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Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation
Ramon Magsaysay Center
Roxas Boulevard, Manila

PRESS RELEASE . ' August 2, 1983

Fua Hariphitak, veteran guardian of Thailand’s classical artistic raditions, has
been Elected|to receive the 1983 Ramon Magsaysay Award for Public Service.

Prof. Fua is recognized for preserving and teaching a younger generaiion art forms
that distinguish Thailand’s unique graphic and architectural heritag>.
#=Um Foundatiebdernization and urbanization tend to blanket the past wit1 asphalt and concrete.
Often the artistic creativeness of Asia’s ancient civilizations is submerged by glass-faced
high rise offices and homes copied from Western magazines. Painting has suffered as the
mass culture of affluent societies becomeg dominant. Every year downtown Singapore,
Jakarta or Makati become more alike. Peoples incline to lose th: ir distinctive artistic ex-
pression and the world_ l?SCS cultural uniqueness in an era of accelcrating conformity.

Thailand’s artistic heritage has roots that reach far back into the prehistory of this
region of Asia. The kingdom of Nan Chao, That once ruled now Southwestern China and
was ravaged by Mong‘ol p g2 53] Provided the human stock to establish a new ci-
vilization at Sukhothai. War again devastated the great cultural complex and Thais shifted
their kingdom's capital down the Chao Phraya River to Ayutthaya, From whence in 1792
it was transferred to nearb)f Bangkok. Over these centuries Sinicized art and architecture
were reshaped by powerful indian and Khmer introductions and inspired by Buddhism, to
giveThailand its historic identity.

prof. Fua has m?de a life-long profession of seeking the origins of his national
artistic tradition, Preserving it and throygp, painting, restoration, writing and teaching,
enlivening it with a fut.ure- Born near the banks of th,e muddy Chao Phraya in the then
lush orchard Community of Thon Burij in 1910, he early became obsessed with capturing
the essence of beauly In nature. Admitteq o th:‘: first class of the School of Fine Arts of
the Royal fine Arts Department, he wag soon experimenting with numerous techniques of
painting. Already he had mastered the drawing that is the grammar of all plastic art.
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Seeking insights to the inspiration for Thai art, Prof. Fua in 1940 accepted a
scholarship to study at Visva-Bharati University at Santiniketan in Bengal India, founded
by famed educator and poet Rabindranath Tagore. Interned by the British during World
War II because of Thailand’s alliance with Japan, he pursued studies of philosophy, Yoga
despite suffering from malaria and anemia. Back in Thailand in 1946 his
art prompted him to paint copies of old murals at Ayut- SEVEE

heir dilapidated state he found his life’s | | . LAUAAS
me. Tropical humidity had severely

and sculpture,
awakened appreciation of classical
thaya, Sukhothai and Phetchaburi. Discovering t
mission in preserving this treasure for generations to co |
weathered the tempura used in painting many murals. A professor of painting at Silpa-
korn University after 1947, his students joined his search for enduring chemical paints
which could be used by the Fine Arts Department for restoration. Graduate study in Italy l |
I
I

in the late 1950S afforded additional expertise enhanced by observations in European gal-

leries.
of. Fua under- ' ' {"®

attanakosin Bicentennial celebration in Bangkok Pr

For the 1982 R

took his crowning labor--restoration of the Buddhist monastery library, Ho Phra Trai - B _ —-— N
Pidok, in Thon Buri. Named supervisor of this work in 1968, he recruited and directed ‘ Y ad L A N A,
craftsmen and painters from throughout the kingkdom. Panels and doors were carefully - - - -
carved true to the originals of two centuries ago.Some murals were restored by him others . : 1 -
were redone and the entire library was renovated to become orte of the architectural treasures ! weas
of Southeast Asia. |
Setting aside the prospect of a distinguished and lucrative career as aﬂ&b‘ﬂ.ﬂim Art Muse F
painter, Prof. Fua chose to devote his talents to rf':s_toring artistic vaI.ue§ from t.he past and ’ ' : Pl A £
teaching students to share this concern, while writing to provoke Thais to think and ask A R f % U Yo Y v ¥ "
- ‘. s iy A 1 1
questions about their civilization. Professionally and personally he has shunfled popularity 3 348 1y w : fh}
for performance.Beneﬁciaries are his fellow Thais whom he has helped realize that within L\ : } .} Y
their some 23,000 wats OF temples are found many of their greatest national treasures. ; : = 1= —y j!ﬁﬂi'ﬂv' 2830 h
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University of Fine Arts.
Fine Arts Department,
Bangkok, Thailand.

20th May 1954,

TO, WHOM IT MAY COMCERN

I here by certify that Nai Fua Hariphitak is my best p?.inter-pu 5&‘;‘;’“" with
a rare gift for art and an artist who has devoted himself exelusively t >

study of our traditional artistic patrimony. :

After years of studies in Bangkok, Nalh
India to develop his knowledge in art and after At ‘
of Santiniketan he returned to Siam in the year 1947. In the same year he JOITTCd the Uni-
versity of Fine Arts (attached to the Fine Arts Depal‘tmf-‘nl) as instructor of history of a1:t
and Painting. Besides his teaching activity, Nai Fua carried on research work of old tradi-

tional Thai art. :
In the National Exhibition of Art held on Febuary/March 1949 at the Fine Arts

Department, Nai Fua Hariphitak Exhibited five Paintings, jone, of which was rewarded

with a gold medal (first prize) SRR 1 : :
Both for artistic qualities and for enthusiasm and faith in hislart, Nai Fua Hari-
the best Siamese artists of our time.

Fua Hariphitak went in the year 1941 to
aving frequented theIndian artistic center

phitak may be recommended as one of

(Prof. C. Feroci (Nai Silpa Bhirasri)
Dean of the University of Fine Arts
(section of Sculpture and Painting)
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