





This book
proudly presents
the story of inspiration

and passlon in

Thai modern sculptures

from 19860 until now.
The stunning collection of
143 pieces from
56 artists can clearly
show the route of modern
Thai sculpture as well as
the countless value of

sculptures themselves.
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The Passion of Thal Sculpture
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an appreciation of art collecting, you first need

some knowledge of art history. Each work of art may
hicle an absurdly humorous: story, an interesting onginal
Idea, an artist's life that's so adventurous you'll never
see it in any movies, or a: mystericus cham like

a hidden magic. All these possibiliies fascinate me
and | want you to feel the same way | do. |n this
book, however, there are not only my viewpaoints,

but also the notes in English written by artists; artist's
descendants and art historians. Thase notes are
actually the official captions for the art pleces displayed
at the Bangkok Sculpture Center. I'd like fo express
my gratitude for their kindness:

ls Bangkok Sculpture Center a big toy in my life?
Well, it Is Indeed becatise | have long dreamed of it.
But it'll be better if it's not enly me who enjoys

but everyone else too. | wish it inspires all of you

10 osmosisize cur Thai-style existence through art.

| hope Thai art advances more in the global
art scene.
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_.The reason why I'm so fascinated in sculptures..

When | was a litle kid, | never thought of being an art collector at all. | just kept drawing pictures. What
ls memoarable o me about those days is that | could never stop the paper from curling wheriever | tised
watercolours. It would always eurl no- matter how hard | tried. This is something I've been trying to figure
olit until nowadays, whenever my children do watercolour painting; the paper will cul as well. In
handwork class, woodwork Is what | paid attention to and got good grades from it | did weod carving
when | was In 6th grade, and that was my early art experience. Ever since, | had been practicing
drawing untll | was in 10th or 11th grade, and it was that time | started to draw catoons and leam
different methods of drawing. Once my work of art was published in the journel of Mass Communications
Faculty at Chulalongkom Uriversity, and that was the 1t time | seemed to seriously involve with art.
During my st year in university, | was interested in photography, and after three or four months of
practice, | could win an award in a phota contest. Later, several photos | shot were published in the
university and faculty journals. After graduation, | decided 1o work as a professional photographer. This Is,
to me. Is considered as commercial art rather than pure art.

| believe that people from all walks of fife appreclate art: Let's say there are plenty of farms and genres
of art to meet each individual's satisfaction. Thera must be some kinds of art that a persen feels it can
communicate and show him/er beauty. When a woman falls for a beautiful brandname shoulder bag, is
the bag a piece of art? It is actually, at least a kind of applied art. Almost al wamen enjoy make = up,
but probably not many of them can do it professionally. People adore beauty, because beauty is
universal. The Important thing s we shouldit think that art uninvelved with our way of life. Who knows,
understanding In art masRama: B¢ At MusedmoF aeineaticn relect in the way you dress,
and the colour of the clothes you choose. |'warit everyone to consider art in a joyiul mood, rather than
something serious or too sophisticated exhibited on the gallery's wall | believe t's not true at all that art
should be separated from our dally life.

Art Is a part of our way of life. In the stone age, it was a way of communication among people. They
drew pictures to demonstrate what animals looked likei these later became cave drawings - one of the
world's earliest form of art. What about a stone-aged axe? Is It alse a work of art? | don't suppose it IS
because it was used for wild hunting which was the means to sunvive. Human beings don't have sharp
canines or powerful claws like some animals and we are not the strongest kind of creatures on the
planet. What we, human beings, really have and are able to Lse as weapons ig our brain, wisdom, and
improvable skils, the ability to leam and the nature of living together as a society. Art is a part of
human's augmented lives. With potentials of the brain that could create art pleces, however, it seems as
i art has become the fulfilment of lives, and the driving factor that supperts our daily ivings.

\When think of ffie reason how | am so drawn to art, it is because | may have had my photographic
background. Photography is a three dimengional beatity, and while | enjoy taking photos and admiring
avery angle of an object; | ' wasn't aware that | actually appreciated three dimensional objects. Since then,
| have started collecting from what | had first, ranging from traditional Thal puppets, marionettes, royal
puppets, to-smal puppets (Hun Lakem Lek). | consider these puppets as sculptures as well. They are
however, Thal styled three dimensional representatives. For me, there's no reason why I'm so fascinated
in sculptures. Just like when you love someone - sometime you Just know that you love that person
without botherng to find ot why, You only know that you have fallen in love, and you are ready o do
anything to fulfil your love; and that may be the most important thing in our lives.




