social reality
whether it is all vices on allurements which lead to ruin, cultural change, politics, fraud, corruption. various
social issues, or the Thai social values. This is because Pongdej is an artist who posses great knowledge and
interest in renowned artists and art works in former times. The impression he has got from those inspirators
whether persons or objects, whether Western or Thai origins is the prime influcnces for Pongdej to create
printing arts making use of styles and faces of world-famous and popularity known arists to convey his flow
of ideas and sense o humour conceming he contemporary phenomeni, huvan behavio.nd varios mittrs
ind the adoption of western features to
people for his crativit
¢j presents the portrayals of the elements of famous artists, their familics. and
tral to this exhibition is the playing cards series in which he purposively

blend with the Thai e

Inthis exhibition, Pong
their world-renowned art picces. C
replaces the faces of King. Queen, and Jack with those of such prominent western and Thai artists as Picasso,
Dali, Frida, Vangogh, Matisse, Profssor Silpa Bhirasri, and Monthien Boonma. Each persor eiit
personality from the others, and the details in each work piece that any viewer should not miss for they tell
many things the audience must deciph inings and substance Pongdej wished to present
series is the presentation of various artists holding a book with title or classification

e has diff

or fancy for the m

Another equally interestin

suggestive of conflicting or ironic natures such as Ganthi reading a baok on how 1o become a millionaire

Profess Silpa Bhirasri the father of modern Thai art reading a book on post-modern. Picasso holding a Thai
in 20 days.

caokbook. and Monalisa and the hook on how o loose we

Apant o the portyas of ar personlies Pongde alo borrows the rigial wors of many

|mﬂ|Lumu\l mmmm mm lhe r|‘m'\¥ In “the last supper” of Leonado Da vinci.

ragnde s AR T
iy “‘“;m o roufian ph.. i pars of diffrnt kinds
formy X temgpr clud ,U" |\ in the dishes. Another funny and

8 uH)r entaffon is i " of Grant Wood,

.: nm ich American gothi
an American artist. Here, phe modification is w \I\; s o e s all - purpose male cloth
around his waist. the woman to have Tahitian look, like in Gaug ork, which resembles typical Isan lady
\ho refrs to marry westemer, and bothof e o carey sueh an (vori foods 1 buiefl tzar, foden,
and white popinac.

Various prescntations that seem like drawing with pencil or magic-color pen are actually a printing
art using dry point technique on Plexi glass. Pongdej used sharp-ended steel in hard-edge printing technique

ich on Plexi glass. instead of drawing on paper. 1o create figures and texture of various objects. The
seratched lines are fresh and so determincd without iy enerient T paes needed o be used for color
printing. Mostof the works in this exhibition have the background in white with variegated tones hidden behind
the lings, rendering the light and heavy movement g ersand shre hich e e 0 i idly the
energy and fecling in Pongdej's expression.

Printed arts of Pongdej introd
boundary between the past and the present

new dimension of meanings in the game cards by melting the time
and blending the old and the new per xpression
in a harmonious and smooth way. Although Pongdej’s presentations in satirical theme seem not so critical
o serious, instead rather funny and pl oted in the Tha
Pongdej’s half-serious half-frivolous.
but, by consideri

social and cultural reality
come out from the reason not only for humour
o hrough

n the past and the present efl

Somporn Rodboon
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eptember 2007
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