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SILPA BHIRASRI

Professor Silpa Bhirasri was born Corrado Feroci, on 15 September 1892, in San Giovani,
ialy, He grew up in Florence where his parents, Arturo and Santina Feroci, engaged in frade.
He started his schooling in 1898; and following the completion of his five year primary schooling,
he took another five years to finish his secondary education. He then proceeded to study art at
the Royal Art Academy of Florence. He was 23 when he successtully completed its seven year
programme and was duly accorded a diploma in sculpture and painting. He later passed an
examination that qualified him as a professor. Apart from his professional expertize in sculpture
and painting he was widely knowledgeable in art history, art criticism and philosophy.

When King Vajiravudh decided to commission a qualified foreign sculptor to work for the
government and to train Thai craftsmen and artists in the techniques of sculpture in order to
develop creative skills and capability comparable to those of the western world, he requested
the ltallan government to find one for him. In complying with the royal request, the ltalian
government proposed the name of Corrado Feroci, together with details of his qualifications and
works, for consideration by its Thai counterpart. The latter agreed to accept the proposed artist
for a sculptor position in the Fine Arts Department of the Ministry of Palace Affairs. Feroci

assumed his official functions on 14 January 1923, when he was 31 Years old, and was entitled
fo an 800 baht salary and an 80 baht accommodation allowance.

In 1926, Professor Silpa Bhirasri took up a sculptor-teacher posltion in the Fine Arts

Division of the Royal Institute earning a 900 baht sala d m
y, an \rtginstdrrdgfto th
Art Division of the Fine Arts Department, Ministry of EducnliaRamaer |X$E Art M u S e u F O un

study in art and taught it to those interested in both the theory and practice of sculpture. Those
attending his classes in this period were mostly graduates of the Poh Chang School, such as Sai
Pratimapakorn, Sook Yuman, Chin Chueprasit, Swasdi Chuenmana and Chaem Daengchompu.
who neither had to pay any tuition fee nor assumed any other expenses. This was in conformity
with the government policy to encourage Thai sculptors and casting technicians to further
develop the standards and quality of their skills. These early trainees later either became assistant

sculpfors or joined the officlaldom, taking part in the expanding tasks of the Fine Arts Department
and contrlbuting to the rapid progress of its sculptural and casting craftsmanship.

With growing recognition of the importance of contemporary art study, the Thai government

asked Professor Silpa Bhirasri to prepare a formal programme comparable in standard and
orientation fo art schools in Europe.

Professor Silpa Bhirasri developed for this early stage a programme in painting and

sculpture. In cooperation with Phra Saroj Rattananiman, Chief Architect of the Fine Arts Department,

he creafed textbooks for use as instructional manuals at the arf school Praneet Silpakum School’

set up by the Fine Arts Department. The first batch of students admitted to the school numbered
seven all together.

Professor Silpa Bhirasri directed the school's teaching orientation in its early years with

tew other teachers and masters, and senior students took part in the teaching of subsequent

classes of students. During this time, applicants for admission fo the school were required to sit

an ex amination in water colour painting or model sculpting, according to whether they wished
fo specialize in painting or sculpture. In 1937 the school changed its name to ‘Silpakorn School

ot Fine Arts’

In 1942, the Fine Aris Department was transferred from the Ministry of Education to the
Prime Minister’s Office. Field Marshal P. Pibulsongkram, then Prime Minister. recognized the

importance of art as a crucial branch of national culture. He thus ordered the Fine Arts Department
Director General, Phraya Anumanrajadhon, to review the school’s syllabus, and by royal statute
transformed it into ‘Silpakorn University’ on the 5 October 1943. The Act incorporating the
University was published in the Royal Gazeette on 12 October of the same year. Silpakorn
University thus formally came into being with only one faculty — the Faculty of Painting and
Sculpture — and offered only two programmes of study in these areas of fine arts. Professor Silpa
Bhirasri became both its inaugural Dean and Director of the teaching programme. The study of
art was thus formally instituted at the tertiary education level.

In 1948, Professor SilpaBhirasri was entrusted with the responsibility for staging a Thai art
exhibition in london, England, He went back to ltaly in that year before returning to Thailand in
1949 to resume his teaching assignments until his death on 14 May 1962.

From Praneet Silpakum School to Silpakorn School of Fine Arts

The Fine Arts Department was established to take care of arts and crafts in seven specific
areas: sculpture, painting, music, drama, rhetoric, architecture and letters, resulting in a clear
division of responsibility.

Three men undertook the initiative of establishing a art training school for officials and
interested members of the public. The three men were: Professor Silpa Bhirasri, who was working
in the Architeclure Division of the Fine Arts Department; the Department’s Director General,
Phraya Anumanrajadhon; and Phra Saroj Rattananiman (Saroj Sukhayang). Their project pro-
ceeded in a step-by-step manner beginning with the establishment of the art school, Praneet

Silpakum School, in 1934.

The School offered a four year programme comparable in standard and quality to those
available at urfgudemiei in Europe. The programme was composed of the following subjects:

AtIoN  Frecice

Projection Sculpture programme
light and shade - Bas-relief sculpture
Perspective - High-reliet sculpture
landscape - Free standing sculpture
Anatomy

History of art Painting Programme
Composition and design - Pencil drawing

Art criticism - Charcoal drawing
Art styles and aesthetlcs - Water colour painting
Ornamentation - Qil colour painting
Theory of colour - Tempera

Thai architecture

There were seven students at the School in the first year: Cham Khaomeecheu, Piman
Munpramuk, Sitthidej Saenghiran, Fua Haripitak, Chongkol Khamchatrok, Swasdi Chuenmana

and (Miss) Poungthong Kraihong.

Professor Silpa Bhirasri was the Director and only teacher. The first year of students taught
those in the secoud. In these early years, if a student wanted to be a painter they were tested in
watercolour. and if they wanted fo be a sculptor. they were tested by sculpting a model of a

figure assigned by the School.

In 1037 the Praneet Silpakum School adopted a new name, Silpakorn School of Fine
Arts. It now offered three programmes ol study: music, fine arts and industrial art. Students
wishing to specialize in painting and sculpture would be aftached fo the Fine arts Department.
The European academic orienfation was retained: this meant grounding the students in essential

basics until they were capable of creating still life portraits from nature




